


^ wiovea foreigner 

Italian Aid Worker Brings Hope 
(And Limbs) to War’s Maimed 



Idles South Korea 

1 00 Big Firms Hit by Protest 
Against Secretly Passed Laws 




By John P. Burns 

- - New York Tones Service '' 

— In Kabul and othercriies 
of Afghanistan, there is a roll-call of 
foreigners whose names brine ready 
approval and disdain. 

... a "l™ing sense of thdrown 
, tnstoty. Afghans remember Baraes 
( ?nd j^cNagbten and Cavagnari, Brit 
®®daJsi who led attempts to make 
Afghanistan a tribmary of Britirii role 
m i9tb-cerrtmy India, and paid with 
their lives: ■ 5 : 

In recent- .times there have , been 
Brezhnev and Reagan and Thatcbcx, 
who made the counlxy a Cold-War 
battleground in the 1980s, and played 
their own roles in the wasteland that 
Afghanistan , has become. 

And then there is Alberto Cairo. 

Mr. Cairo — Alberto to every 
Afghan who knows him — was never a 
household name in Italy, where he 
once worked as a lawyer. 

But the slim, trim-bearded, elegant, 
tennis-playing Italian L who in appear- 

- ance could easily slip back onto the ' 
fashionable piazzas he left behind in 
Mian and Turin* is incontestably the ■. 
most appreciated foreigner to have 
come here in' the chaos and war of . 
recent years, at least among those who 
have suffered wont.- 

, i When Mr. Cairo, 44, arrived in Ka- . 


bul seven years ago, he had left Iris 
legal career -behind, retrained a& a 
physiotherapist, and accepted an as- 
signment to a war hospital in the 


Afghan capital run by the-fnte mational 
Committee of the Red Cross. 

Now, he directs a group of ortho- 




- Red Cross in Kabul, . Jalalabad, Herat 
and Ma 2 ar-i-Shanf, four of the coun- 
try’s largest cities. aH the while giving 
away -much of his Red Cross salary to 
help widows, orphans and others in 
special need. - 

•; 'To Afghans who have been phys- 
ically disabled in the conflict, perhaps 
300,000 people in a population of 16 
miTti bn, Mr. Canty is a man who "has 
made tt possible for foe lame to walk. 

For an additional. 200,000 and more 
who have other disabilities that are 
war-related, like polio and tubercu- 
losis-related deformities that became 
more common as die war destroyed the 
basics of health care, the clinics Mr. 
Cairo runs hold out almost the only 
ho^e of regaining at least partial use of 
their limbs. ■ 

To mention Mr. Cairo to a one- 
legged shoeshine man on a dusty side- 
walk in Kabul, or to a sightless, legless 
vegetable seller in Jalalabad, is to 
prompt instantrecognition. “Alberto!” 

See KABUL, Page 10 
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The Italian physiotherapist Alberto Cairo adjusting an artificial limb. 


Russia Gropes for the Civil Society It Never Had 


CHUKRLOMA Russia r-^- In a steamy, small pro- 
vincial office; - Wife harsh- fteore^tent tights' and 
wrinkled lirndenarffoerai ftnaaraDcfaetsova, apen- 
sioner , and, passionate. aptraoefear campaigner, 
p^^ mad a sa^ ag^^Sks . 

half-finished / the .re- 


gional and national authorities wanted to complete. 

‘Maybe they will not listen to ns,” whispered 
Galma Pavlova, 45, a clerk. 

“People are ignorant,” Miss Pavlova continued. 
“People are against this atomic energy plant. Of 

First *>f two articles . . ■ 

coarse people are against it. They want theif children 
to be beahhy. But who will listen to us? ” • ' 
r Her question goes to the heart of an enormous 
challenge feeing Russian democracy five years after 


the collapse of the Soviet Union. In that time, Russians 
have demonstrated they accept the basic budding 
blocks of a democratic society — free speech, free 
association and free elections. In the last 18 months, 
they have elected a president and Parliament with 
voter participation levels higher than in the United 
States. 

But now they confront a forbidding political chasm: 
how to build a genuine civil society, to link the voters 
with their leaders, both before and after elections. Civil 
society is the complex web that allows the ruled to 

See RUSSIA, Page 5 


By Kevin Sullivan 

Washington Post Senice 

TOKYO — More than 150,000 Sou* 
Korean workers went on strike Thursday, 
and as many as \2 million more plan to 
join them for a one-day work stoppage 
Friday to protest labor laws enacted by 
President Kim Young Sam’s parry during 
a clandestine predawn session of the Na- 
tional Assembly. 

The strike Thursday idled factories 
belonging to more than 1 00 major Sou* 
Korean companies, including the na- 
tion’s leading car maker, Hyundai Mo- 
tor Co. Friday’s planned stoppage is to 
affect hospitals, subways and about 
5,000 other Sou* Korean businesses, 
bringing the country’s frenetic economy 
to a virtual standstill 

The new labor law and 10 other bills 
were passed without debate during a six- 
minute session of the National Assembly 
that began at 6 A.M. Thursday. The only, 
legislators present were 155 members of 
the governing New Korea Party, who 
gathered secretly at four Seoul hotels 
and drove to the assembly building in 
hired buses. The speaker. Kim Soo Han, 
did not attend the session for fear of 
tipping off opposition legislators who 
were camped outside his home. 

The labor laws would allow compa- 
nies to lay off workers, which had been 
virtually impossible before. It also allows 
them to set more flexible working hours, 
hire temporary or seasonal help and hire 
replacement workers during strikes. Mr. 
Kim’s government has argued that die 
changes are needed to bring Sou* 
Korea’s labor laws in line with global 
standards, including those of the Orga- 
nization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development, which Sou* Korean 
joined this month. 

Furious labor leaders, who had 
shaved their beads to protest foe le- 
gislation, began a sit-in Thursday in a 
tern outside a Seoul cathedral. Oppo- 
sition legislators threatened a similar sit- 
down protest at foe National Assembly. 
They joined labor leaders in criticizing 
Mr. Kim’s government for staging what 
they called a legislative coup d’6tat un- 
der cover of darkness. 
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Another Bomb 



TOKYO JITTERS — Traders 
showing anxiety at the exchange 
as the yen sagged and a key stock 
index fell 13 percent. (Page XI) 
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in fee secood car-bomb attack this 
m’Algjias.a blast oil Thursday 
kifled lO people and .wounded 68 oth- 
ers in a worfckig-rtiass cfistrict of foe 
capital. On Monday, a sirnDarbombing 
kitted three people. 

' Most of foe victims in foe Hussein 
Dey district w are p asser-by, young 
people aid moto ri st s . The explosion 
occurred at 1:45 PJML not for from a 
paramilitary poBce post and tr cultural 
carter: The bombings have been at- 
tributed id Mamie extremists. (Page 2)' 

Bombing in Burma 
Kills 5 at Pagoda 

Burma accused student exSes and 
Karen insurgents on Thursday of 
planting a bomb that killed five people 
and wounded 17 on the outsorts of. 
Rangoon. An initial explosion was 
harmless. The blasts occurred at a 
shrine popular with pilgrims, who 
: were visiting a rel£c believed to be one 
of foe Buddha’s teeth. (Page 4). 

Rioting in Indonesia 

A. mob set fire Thursday to 
churches, commercial buildings and 
- cars in an Indonesian town, according 
. to the police and residents. The crowd 
of several thousand Musfims ribted 
after hearing reports that foe police 
had beaten a MmhmreUgious teacher 
' and two ofhis students. (Bage4) • •• 
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The Latest GI Angst Bosnia Shies' 

THE AMERICAS . . Pa*e3. 

VS Political Money and Loopholes 



Am/Thr taerwrd Prrfm 

A shopper looking at a store window in London on Thursday. Post-Christmas sales in Britain begin Friday. 

In Most Places ? All Sales Are Final 


New York Times Service 
The chestnuts have been roasted, the 


Day follows Christmas Eve, foe urge to 
return unwanted gifts wiB drive Amer- 
icans back to the malls this week in the 
holiday’s most predictable anticlimax. 

An estimated 8.6 percent to 12 per- 
cent of aD goods purchased are re- 
turned to U3. mext&ants. Outside foe 
United States, however, foe custom of 
- dumping undesired gifts is not wide- 
spread, as these reports make clear. 

Thais Stay Traditional 

Yon can get your shoulders mas- 


saged when you get a haircut in Thai- 
land. You can get a shower bead re- 
paired instead of throwing it away. But 
if you do not want the tie you got for 
Christmas, the store that sold it does not 
want it either. 

“The whole concept of service is 
d if f eren t here from what it is in the 
States,” said Kit Young, a musician 
and longtime resident of Bangkok, 
11 ‘and there is a really different concept 
of buying an item.” 

Her comments were echoed by 
shoppers in Singapore, Malaysia, In- 
donesia and foe Philippines. 

In these countries, lifestyles and the 


mores of foe retail trade are changing 
quickly as living standards rise and 
Aznerican-siyle shopping malls pro- 
liferate. 

“Now it is malls everywhere,” 
Sharif ah Sani. a travel agent in Malay- 
sia, said. “The prices are fixed. The 
salesgirls wear uniforms. No bargain- 
ing. Everything is by the rules.” 

— SETH MYDANS 

Germans Head to Point of Sale 
Germans are avid shoppers between 
Christmas and New Year because 

See GIFTS, Page 13 


The New Korea Party defended its 
actions in a statement Thursday, saying, 
"We hod no choice but to take emer- 
gency steps to rescue our political activity 
in the National Assembly, which was 
drifting and blocked by the opposition." 

“No one is ashamed of what we’ve 
done,” a senior government official 
said. “The party tried its best to persuade 
foe opposition that these laws are good 
for democracy and that delaying mem 
was not in the best interests of anyone — 
it was a waste of national energy.” 

For some in South Korea, Thursday’s 
events were a chilling echo of the coun- 
try’s authoritarian recent past, when mil- 

See KOREA, Page 10 


Police Quash 
A Big Rally 
In Belgrade 

Heavily Armed Force 
Avoids Using Violence 

By John Pomfiret 

Washington Post Service 

BELGRADE — A solid wall of riot 
policemen. clutching bulletproof 
shields, riot sticks and tear-gas canisters, 
rolled through Belgrade on Thursday, 
forcing tens of thousands of anti-gov- 
ernment protesters to flee a central 
boulevard as President Slobodan Mi- 
losevic moved to quash 37 straight days 
of demonstrations against his regime. 

Thousands of well-armed officers, 
dressed more for battle than for police 
work, and hundreds of vehicles took 
part in clearing central Belgrade's 
streets, enforcing an order issued by foe 
Interior Ministry, which used foe excuse 
that the protests blocked traffic, to ban 
the opposition marches. On some 
streets, phalanxes of policemen, often 
10 officers deep, trudged behind re- 
treating protesters, shoving jeering lag- 
gards with their shields. 

Officials from Zajedno, or Together, 
an opposition coalition of five political 

Father Christmas is having a rough 
ride in wintry Bosnia. Page 5. 

parties that has spearheaded foe protests 
since November, said they expected foe 
police to arrest their leaders soon. The 
leaders, Vuk Draskovic, Zoran Djindjic 
and Vesna Pesic. meanwhile, succeeded 
in holding a smaller protest of about 
15,000 people in the pedestrian Square 
of the Republic, 200 meters away from 
foe main police cordon. Speaking at the 
foot of a statue of Knez Mihaljo. a 
Serbian king assassinated in 1860, they 
vowed to defy the ministry and continue 
protesting Friday. 

The action Thursday was significant 
in that, despite foe huge show of force, 
Serbian police used little violence. And 
the police did not stop the opposition 
from holding a raJJy; they only limited 
its scope. 

In that way, Mr. Milosevic’s man- 
euver resembled other half-measures he 
has taken since protests erupted in Bel- 
grade and other towns around Serbia 
followingmunicipal elections on Nov. 
17. Like Thursday, when he toyed with 
showing the muled fist, Mr. Milosevic 
has also toyed at compromise. 

“He had to shoot this gun now be- 
cause if he didn't be would have shown 
that it was empty,” said a Western 
diplomat “But now that he’s done it he 
could still find room to compromise. It 
is still plausible.” 

[The United States condemned the 
crackdown Thursday and said it would 
hold Mr. Milosevic responsible, Reu- 
ters reported from Washington. 

[“We repeat our call on the Serbian 
authorities to show restraint and to not 
interfere with the protesters’ democratic 
rights." a State Department spokesman 
said. "We continue to hold Milosevic 

See BELGRADE, Page 5 
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Hostage Crisis Puts Fujimori’s Autocratic Style to Its Toughest Test 



"By Calvin Sims 

- • • New York Timer Service " 

LIMA — Shortly sifter Marxist guerrillas cap- 
tured the Japanese^robassadcff'sreadence in Lima 
last week, aides tbPretidemAIberto Fujimori 
i n t e rrupted an emergency cabinet meeting to tell 
him that Ins mother, sister and brother were among 
the hundreds takenhostage. . 

Mr. Fujimori, ^wfcose autocratic style is well 
known, is said .triftave upbraided foe aides for 
offering whatb&csflled “extraneous details” foal 
were oflsnleuse in resolving the crisis: 


The remark was quintessential Fujimori. Hie 
zron-willed leader was elected to a second term last 
year after tithing inflation and rampant terrorism, 
suspending the constitution to do so. Now, faring 

" The Red Cross has been banned from visiting 
Peru’s prisons. Page 10. 

perhaps foe most difficult crisis of his political life, 
he shows no sign of abandoning bis authoritarian 
ways. 

w hite- many of his critics have feared that his 


rigidity is jeopardizing the lives of the hostages, 
officials and foreign diplomats said they believe 
the president is a sensible leader who will com- 
promise, but only if absolutely necessary, 

“A great deal has been said about Mr. 
Fujimon’s personality,” said Alvin Adams, a 
former U.S. ambassador to Peru, “but I can’t think 


tinue to hold more than 100 people, including the 
president's younger brother and other international 
dignitaries in a standoff many government officials 
have said might continue for weeks. 

The United States has strongly advised Mr. 
Fujimori nor to comply with the rebels’ demand 
that their jailed comrades be set free. But Japan, a 


of another person who is as capable as the president major Peruvian trading partner, has encouraged 
to grasp details and concentrate on a viable solu- Mr. Fujimori to end the crisis quickly through ‘ 


lion to this most complicated situation.’ ' 

More than 200 other hostages were released last 
week, irvfoyriing foe president's mother and sister, 
mid 225 were released Sunday, but guerrillas con- 


active negotiations and without force. 

Mr. Fujimori, who is known to keep his own 

See PERU, Page 10 
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Army Angst/ Bosnia Blues 


For GIs, Trial 
In Serving 
Overseas 


By Ian Fisher 

New York Tunes Service 


B AUMHOLDER, Germany — A year ago 
Tuesday, Sergeant Steven Strait of Chartie 
Company led his platoon into Bosnia, cel- 
ebrating Christmas in the mud while his 
wife back home at the U.S. base here assembled a 
toy cash register for their youngest child. It was a 
time of uncertainty and fear of what the next year 
would bring them both. 

A few days before Christmas this year. Sergeant 
Strait. 35, a Nebraskan and every inch the picture of 
a career soldier, found himself sitting warm in his 
home on the U.S. base here, sliding his socks over 
his carpet’s crew-cut surface. His 4-year-old son. 
Christopher, played with a pile of presents, and an 
electric train momentarily derailed in its oval route 
around the Christmas tree. 

It understates things to say he is glad to be back 
home, but that element of uncertainty still hangs as 
surely as the garlands on the tree: Home for not even 
two months, he and the soldiers of Company C, 4th 
Battalion. 12th Infantry have already received in- 
formal word that they could deploy again in die next 
six months or so. maybe even back to Bosnia. His 
wife, Stephanie, could not waste even a second 
wishing away the idea of another long separation. 

“You can’t just hope it doesn’t happen." she 
said. “It's definitely going to happen." 

The mission to Bosnia, which for many members 
of Company C began exactly a year ago Monday, 
has underscored some central truths about U.S. 
Army life today: With the downsizing of the mil- 
itary and die increased role of U.S. troops around the 
world, soldiers are spending even more time away 
from home, and worrying more about the strains on 
their families. 

In Bosnia, they suffered stress bom of the length 
of the deployment and the restrictions of a mission 
that, for the most part, kept diem pent up in small 
compounds, bored and restless. On top of that was 
the uncertainty of whether they could make an 
enduring difference in Bosnia. 


I HE same forces at work on the individuals 


are reshaping the army as an institution, 
enant Cc 


T* 

■ Lieutenant Colonel Kurt Langenwalter, 

JL. head of research on the Bosnia mission for 
the Army Research Group at the Pentagon, said 
officials were watching carefully to see if re-en- 
listments dropped because of increased deploy- 
ments. although die numbers did not yet indicate a 
problem. 

“The theory is: ‘What’s the straw that going to 
break the camel’s back?’ " Colonel Langenwalter 
said. He said the army wondered if soldiers thought: 
“I've been on four deployments and boy. it’s get- 
ting bad, go get a civilian job. Or is it going to be the 
fifth deployment?” 

In fact, the army has begun talking about the need 
to shift its culture to be more like the navy or the 
Marine Corps, in which families expea both long 
deployments and a fuller range of services to help 
them. 

For the soldiers of Company C. who were posted 
to Bosnia for 10 and a half months, the knowledge 
that they might be gone again soon has spun an extra 
thread of complexity into a homecoming that has 
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Sergeant Steven Strait, just returned from a tour of duty in Bosnia, with his wife, 
Stephanie, and their three children at their home in Baumholder, Germany. 


been both joyous and trying. Most say they have 
readjusted to family life just fine. 

But there have been the inevitable divorces — 
about half a dozen — and even in happy homes, the 
return has brought dislocation. Sergeant Maurice 
Harrison. 28. of Oklahoma City, found that his wife. 
Twanette, had got along so well without him — 
paying the bills, hustling their three children around 
— that he began waking up early to do the laundry 
to give himself a role in the family. 

“I know it was good she was able to do things, but 
really inside I felt 'Man, what am I here for?’ ’’ 
Sergeant Harrison asked, both disturbed and 
amused. “I’m not needed here anymore." 

Several soldiers said the long deployment to 
Bosnia convinced them that the Army was not for 
them any longer. No one here c laims to like it, but 
some soldiers said they simply accepted being apart 
from their families as a demand of the job. 

Sergeant Harrison said, “As long as I don’t get 
shot, ril be all right.” 

He has not decided whether be is going to re- 
enlisL 

Specialist Dennis Hicks, 23, of Philadelphia, who 
decided in Bosnia not to re-enlist, but only to extend 
his tour by eight months, said: “1 talked to my wife 
about it She's tired of it, and I’m tired of it." 

Private First Class Ivan Paimerter, 23, sat with 
his new wife. Nicole. 20, and their 8-month-old 
baby, Toby, in their cozy new apartment here, 
decorated for their first Christmas as a family, and 
said Bosnia had definitely given him second 
thoughts about the array as a career. Mrs. Parmerter 
said she was the one who had first talked him into 
joining. 

‘ ‘We were watching TV one night and the ‘Be Ail 
You Can Be’ commercial came on and I said, ‘Why 
don’t you do that?’ ’’ she said. 

“We talked about the army because in the navy 
we knew he’d be gone six months at a time. In the 
army, we didn’t think he’d be gone as much." 


Sipping iced tea. Private Parmerter said, “When 
I first came in I planned to stay the full 20 years." 
Now, he added, “I’m just waiting to see how many 
deployments I get put through before it’s time to get 
out” 

With the signing of the Dayton accord in Paris 
last December, the U.S. military began funneling 
nearly 20,000 soldiers into Bosnia, saying that, for 
reasons of expense and logistics, many of the troops 
should expea to stay for up to a year. 

For the roughly 1 00 soldiers in Charlie Company, 
that meant a rushed, early Christmas or none at 
alL 

T HEIR stay in Bosnia was filled with both 
excitement and smothering boredom, from 
patrols around mass grave sites at Srebren- 
ica to endless cycles of guard duty. Going 
in, the men had conflicting feelings about whether 
the United States had a role to play. 

Coming out, many still said such peacekeeping 
missions were a potentially dangerous luxury, but 
more, it seemed in interviews, said they came to feel 
the world’s strongest army had a moral duty to save 
lives where it could 

“When we were there no kids died by a bullet," 
said Specialist David Cullman, 32. who says he is 
no sentimentalist. “If we stayed home and let it 
happen, we're no better than the people doing the 
killing." 

To the army, the pace of deployments is a matter 
of arithmetic. Since the Berlin Wall fell and the 
Soviet threat diminished, the number of soldiers has 
decreased from 781 ,000 in 1989 to 495,000. 

That stands in contrast to the number of what the 
army calls “major” deployments of soldiers. From 
1950 to 1989, years that included the Korean and 
Vietnam wars, there were 10 such missions. 

Since then, there have been 25 major deploy- 
ments. from the Gulf War to missions in Somalia, 
Rwanda, Macedonia, Panama and Haiti. 


Israel and Palestinians 
Press for Hebron Deal t 

Netanyahu Keeps Pressure on Cabinet ; 

Clinton Is ‘Pleased With the Progress ’ 


By Joel Greenberg 

New York Times Service 


JERUSALEM — As Palestinian and 
Israeli negotiators pressed on with ef- 
forts Thursday to hammer out an agree- 
ment cm the West Bank city of Hebron 
by next week. Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu kept up pressure on waver- 
ing ministers in his cabinet to support 
the accord. 

Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian leader, 
reported on the Hebron talks to the 
Palestinian legislative council, and 
some lawmakers said later that an agree- 
ment could be expected by New Year’s 
Day. 

A signing would be followed by a 
swift pullback of Israeli troops from 
most of Hebron, a city of 160,000 Pal- 
estinians, to positions around four en- 
claves of about 450 Jewish settlers and 

the Tomb of the Patriarchs shrine, which 

is considered to be sacred by both Jews 
*md Muslims. 

Hebron is the last Palestinian city still 
under Israeli occupation, and tensions 
remained high there on Thursday in 
expectation of a withdrawal. 

A firebomb was hurled at a building 
bousing Jewish settlers but caused no 
rasnairipji — the seventh such attack 
this week. _ 4 

Buoyed by a successful mediation 


By the end of the day ii appeared thai 
Mr. Netanyahu bad lined up support of 
at least 10 ministers in the 18-member 
cabinet, including those from die 
strictly Orthodox Shas party. 

The ministers remaining in opposi- 
tion included Ariel Sharon, die hawkish 
former general who has criticized the 
security arrangements as in adequa t e; 
Bip yamin Begin, the son of former 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin who 
bas staunchly opposed the accords with 
the Palestinians; two members of the 
pro-settlement National Religious 
Party, Zevulun Ham mer an d Yitzhak 
Levy, and a rninister from a Russian 
immigrant party, Yuli Edelstem, who 
lives m a West Bank settlement. 

Mr. Netanyahu has also faced re- 
sistance from other quarters of the re- 
ligious right. 

Rabbis from the influential Hassidi^ 
movement, Habad, met the prime min- 
ister on Thursday to appeal against die 
hand-over of most of Hebron to Pal- 
estinian role. 

Habad had campaigned effectively 
for Mr. Netanyahu in the Israeli election 
last May, promoting him as “Good for 
the Jews.' f On Wednesday itproduced a 
let ter from him containing a campaign 
promise not to hand over “ more areas of 
the Land of Israel to foreign sover- 
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effort by Dennis Ross, the Clinton ad- Aprominent group of nationalist rab- 

ministration's special coordinator for bis, including heads of yeshivas whose 

• — • - - F « t — •= — J «-* students serve in the army, renewed a 

religious edict galling on soldiers to 
disobey orders to withdraw from 
Hebron. 

“We say a gain that there is a stria 
prohibition against taking part in die 
abandonment of a part of the Land of 
Israe l, and certainly Hebron," said 
Rabbi Flierer Waldman, who leads a 
yeshiva in the neighboring settlement of 
Kiiyat Aifoa. A 

“Soldiers must not follow an aidc£ 
that is against a commandment of the 
Torah." he said. 

Many settlers and their s u pporters say 
they have been bitterly disappointed by 
Mr. Netanyahu, who they voted for in 
the belief that he would back their cause, 
but who is now poised to cany our the 
Hebron witfadrawaL 
- Prominent among these aides is 
Hagi Ben-Artzi, Mr. Netanyahu’s 
brother-in-law, who has moved in re- 
cent weeks to Hebron to show his sup- 
port far the settlers there. . 

In a radio interview that was broad- 
cast this week, Mr. Ben-Artri said that 
.Mr. Netanyahu was no longer fitto be a 
nationalist leader. 

“There is no doubt,” Mr. Ben- Anri 
said, “that a political leader who will go 
down in history as the person who sep- 
arated the Jewish people from Hebron, 
from the graves of the patriarchs and 
matriarchs, will no longer be able to lead 
the national camp.” 


prug BtJ 
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the Middle East, both Israeli and Pal- 
estinian officials predicted an agree- 
ment w ithin days. 

Mr. Ross returned to Washington and 
reported Thursday on the talks to Pres- 
ident Clinton, and is expeoed back in 
the Middle East cm Monday to help 
conclude the negotiations. 

A White House statement said the 
president was “pleased with the pro- 
gress." 

Edward Abington. the U.S. consul 
general in Jerusalem, said Mr. Netan- 
yahu and Mr. Arafat would probably 
meet to finalize the deaL 

Palestinian legislators said that Mr. 
Arafat had reported that the Hebron 
agreement wonld be accompanied by 
Israeli commitments, guaranteed by the 
United States, to cany out further pro- 
visions of the Israeli-Palestinian self- 
rule accords. 

These include additional withdrawals 
in rural areas of the West Bank in six 
weeks, prisoner releases, and 
ments for Palestinian travel through 
reel between the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank. - 

Mr. Netanyahu, who has demanded 
parallel commitments from Mr. Arafat 
to keep his part of the accords, was basy 
on Thursday persuading members of his 
cabinet that the Hebron deal ensures the 
security of the settlers better than an 
agreement that was readied by the 
Labor government 
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Paris, Too, Doubts TWA Bomb Theory 


By Craig R. Whitney 

■New York Times Service 


PARIS — The director of the French 
government agency that investigates air 
disasters has said he agrees with Amer- 
ican safety investigators who say that a 
mechanical problem probably led to the 
explosion of TWA Flight 800. 

“It’s not my investigation, and I'm 
not passing judgment on it.” the di- 
rector, Paul-Louis Arslanian. said the 
other day. “But if I were in charge of the 
investigation, based on the evidence so 
far, I don’t think I'd be coming to a 
different conclusion than the one they 
appear to be drawing." 

Mr. Arslanian does not hesitate to 
take issue with the National Transpor- 
tation Safety Board in Washington 
when he thinks it is wrong. 

He did so just last summer, when the 
French agency took vigorous exception 
to a safety board report attributing the 
1994 crash of an American Eagle tur- 
boprop plane to inadequate information 
from the plane’s French manufacturer 
and French aviation authorities about die 
difficulty of flying the plane in weather 
than encourages the buildup of ice on the 
wings and tail. Those conditions existed 
on the day of the crash, in Indiana, which 
took the lives of all 68 people aboard. 

“We were in complete disagreement 
on that case, and we did not hesitate to 
say so," Mr. Arslanian said, recalling 
that the French agency, the Bureau En- 
quetes- Accidents, had criticized the 
American pilots and air traffic control- 
lers for ignoring advice that was avail- 
able on handling the French-made 
plane, an ATR-72. in icing conditions. 

But in the case of Flight 800, the 
Boeing 747 that blew up off Long Island 
on July 1 7, killing all 230 people aboard 
— including 42 French passengers — 
Mr. Arslanian said he concurred with 
the U.S. safety board. 

He and his investigators have worked 
with the American investigators since 


July, trying to learn the cause of the 
disaster. 

Based on their examination of the 
evidence and his own observations. Mr. 
Arslanian said that without some piece 
of the plane proving otherwise, it was 
probably a mechanical problem that led 
to the explosion of the plane. 

In France, where the powerful Amer- 
ican commercial aircraft industry is seen 
as a ruthless rival, a conclusion of mech- 
anical failure would be seen as a blow to 
Boeing Co., which built die plane. 

Would Mr. Arslanian be as confident 
of the integrity of the American inves- 
tigation if the Flight 800 plane had been 
an Airbus made in Toulouse instead of a 
Boeing made in the United States? 

“Accident investigations have noth- 
ing to do with national pride,” he said. 

Mr. Arslanian met last month with 
representatives of the families of French 
victims of the Flight 800 crash and told 
them thru mechanical failure appeared to 
be the most likely cause of the disaster. 

Ad the time, some of the French families 


were inclined to believe reports ihat a U.S. 
Navy missile had accidentally brought 
down the plane and that American of- 
ficiate were covering up the incident. 

“Thai wouldn’t be possible," Mr. 
Arslanian said. “Think of how many 
hundreds of navy people would have to 
be involved in a cover-up. Americans 
talk too much for that." 

Like his American counterpara, Mr. 
Arslanian noted that the investigators 
would keep looking fa pieces of the 
plane. But, he concluded, “I think that 
for all practical purposes,' ’the inves- 
tigation is over." 

With about 95 percent of the plane 
recovered from the ocean floor. Na- 
tional Transportation Safety Board and 
FBI officials have not formally ruled out 
a bomb or missile. 

But officials of the safety board let it be 
known that they were leaning toward the 
theory that the plane was destroyed by an 
explosion of a nearly empty center fuel 
tank after fumes were ignited by a spark 
of static electricity from a fuel line. 


Flight Lands 
Man in Prison 


The Associated Press 

SAVANNAH, Georgia — An 
airline passenger who became so 
unruly that the pilot turned the 
plane around has been sentenced to 
51 months in prison. 

Judge William Moore of U.S. 
District Court also ordered Gary Lee 
Lougee, 40, of Pooler, Georgia, to 
perform 200 hours of community 
service and pay USAir $61 135 for 
fuel spent in returning to Savannah. 

Mr. Lougee appeared drunk 
when he boarded the flight to Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, on July 6, said 
Dan Drake, spokesman for the U.S. 
attorney’s office. He pushed a flight 
attendant and had to be subdued by 
crew members, Mr. Drake said. 

Mr. Lougee pleaded guilty to in- 
terfering with flight crew members 
and was sentenced last week. 


Another Car-Bomb Explosion 
Kills 10 , Wounds 68 in Algiers 


r r_: ■ 


Agence France-Presse 

ALGIERS — A car bomb killed 10 
people and. wounded 68 others in a work- 
ing-class distria of Algiers oo Thursday, 
according to an official toll. 

Officials earlier said seven people 
had died. 

It was the second such attack this 
week, after a bombing in the city center 
on Monday that killed three people. The 
bombings have been attributed to Is- 
lamic extremists. 

Most of the victims in die Hussein 
Dey distria on Thursday were passers- 
by. young people and motorists. Broken 
glass, tiles and other wreckage was 
strewn over a 100-meter area. 

The explosion occurred at 1 :45 PM. 
not far from a paramilitary police post 
and a cultural center. 

At least four cars caught fire, and a 
bus was also hit. 

The Armed Islamic Group has re- 


cently reimposed a reign of tenor over 
the Kasbah. the old quarter of tibe city, 
where armed men kill people, either by 
slitting their throats or by machme-gun- 
ning them, sometimes in broad daylight 
In July, more than 15 people were 
killed and many were wounded in a 
wave of bombings against caffe in Al- 
giers and other towns. Those attacks 
were also blamed on fundamentalists, 
for whom caffe axe considered places of 


Cheap caffe are often frequented by 
men, but others are sought out by lovers 
and families wanting to get away from 
often overcrowded apartments in a 
country facing a housing crisis. 

Some bars in central Algiers discreedy 
sell alcohol, mainly beer, to regular cus- 
tomers, but popular music and games of 
cards and dominoes have largely dis-jgV 
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Africa Flights Resume 

ABIDJAN. Ivory Coast (Reuters) — 
Air travel improved across West Africa 
on Thursday as air traffic controllers in 
15 countries appeared divided over a 
strike that disrupted Christmas flights. 

Union leaders said they woe extend- 
ing their initial 48-hour strike by an- 
other 72 hours because authorities had 
not addressed their pay demands. 

But controllers in key airports af- 
fected by the strike returned to work, 
allowing flights to operate normally 
across most of the region, airport of- 
ficials said. By late afternoon, they said, 
the stoppage had been called off in 
Abidjan; Dakar. Senegal: Bamako, 
Mali, and Cotonou, Benin. 
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Strike at Israeli Airport 

JERUSALEM (AP) — Workers 
walked off their jobs Thursday at the 
airport in Tel Aviv and at sea ports in a 
one-day strike to protest the govern- rWrarfinn 
mem’s proposed 1997 budget cuts and UUri CClIOU 
privatization plans. 

The strike called by the Histadrut 
Trade Union Federation is to be the first 
in a series. More workers are to join the 
protests Sunday and Monday, with a 
general strike Tuesday, the union said. 


Venice spent Christmas under wa- 
ter for only the second time this century 

as heavy rains and high seas caused it to 
flood. Local authorities said that al- 
though conditions improved Thursday, 
Sl Mark’s Square remained flooded. 
The lowest pomt in the city, the square 
has been flooded on 99 days so far this 
year. (Reuters) 

The highest malaria rates ever re- 
corded in Indochina — Cambodia, Laos 
and Vietnam — are devastating villages 
in northeastern Cambodia, The Cam- 
bodia Daily reported Thursday. (AFP) 

An agency to promote tourism in 
the Mekong region is to begin oper- 
ations in Bangkok on Jan. 1 , the Tour- 
ism Authority of Thailand said 
Thursday. The Mekong region includes 
Burma. Cambodia, China, Laos, Thai- 
land and Vietnam. (AFP) 


An article in the Asia/Pacific section 
of the Business/Finance pages of 
Thursday’s editions misspelled the 
name of the founder of Kyobo Life 
Insurance of South Korea. His name is 
Shin Yong Ho. 


Europe 






LowW 

«9h 

LowW 


OF 

Cff 

Cff 

OF 


iae< 

1203 pG 

17782 

7/44 C 

Anteenten 

-1/31 

-S27ai 

-3129 

-4725 I 

Mare 

5(41 

■am an 

2® 

-906 HI 

Aihm 

1050 

BMSr 

a/46 

104 r 

E»salon« 

SM3 

1/34 pc 

7144 

-907 pc 

Brfgade 

■13* 


-924 

-018 * 

Bate! 

-022 

-anao 

•6/23 

-700 pe 

B<Ui44l4 

-209 

■504 an 

-405 

TO an 

Budapaa 

-1103 

-140 a 

-602 

-Bn Bn 


■307 


-307 

-3/27 pc 

Ccate De Sol 

1B*1 

1000 s 

15*4 

6/43 sh 

DuMn 

7/44 

400* 

046 

307 pc 

Erfrtwgn 

041 

2/35 pc 

8/48 

0351 


■«31 

Tops 

-405 

-6/ifl c 

FranMon 

TO 

-IQ/16 s 

-602 

-ana pc 

GanM 

<VZ7 

-1 1/13 pc 

■9/16 


hatnsd 

-405 

■405 81 

-405 

■ana pc 

tea ntxi 

337 

-1/31 t 

048 

1/34 r 

LasP/Mnas 

2201 

15*9 pe 

2201 

1991 PC 

lister 

13*5 

W8c 

13M 

6/43 ah 

London 

409 

-1/3 1 PC 

937 

TO pc 

listed 

6M6 

<132 4 

11*8 

-927 * 

Ifefcrca 

409 

3/37 pe 

SMI 

•307 pe 

MMr 

-ao7 

■too pe 

-ana 

-13I9W1 

Uoacaa 

-i6rt 

■170 PC 

-10/15 ■ 

■11/13 pC 

ifcote 

■018 

-14/r pc -ions 

■13*Si 

Mea 


-50*00 

-1*1 

-6C2* 

OO0 

-1/31 

-022c 

1/34 

-S*9l 

Fans 

■307 

■8/IB pe 

■802 -10/16 tl 

FTs»je 

■iona 

•140 pc 

-ana -izni pa 


307 

307 ra 

12/53 

SMI s/l 

tom 

209 

-2/29 pc 

0/32 

-6*2 c 

KPawteug 

-7/20 

-700 tn 

-as 

■018 pc 

Swctnten 

-lOI 

-4/25 n 

■200 

-307a 

Sateaum 

■307 

■an Be 

•ana ‘ii/isrf 

Trfkm 

-«CS 

-405 an 

■405 

*18 PC 

Vanes 

-307 

«!• 

TO- 

11/13*1 

yianna 

■1005 

-140 pa 

-802 

■019*1 

WWo* 

■11/13 

■1 30 pe 

-422 

-018 pc 

ZUridi 

•405 ■ 

■tens pc 

-W13 -12/11 * 

Middle East 


Forecast for Saturday through Monday, as provided by AccuWaaiher. Asia 
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Sun- 


In and anow. perhaps burg to M oscow Saturday 
hsavy. tn Seattle this through Monday: thare shire In Seoul Saturday 
weekend, while heayy might be a little snow in party cloudy Sunday and 
rains s«k Porten d. Ore- northwestern Europe Suit- sunny again Monday. Sim 
gon. Rain fxxsOM h Sen gy and Monday. Sunshina SetunfiyT Sunda? Ind 
Francisco Sunday and Ha weekend in Glasgow. Monday in ShwnhaC 
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96: AYear of Living Not-So-Dangerously With ‘Honest Graft’ 


WASHINGTON Thw „ 

^M***S£52£ 


the many loopholes <rfthe 
3Kn-finiioce law. . 
rae end of/tape, the 50 


aJCT- wwgwmexate and other 

‘^SESSFSt. .^“ftwaewAI 

■fssstttte*: 

^gannafl of Bob Dofe^rcsi- 

■*Mral campaign, Sanaa fire- 

■ iXTlAn TXTfiMC* I -ill i 


Jwcgai corporate donations to the 
-Me campaign, fined $6 nriffiou 
■™ sentenced m detention m fibs 
Boston home with an electronic 


both parties. 

“Not so tong ago,” said Mi- 
chael Lem, a Washington toh- 
byist wfro has raised money for 
Democrats for yearn, “a senator 
orafond-raiser woddcaB andask 
Jar $1,000 and you'd give them. 
$500 and ' fey*d he gr ate f ul . 
People now cafl andask me to get 
my cherts to give $100,000 or 
SMQ.000 or $250,000.” 


■- Bi« to many, the worst outrages 
• were not foe illegal ones bra die 
'activities of politicians and 


rewarded wfch sappent for die 
government policies they advoc- 
ated, dmners at the White House 


and seats on international trade 

Indeed, the sews broke so fast 
this year that often the context, 
was lost. How, for example, are 


. prafcajated by law from giving 
money dircclfy to candidates - — - 
had asedicgal bypasses to spend 
.than $8003000 apiece to 
anffort the candkhttes of their 
etwee , and these «i»wi base 
gown in die tost six ww^ 
nO^Monfs Cob, AT&T Coqu 
the trial lawyers, 1 »*ay«» in ^i and 
jhe TttBBtps, to nmy. acne of 

over% S !^^on eacfcl Hcdonjr 


has prohibited corporate contri- 
butions ro federal canfodntes 
since 1907? What <fid foe Wg 
donors expect m return? Why 
don’t politicians or the Federal 
Section Commission or die 
courts or somebody dse pot an 


Common Cause, who has worked 
on campaign-finance issues for 
more foaa 20 years. 

To keq> mailers ia perspective, 
a number of basic points should 
be kept in mind. 

In pofov^i circles, campaign- 
finance tows are treated more See 
nuisances — comparable, say, to 

JiEWS ANALYSIS 

parking rules — than like serious 
sanctions that mart be foDbwedin 


Plunkett, the tran-af-foe-century letter and spi 
T am ni aw Hall bbss.tialted “bon- .“Whatwa 
estgraftf” ilris year was 

...The answers are varied. With Democrats, 3 
die campaign gcaE« fidl bore, die rations, md 
Sqircme Court last summer niled rhnmbed rhea 
that legal restrictions on what said Ellen b 
poKticsd paxtks coidd spend on rector of the 
befarif of qiixfidates violated the ive Politics, j 
first Amendment Republican tisan otgani 
senators fflibnstered to death die campaign-fin 
latest a t tempt at campaign f^rarre “Tbe law 


“What was most extraosrdinaxy 
tins year was ibe way everyone — 
Democrats. Republicans, corpo- 
rations, mdons, everyone — 
formfeed dteir noses at die law,” 
said EDen MxDer, executive di- 
rector of the Center for Respons- 
ive Politics, a noKQXtufit, nanpar- 
tiem organization that tracks 


refo r m . And Congress gave the 
election commission about 15 
percent less money than the 
agency initially said it needed to 
enforce the law. 

• “Pore and simple, this year die 
wheels came off,' 9 said Fred 
Wertheimer, fanner president of 


tbe law puls up munmtun 
handles;” Ms. Miller added. “In 
1996, .every handle was j umped 
with ease. The parties and the can- 
didates operated as if there were no 
regulations whatsoever.” 

Gaparafe contributions xo can- 
didates fear president and Con- 
gress have been outlawed since 


1907. Contributions from labor 
tnrious have been prohibited since 
1943. A 2974 law passed in the 
aftennath of die Watergate scan- 
dal limits indEviduaJs to total ccn- 
mbatioas of $25,000 a year to 
ferfwal candidates and no more 
than $2,000 per candidate ($1 jQOO 
each for a inmnary and general 
ejection). The law allows indi- 
vidual donations of $20,000 to a 
political party and $5,000 to polit- 

ten Larfinin opnwnhlw^ , m 3|idi are 

formed usually by business, labor 


or roeologj 
money and 


; to raise 
it to can- 


Those restrictions were con- 
spicuously breached this year by 
what are known as soft-money 
contributions and independent 


Since 1978, tbe Federal Elec- 
tion Commisrian, the enforce- 
meat agency established by the 
1974 tow, lias allowed the polit- 
ical parties to raise money with- 
out Emit from corporations and 
rations for party-building activ- 
ities like administrative expenses, 
bumper stickers that say “vote 
Democratic” or “vole Republi- 
can,” voter registration and ge t- 
our-foe-vote drives. 


Since 1992, when the commis- 
sion ruled that these contributions 
had to be disclosed publicly, the 
parties have raised moreof this so- 
called soft mosey each year. For 
the 1992 election, $89 billion was 
raised; for 1994, $107 billion, and 
when all the figures are tallied this 
year, they will probably total $250 
billion, divided evenly between 


The only mie an the source of 
soft money — one Mr. Huang 
appare ntly broke — is that it must 
come from people who live in the 
United States or companies that at 
least have a subsidiary bare. 

In addition, without further 
word from foe election commis- 
sion, the parties have expanded 
each year foe definition of what 
uses the money can be puna This 
year, for the first time, the parties 
used the money for television ad- 
vertisements that were theoretic- 
ally not coordinated with the can- 
didates but were virtually 
indistinguishable from those the 
candidates produced for them- 
selves. This may not have been 
fogal, experts in the field say. No 
matter. 

By the time the election com- 
mission and the courts catch up 


with the perpetrators, foe 1996 
eketioo will be long over, and ttte 
winners safely ensconced in their 
seats of power. 

ft is impossible to prove exactiy 
what donors get in return for their 
ccniributiaDS. A direct payoff 
would dcraiy be illegal, a violation 

of tbe bribery statutes. Tbe stock 
answer from politicians and con- 
tributors atilw is that alt fa t is 
expected and aQ that is returned is 
better access to tbe poUtidans for 
foe dooms. 

Yet, this aiswer depends on be- 
lieving for instance, that there is no 
connection between foe motions cf 
dollars that the agribusiness gian t 
Archex-Daniels-Mkfland Go. and 
its cfaainian . Dwayne Andreas, 
have donated over the Iasi quarter 
century to politicians from both 
parties and the multibinioD-doUar 
tax break the government allows 
for ethanol, one of foe company’s 
mam products. 

Representative Barney Frank, 

put the matter this way, “We are 
tbe only people in the weald re- 
quired by tow to take large 
amounts of money from strangers 
and then act as if it has no effect on 
our behavior.” 




'-government senort- „ 

-foi^^^edretrfiatKm by major dnig 
ring s based in Mexico, or by das local 
,fam3ies who they said tod helped 


refused to gore their names 


* “ffthcscpeoptoareguitoy.tbea'whra 

nbe government has done . » a good 
, thm g ,” said fod« Jo* M a rt i n e g, the 
dMet elected official of Staff G™®??- 
Brtt he qmckiy added: ‘Tdfhate to tirade 
. in u ocenr people are betog harassed. I 

• have no intficstfion one way or anofo- 

witite some wdcoane tfae oprartfoa 
as a sixn that foe authorities are fenuiy 
getting serious ttooat 

snn^giiig; inany ofoeraamistfoasfoe 

govenunent went ranch too far, with 
many moocent people swqpt up m m 
wake. 


Even Behind Bars, Cali Cartel Is Alive and Will 


\ W&nt Too Far 


By Sam Howe Verhovek 

Mri» fork Timer Soviet ■ .. 

■' ROMA, Texas — B f nppww an lso- 
^iaied stresch of the Rio Grande akxra foe 
:• Mexican bonder. Stair Coumy has krag 
had a repntation as a haven fix snong- 
4gkzs. la past dec a des, foe booty was 
-alcohol or cattle; these days, it is 

* „ 

But even as people here have become 
. accustomed to penofoc caidodbvms by 
•drug enforcement and anests 

jif local cjtiaeos.no one canquiseiocaH 
•« sweep of foe TraignUwrtr of a recent 
. federal opexatioB.InaIl, 79peeuie were 
arrested and dharged vrith numnent 

mamarrinann ^eiwng gitngrinpdMXfcA- 
Cgal officmla tWrityri ■miifenaEnn- 

'doUwartemoae. ^ .. . . , 

Nfjuly jul .ftp HeftWliirt i fcnm 

Star County, which fob Census 
routinely listsasme^foepeipR^rafoe 

pataaod JBBdal^A iiieteJ&ranfordcog 
ring are said to bave'been . 

■several popular locA.bonaqtoes; n- . 
.chafing foe GoidcuR MeatMarirtt, a 
■convemence sure n Rraua, and foe 
^Fia n son Car Wafo and Body Repak 
•Sbopi . : -,-w •, .. 

.. In Bortoo, a hamlet a few . 

tnfies west of Roma «nrtb>a MM 
fort road leads to foe Rip Grande. IS of 
t foe 400 residents were lOandedup' and 
fwg tn jail m HonfiTOo. 350 nnlex north. 
These arrests were nude to aoonfora 


sweep tost matohlfaatb^^wfipiit^ 
'end raid stale anthonbes set up a roeid- 
btock and checked foe Bcens^ofevray- 
'one leaving Froulan- ... '• f -1, - ; : r v 
Tbe crackdown has shiimBd just 
abomevenonehereandleftbcfosiip- 
.pcHimapacrittooftfaeopetrtionfcar- 
•faL Most fimflymeittiibera a n d sw re ort- 
,ere of.dte defendants said they were 
•afraid of rettfiation ty U w -fa dra rament 


“TliSs^ wboletimra isoutofcortxxd,” 
saidCleinerte Saixtoval. whose hrofo- 
cr-iu-tow, lo^ge Lms Gama, a ranch 
hand for- one of foe fornixes foat has 
beendoKifoedas befog involved in the 

June was in- 
voiveam tins stall,” he sridL “ifbewas 
tnakrag^ thk, money off erf drugs, vfoy 
was be broke all die time?” 

Ptasecu&xs m die U1S. attorney's of- 
fice in Houston, who plan to try all 79 
defendants together send they could not 
dnotiss foe specifics of Mb Gracia’s or 
aayrtbecdereadnrt's case, to offiring a 
broad ooEbd of foe draqges,foo^^rae 
uuj se c u tuxs have said foat a few local 


By Douglas Farah 

WeMitgum Post Service 

BOGOTA — When foe police 
raided foe maximum-sccnrity prison 
here earfier this morth, they found 
more than they had baigtoned frxr. 

Not only had imprisoned leaders of 
foe Cali coc aine cartel been arranging 
to bam legislators bribed, as bad hem 
widely alleged for soma weds, but foe 
drag lords possessed detanked infor- 
mation on how to fly iltogal drags into 
tbe United States and instructions on 
tfocuniv c u tiqg the Colombian judicial 

^^eDec.?i^ onLaFScrta Frisco 
was authorized after foe police inter- 


toereb have -for years been allowing 
sBHKgjkxs to bring marijuana 
into their tondmdstore it foere. 

Rveinea — Pedro Moreno, Rodolfo 
Ar^as and duse IvtShtTF^ - Ri- 

in a CT utim i ng 
crim in al ert eqaia e under what is often 
catted foe “kmgjHn stamte,” and could 
face fife in prisoo. 7 
. Most of foe ofoer defeadarts are 


say. foey.Junnejteard at least 13J000 
pounds ofmargo an a m Star County in 
foe past dace months. 


by two brothers, Miguel and Gflberto 
Rodriguez Orejoeta, and another con- 
victed dmg trafficker,. Ivan Unfinoto, 
to thezr lawyers. It laai bare the extent 
to winch the Cali cartel cantiimes to 
rrai its btKzness from jail, despite gov- 
ernment claims to foe contrary. 

'"The problem is die tremendous 
connptkst at all levels of foe prison 
Systran,” said a police commander, 
GenecalRosso Serrano. 

.. Justice.. Minister Carlos Medellin ' 
said roocatiy that foere would be aa r . 
investigation at tbe prison. , 

Tbe United States has voiced grow- 
ing concern about foe continuing op- 
erations of imprisoned cartel leaders 
raid raised fixe issue with Foreign Min- 
ister M ari a Emma Mejia dnrrag her ■ 
visit last week to Washington. 



era, who have amassed billions of dol- 
lars, to tempt prison guards who earn 
less than $400 a month. 

“They dearly feel they are safer and 
can operate more comfortably from a 
prison they control than they could as 
fugitives,” an intelligence officer said. 
‘They have a sophisticated commu- 
nications network they nm through a 
pay phene at die prison and cany on 
business without interference.” 

After tbe tapped telephone conver- 
sations revealed that tbe traffickers 
were trying to arrange for the bribery 
of key congressmen, former ^ Vice Pres- 
ident Humberto de to CaDe Lombana 
called for immediate, drastic action. 

“There is a govmmient that is gov- 
erning more than foe gove rnment, and 
it isnotattiiepreridentialpatoce,” said 
Mr. de 2a Caije, who resigned as vice 
president earlier this year. “It is in La 


Inrlli^ri Qomt x/TTrifo n 

Defense Minister Joan Carlos Esgnerra and Alfonso Valdhtoso, a 
prosecutor, conferring about tire corruption inqnB*y at La Picota Prison. 


The State Department spokesman, 
Nicholas Boms, said the United Stales 
would monitor tire situation closely as 
Washington dec id es whether to certify 
Colombia next year as cooperarii^; in 
fl^^Tatky il fight agarn^t foe il- 
legal drag trade. 

This year, theCfinton administra tion 
did not .certify Colombia because of 
evidence fora President Ernesto 
Samper’s 1994presidential campaign 
accepted $6 million from foe Cah car- 
teL Me. Samper dexoes foe att^ations. 


Most of the leaders of the Cali cartel 
were arrested or surrendered to the po- 
lice in the snrnny-r of 1995 and lave 
confessed to minor drug-trafficking 
charges in exchange fcr sezflences that, 
in effect, will keep them in prism for 
fewer than 10 years. All are' being held 
in the same wing of La Picota Prison, 
which foe police say allows them not 
only to live in comfort, but to set up 
alliances and negotiate strategies far 
(fismbutmg drags and bribing officials, 
ft to not foffirnft for the cartel Jead- 


But Colonel Rafael Pardo, die of- 
ficial responsible for prison security, 
said: “One cannot say they are com- 
mitting crimes from prison. What we 
discovered is that they were violating a 
few prison regulations.” 

According to foe police, at La Pi- 
cota, where seven of foe Cali cartel’s 
leaders are being held with their prin- 
cipal bodyguards^ virtually unlimited 
access is pexmitied to traffickers' fam- 
iliesand Lawyera. 

Because many viators are not 
searched, foe pohee said, many often 
cany in whatever will fit under their 
clothes. 


. . ; . i . ^ _ 


Doomsoyrngon Welfare Cuts 

* txfe ^&NCBELES — Tbe New Year’s cutoff of 
federal 'SoprieineuMl Security Insurance benefits to 
Mcyeatsvho are disabled by dcaobol or drug ad- 
diction w3L increase crime and homdessness rig- 
mficratily and cost local gow nunerts miHicms of 
defiara in euK^encygenend assurance paymerts and 
mefood. care, accon&ag to some drag policy exports 
and state and toed welfare officials. 

Cafifomia welfare officials said die cutoffi winch is 
mandated m foe. welfare kgisbtian Preskteot Bill 
Pinion ragued to Angnt, could cost foe state’s 58 
counQr goweqBnans $45 mfifion to adfotional genenad 
relief payments alone. 

Stales and counties wffl absorb an additional fi- 
nancial burden when afeohofics and drag addicts, 
whose Medicare dBgjbBhy is linked to their SSI 

hospitras for care. * (WP) 


by a British femily, bolds leases oo Kaqxuuwits and 
was neady ready to breakground on a Utah mine that 
wooldprodoce about3 xurnion tonsofcoal ftrevexsed 
course after Mr. Clinton’s announcement. 

“Onr potifw 81 is foat foe raorarmeut derignation 
makes foe coal mine prefect nafeasfole.” said David 
Shaver, project manager at Andalex. • 

Tbe 62 hoffion tons of cool found beneafo foe area’s 
red-rock cliffs bums hot but emits for less polluting 
sulfur than most coal mined in foe United Stotes. It is 
knownas“smercompliance’’coalbecanseilsprop- 
erties meet Cfban Air Act standards. Similar coal is 
mined in Indonesia, 

Some of foe coal was destined for Japan, which 
buys a tot of coal from faribnesia, officials said. 

A from trade publication raid some talk shows have 
raised questions to recent weeks abort whether Mr. 
Ointxars decision might benefit Indonesia and its 
Lippo Group, a cong lomera te at foe center of a con- 
troveray over canmaign contributions to Mr. CHnton 
rad the Democratic ftrty. (AP) 


Indonesia linkto VJS . Park? Quote/Vnquate 


WASHINGTON — When President Bffl Cfinton 
d*NMgmuad L7 rrriTHnn acres of Utah wflrfa n ess as a 
natiicaial be dafed plans to tap a huge 

reaave of ei wiro mnent-ftaenfoy cod. 

The White House says foe preadent acted to pre- 


Senator Sam Nunn, expressing regret that he did not 
vote to authorize foe Gulf War, saying it tom las 
credibility and killed any ctomce of bis naming far 
president: “If there was any kind of 10 percent 
possibility I was going to ran before that, mat was 


foe Pairte imfem*- Critics see a connection to In- well drat foe poatiou I had taken on that warm the next 
dpoesia, which already mines such clearer fuel. election would become the major debating 
Andalex Rescraroes, a U^. mi ning co m praiy owned point” (AP) 


m i 
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Drag-Related Juvenile Crime Doubles in 5 Years 


WASHINGTON 

.of juveniles charged wifonrawtoj^ 

-T&ncd crinfes 

.States has 

foe begnming of 

^coonnoes tofalL • ..l.j 


- “ft’s a ticking time bomb,” said. 
T b«n« Constantine, head of foe 
Ikqg Eaf oreement AdminisTratioo. 

Hoe a generation has lost the 
message.” 

Lkjyd Jobnstou, a researcher on 


vey, agreed foat "geaeratkoaT fer- 
gettii^' was mptfjee.'wifo pnranks 
.less boowle^wrae, and as a con- 
sequence loss' fearful, of foe zam- 
ificarionsof'drugs. 


has been accompanied by foe emer- 
gence of drag-dealing gaias* which 
often are willing to use children in 
their narmtics-pcddling operatiwis. 
Earlier tins year, federal autiiotioes 
said poEce and sheriff agencies 
across foe crummy estimated fort ap- 
proximately 652,000 gang members 
arc part of25,000 gangs arS that gang 




.to talk to yo4” audGaneial Bary 
McGaffi^.^reradertt KDOmtra’s 


increase to arrests reflects a drift in 
<youfo tofoodes foot be^an m 1989 . 
Wfo juvotito attimrirs toward 




frdato are scxJKflMitig to address foe 
i ro h le m. ■ . • •' 

“Narotics nstsearistobe gang 
np considerahfy,” said Cdkonel M. 


ctefty showed M 

meed agam la® year amro 

sefaoo3ch3drea. 


to^iun^/Vi^^/Thfrpe’s a 
Ibe increased avrrihfoiHiy of drags 


of tbe commanfties partidpating to 
foesravqr. 

The probtem is straining already 
taxed public resources. 

The problem is “getting worse,” ' 
said Cheri Walter, deputy director of 
the Department of Youth Services in 
Ohio. . 

■ Four years ago, 40 perce n t of jn- 
veniks convicted of senons crimes to 
Ohio had snbstance-abosc problems 
that requited residential dhig treat- 
ment. Today, about 70 percent do. 

Bvray^rvemle detomon center in 
foe state is now etnripped wife a sub- 
stance-abose unit mclmtes access 


to assistance groups such as Alco- 
holics Anonymous and Narcotics 


Anonymous. StiB struggling to oope, 


of the Golf War and is struggling to 
recover, said Drarid Rosenwrar, ex- 
ecutive director of foe International 
Association of Qrieft of Police. 

“Whai we have teamed is that we 
can never deep onr guard,” Mr. 
Rosenblatt said. ‘The droit needs to 
be continued on all ftorts.” 


Away From Politics 

• An anti-abortion activist says be was de- 
tained by Secret Service agents after he. told 
President Bffl Cfinton draing a Christmas Eve 
church service fora “God will caH yon to 
account” No charges were filed, and the 
Secret Service declined to comment (AP) 

• Mnraia Abo- Jamal, foe death row In- 
mate whose case attracted an interregional 
fafiowing, plans a second appeal of his con- 
viction to the 1981 murder of a Philadelphia 
police officer to the Pennsylvania Supreme 


Court after a judge ruled fora prison officials 
improperly opened letters from his rator- 
neys. (NYT) 

• Ovarian cancer patients who receive 

drugs directly in their abdomen rather than 
intravenous chemotherapy five longer and 
have fewer side effects to foe toxic treatment, 
a new study says. fAP) 

• Arkansas’s former governor, lira (toy 
Tucker, received a new fiver oo Onistmas 
Day raid faces months of recovery — and 
another ^ WlritewatrtjausecutionaftCTcimvic- 
tiotn on fraud and conspiracy charges. (AP) 
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Ohio is planning to c reate a third 
substance-abuse center for juvenile : 
offenders. 

The increase in juvenile narcotics 
activjfytojecemyearsisparticulaiiy j 
discodragiag because the trend runs i 
counter to other general declines in 1 
crime. Last year, the rate of vtolem j 
crinte continued to drop. Abo, after 
rising fbrnearlya decade, the number 
of juveniles charged with violent 
crime inched downward in 1995. 

Now some experts fear tbat hand- 
gained ground in hauling narcotics 
may be lost. 

As gaegs and drag operations 
begat to expaid then: iuDu earc e 
among jnvenues, national anfi-dnw 
rhetooc (fid not keep pace, some of- 
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Bombing at a Pagoda 
Kills 5 Near Rangoon 

Deaths Follow a Harmless Initial Blast 


Camfiedbf Our Suff Fran Duparia 

RANGOON — Burma accused stu- 
dent exiles and Karen ethnic insurgents 
on Thursday of planting a bomb that 
lolled five people and wounded 17 at a 
pagoda complex on the outskirts of Ran- 
goon. 

The bomb exploded Wednesday 
night while investigators were examin- 
ing damage from a blast that occurred 
two hours earlier. 

There were no casualties in the first 
explosion in the Maha Pasana cave, a 
Buddhist shrine popular with pilgrims 
and leaders of the military regime, 
where thousands pay homage daily to a 
relic believed to be one of the Buddha's 
teeth. 

Lieutenant General Tin Oo, third in 
command of the ruling State Law and 
Order Restoration Council, had visited 
the shrine three hours before the first 
explosion. 

State-run Radio Rangoon, monitored 
in Bangkok, said the explosions were 
caused by time bombs, while a Burmese 
government information sheet received 


Muslim Mob 
Sets Town Afire 
Iii I 


lonesia 


Reuters 

JAKARTA — An Indonesian mob, 
apparently incensed by a report that the 
police had beaten a Muslim religious 
teacher, set fire Thursday to churches, 
commercial buildings and vehicles, the 
police and residents said. 

They said die West Java town of 
Tasikmalaya. about 200 kilometers 
(125 miles) southeast of Jakarta, ap- 
peared to be under siege with smoke 
billowing from burning buildings. 

Residents contacted by telephone said 
policemen and troops had sealed off die 
town of about 500,000 people, but there 
were no immediate reports of casualties. 

They said the crowd of several thou- 
sand people, many of diem youths, ri- 
oted after the police had beaten die 
Muslim teacher and his two students. 

“Yes, die rioting is connected to that 
case,' ' a Tasikmalaya police official said. 
“The rioters are still going around town, 
and we are monitoring the situation." 

Another policeman said earlier that 
three Christian churches were among 
the buildings set on fire. A resident said 
two stores were reported to be burning. 
Several cars had also been set afire. 

In October, in the last major religious 
riot in the predominantly Islamic coun- 
try, 25 churches and a temple burned 
down and five people died in the Situ- 
bondo area of East Java. 

This riot was sparked by a court case 
in which a Muslim heretic received a jail 
term for blasphemy. 

The police official in Tasikmalaya 
said more than 200 policemen had been 
deployed and reinforcements had been 
sought from Bandung, about 120 ki- 
lometers to the northwest 

He said the police were trying to 
determine the extent of the damage in 
Tasikmalaya, a key road and rail transit 
town from Jakarta to central Java. 

A resident Chuisan, said several 
churches, commercial buildings and 
houses had been badly damaged. 

"There’s a group of people knocking 
on my door right now/’ he said. 

Like many Indonesians, Mr. Chuisan 
uses only one name. 

Another witness said the police and 
soldiers had cordoned off the town. He 
said he could see smoke billowing from 
the town center. 

Political and religious analysts say 
Christian churches become targets far 
mob violence in Indonesia primarily for 
economic and social reasons, because 
Christians are usually the more affluent 
members of the community. 


in Bangkok spoke of a small "timed 
mine." 

The information sheet quoted intel- 
ligence reports as saying that the All 
Burma Student Democratic Front and 
the Karen National Union “have con- 
cocted a plan to destabilize the peaceful 
situation prevailing in the country by 
terrorist activities.’* 

The two bombs exploded within 
slightly more than two hours of each 
other as visitors thronged the complex 
to pay homage to the relic, on loan from 
China. The first caused no casualties bat 
the second was deadly. 

It was not dear how many people 
were inside the man-made cave next to 
the Kaba Aye pagoda, north of Ran- 
goon. 

The information sheet said that ter- 
rorists bad intended to destroy the relic 
itself in order to create a diplomatic 
conflict with rhina. 

The dead included a Red Cross work- 
er. a police officer and two people in a 
civilian organization linked to the gov- 
ernment, the official newspaper New 
Light of Myanmar reported Thursday. 

A monk, six police officers and five 
visitors were among the wounded, die 
newspaper said. A second officer died 
later. All of the victims were believed to 
be Burmese. 

After the second explosion, the cave 
was closed. Security was tight Thurs- 
day, but worshipers were allowed to 
pray at the pagoda. 

The second bomb had been hidden in 
a vase where flowers offerings were 
being made to the relic, the information 
sheet said. 

Security was stepped up Thursday 
around the Chinese ambassador's home 
and official Chinese offices. 

Burmese government officials were 
not available for comment. 

Earlier, the official press linked the 
explosions to "destructive elements,’ * a 
term usually referring to su pp o r t e r s of 
the pro-democracy leader. Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi, as well as Communist 
guerrillas whom the regime blames for 
whipping up student unrest 
The government has cracked down 
this month on student protesters de- 
manding more civil liberties. The stu- 
dent demonstrations marked the biggest 
street unrest since the regime gunned 
down thousands of pro-democracy 
marchers in 1988. 

The Chinese Embassy condemned 
the bombings Thursday as a "terrorist 
action." 

The tooth was not damaged, the news- 
paper said. The tooth is believed to be one 
of two remaining since the Buddha's 
death 2^00 years ago. (AP, AFP) 


mn 



CALM AFTER THE STORM — A boat sinking Thursday in the South China Sea off eastern Malaysia 
after a tropical storm lashed the area with hi gh winds and swept away 100 people and 500 houses. 


BRIEFLY 


China Tightens Grip on Internet Ramos Checks Out of Hospital 


BEIJING — China said Thursday that it planned to 
strengthen its already strict controls ova: the Internet. 

C hina Consumers Daily, an official newspaper, did not 
provide details an the controls. But they are apparently part 
of government efforts to combat pornography and "cul- 
tural rubbish” — a term Chinese authorities use far things 
they consider unhealthy or politically suspect. 

Internet users were required earlier this year to register 
with tiie police, and Beijing has warned that laws against 
pornography, social disturbances and breaches of stale se- 
curity apply on-line. 

Government censors have aalso blocked Chinese access 
to web sites operated by some UJS. news agencies and 
human-rights groups. (AP) 


MANILA — President Hdd Ramos of the Philippines 
checked out of the hospital Thursday after neck surgeryto 
remove a life-threatening blockage in an artery to bis brain. 

“All's well that ends well, Mr. Ramos said as he 
stepped out of the elevator at the suburban Makati Medical 
Center. 

Mr. Ramos underwent a 75-minute operation Monday to 
remove cholesterol buildup in an artery on the right side of 
his neck. He underwent a round of medical tests Thursday 
before leaving the hospital. His doctor. Rani Bures, said 
chances of a recurrence were low, bat advised Mr. Ramos, 
68, leader to limit his activities until be fully recovers. ^ 

residence'near tire presidentiS^^ue for an hour, then 
headed to the office. (AP) 


Bhutto Left 6 Empty Treasury 9 w . r , „ t m n i 

... J ^ J . bn Lanka Feace lalks Humored 


ISLAMABAD. Pakistan — Malik Meraj Khalid, 
Pakistan’s interim prime minister, said Thursday that 
Pakistan’s treasury was almost empty when former Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto left office last month. 

When Miss Bhutto’s government was dissolved on Nov. 
5. Pakistan had not enough funds “even to purchase petrol 
for two weeks, * ’ Mr. Khalid said while inaugurating a high- 
pressure gas pipeline at Lahore. 

Miss Bhutto was dismissed by President Farooq Ahmed 
Leghari, who accused her government of rampant cor- 
ruption and misrule. She has denied the accusations against 
her and challenged her dismissal at the Supreme Court. 
New elections are set for Feb. 3. 

Mr. Khalid said he had initiated an accountability pro- 
cess which would continue, until all corrupt officials were 
given “due punishment.” ■ (AFP) 


COLOMBO — A sudden visit to India tins week by 
President Chandrika Bandaraaedke Knmaratunga of Sn 
T Jinka has raised speculation of renewed peace talk* with 
Tamil Tiger separatist guerrillas, analysts said Thursday. 

“India couldprobably play the rede of afiaeffitatorin peace 
talks,” said Harry GoopetQeke, a former air force officer. “I 
always believed there is an India factor in our ethnic prob- 
lem. I feel some discreet discussions are on the cards." 

Mrs. Kumaratunga arrived in India with ha two children 
on Tuesday on what was officially described as a holiday, 
but she is scheduled to hold talks witii Prime Minister ELD. 
Deve Gowda at the end of her visit 
Indian and Sri Lankan officials have played down reports 
of a link between Mrs. Kumaxatunga’s visit and rumored 
peace initiatives with die Tigers. * (Reuter) 



Japan Opposition Fragments Further 


AP 

Former Prime Minster Tsutomu 
Hata, who, with 12 members of the 
opposition, formed the Sun Party. 


By Nicholas D. Kristof 

New York Tunes Service 

TOKYO — Japan’s main opposition 
party crumbled a bit more Tnursday 
when one of its founding members 
bolted to form a new parly. 

Former Prime Minister Tsutomu 
Hata led the split, taking 12 members of 
Parliament with him to form the Sun 
Party. While the new party is not ex- 
pected to be a major force anytime soon, 
tiie breakup underscored the instability 
in Japanese national politics and in par- 
ticular the travails of the opposition. 

Japan has never really had a two- 
party political system, and, while a 
political realignment may be under way, 
there is not much sign that a two-party 
system will result For now. by far the 
strongest political force in Japan re- 
mains the long-ruling Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party of Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto. 

While Mr. Hata said that the Sun 
Party would cooperate at times with 
other opposition groups, the split will 
make it easier for Mr. Hashimoto to 
preside over the government without 


having to look over his shoulder. For 
now the focus of attention is on conflict 
within the opposition, rather than con- 
frontation between the opposition and 


lulu^camps. 


chose the party's name because 
we aim to be the nucleus of the op- 
— tenacious and bright,’* 


“This is a little bit painful,” he ad- 
ded, referring to splitting from the New 
Frontier Party that he helped to found. 
“But our intention is to farm a separate 
party to promote further progress, and I 
would like to m ake this an opportunity 
for Japanese politics to function bet- 
ter.” 

The question is whether New Frontier 
will splinter further in the coming 
months. Some leading members left in 
September to farm the Democratic Party. 
Some analysts expect another fanner 
prime minister, Morihiro Hosokawa, to 
defect from New frontier. 


None of the wrangling has much to do 
witii patty policies. Rather, tiie main 
source of tension has been the strong 
leadership — or autocratic style, de- 
pending on who is speaking — of the 
New frontier’s top trader; Idtiro Oz- 
awa. 

Mr. Ozawa is widely acknowledged 
as a brilliant election strategist and a 
master of backroom maneuvering. But 
as a party boss, he seems unable to lode 
at feathers without ruffling them, and 
the result has been a series erf internal 
power struggles. 

The Liberal Democrats won nation- 
al elections in October in large part 
because of opposition dnarray. In 
many constituencies, the Liberal 
Democratic candidate won with a 
minority of the vote because the op- 
position was divided among the New 
Frontier, the Social Democrats, the 
Democratic Party and tiie Commu- 
nists. 


Prime Minister 
Of Singapore 
‘Furious 5 Over 
U.S. Criticism 


SINGAPORE — Prime Minister 
Goh Chok Tong of Singapore said 
Thursday that he was “furious, flab- 
bergasted and floored” ova U.S. cri- 
ticism of his election campaign tactics. 

A State Dep ar t men t spokeswoman 
on Tuesday criticized Me. Gob and other 
People's Action Party candidates over 
their use of a housing-upgrade program 
to woo voters. 

The Foreign Affairs Ministry later 
accused Washington of interfering in 
’s domestic affairs, 
was astounded yesterday when 1 
heard of this report,’* Mr. Goh srid 
ttining campaigning for elections 
Thursday in which hzs People’s Action 
Party is assured a majority. 

“Yes, we have to respond offi- 
cially,” the prime minister said when 
asked if Singapore would respond to the 
co mment from the U.S. State Depart- f 
meat. 

Mr. Goh and otto ministers have told 
voters they would lose out on renov- 
ation programs that would increase the 
value of their homes if they elected an 
opposition candidate. Mr. Goh said their 
housing .estates would get left behind 
and become stums. 

On Wednesday, the U.S. State De- 
partment said: ‘ ‘We miderstand that rul- 
ing party candidates, including tiie 
prime minister, have warned that con- 
stituencies that elect opposition can- 
didates will receive low priority in ex- 
tensive government plans to upgrade 
housing realities.” 

“We believe that voters everywhere 
should be able to vote without fear of 
from government as are- 
of their responsibilities as cit- 
izens,” the State Department added. 

The Foreign Affairs Ministry called 
the comments “undisguised interfer- 
ence in Singapore's domestic poh- . 
tics.” © 

' “This is not the first time that U-S . T 
officials have tried to influence domes- 
tic politics in Singapore,” the ministry 
added. “In die UJS- tiie use erf political 
advertisements to scare voters with the 
of losing health and welfare 
if they should vote for the 
wrong party has been honed to a fine 
art.” 

TheruBngparty, which has won every 
election in Singapore since 1959, was 
returned to power Monday even before 
an election date had been set Candidate 
nominations dosed Monday with op- 
position patties challenging only 36 of 
the 83 Parliament seats up for grabs. 

Mr. Goh and farmer feme Minister 
Lee Kuan Yew were among the party’s 
top figures who were dedarea auto- 
matically re-elected when no candidates 
challenged them in their districts. 

Mr. Goh said the State Department 
remarks were “totally absurd, and it 
took me 10 mimites to calm myself 
down before I could face tiie press con- 
ference.” 

“This is a local election and what we 
offer the people as aprogcam is no more 
different from what any candidate any- 
where else will offer their electorate,” 
headded. 

The Foreign Affairs Ministry said 
Sin gapore baa not commented on ejec- 
tions m the United Stales, where it said 
there were cadkra opport u nities for com- 
ment . 

“Bnt this is not how countries should 
conduct relations with each other. We 
expect U.S. officials to accord us tiie 
same courtesy,” it said. 

Mr. Goh sand that the government had 
also had to protest in 1988 over the 
actions of a u.S. diplomat. 

requested that E. 

be withdrawn, he said, because the dip- 
lomat had been. encoura ging an oppo- 
sition member, Francis Seow. 

(Reuters, AFP) 
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1 Amassed, with 
"in" 

• English channel 
■ Org. founded in 
1890 
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May apple 


is Swede's name 
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copyright 
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Down Under 
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around in the 
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2 Means of 


a Lew, after 1971 
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Discrimination, Pure and Simpl 


OPINION/LETTERS 


.W^ t H1N GTO N _i fthe 
Z ™ casualty of war ie 

^ debate about affirmative 
action is language. By way of 

submit *e sale- 
mew of Mark Rosenbaum, a 
avil ngbts lawyer wbohaSed 
a recent pro-affirmaiive ac- 
Oon judicial decision in Cali- 
fornia: ‘This decision ,.7de- 
feats ibe efforts to take 
government out of the busi- 
f* 8 ® of eliminating discrim- 
ination. ’ fo other worrit 
"*1* government in the busi- 

Whatever its.virtoes — and 
®ey are not negligible — af- 
firmaove action always has 
oeen plagued by a reluctance 

rJ!** language as 

Jjoo. ahakespeare and Mr 
Traeger, my high school Eng- 
hsh teacher, intended. The 
fact of the matter is that about 
the only way you can ensure 
that certain minorities get in- 
to, say, the Califo rnia nrri - 
versity system in anything ap- 
‘I preaching their proportion of 
the general population is to 
ensure that others are not ad- 
mitted. This is discrimination, 
and a lot of people — in fact, a 
majority of Califor nians in. 
the last election — said they 
! did not like it one bit 

This reluctance, this down- 
; right inability to speak 
plainly, plagues all sorts of 
affirmative-action programs 
and results, even at the highest 
levels. We had the example 
1 just the other day of President 
Bill Clinton realizing literally 
at the eleventh hour that his 
new cabinet lacked a Hispan- 
ic. So at a meeting That lasted 
until after midnight arid into 
the day when he was sched- 
uled to announce his appoiri t - 
' ments, the president got a 
bright idea: Federico Pena for 
energy secretary. 


By Richard Cohen 

Does Mr. Pena know any- 
thing about energy? Not 
really. Does he know any- 
thing much about being a cab- 
inet secretary? Here again the 
answer is not much. He has 
oeen the secretary of trans- 
portation and was scheduled 
to leave the administration 
without, as far as anyone 
could tell, the White House 
expressing much regret 

In -feet, Mr. Pena is best 
remembered for scurrying 
down to Florida to praise-' 
ValoJet after one of its planes 
plunged into die Everglades. 
For a moment you would 
have thought he represented 
the airline industry and not — 
or not also' — the public. 

The president now has a 
cabinet with the .requisite 
eyerythings — although it is a 
bit short of talent Janet Reno, 
chosen originally, because she 
is a woman, remains a woman 
and not much of an attorney 
general. Gvil libertarians will 
note that she used her one ap- 
pearance before the Supreme 
Court to advocate yet greater 
expansion of police powers-— 
in this case, fee right to order 
aS passengers, not just' the 
driver, out of asiopped auto^ 
mobile, including, fee- aged 
and fee infirm. Some mem- 
bers of fee Suprcote Court - 
were appropriately appalled. 

Diversity is a noble goal, 
bat fee pursuit of it can get 
both silly and dangerous. At 
fee start of his first tom, Mr. 
Clinton wanted a cabinet feat 
looked like America. He 
dropped that language this 
time around, but not, it seems, 
the goaL Regardless, the idea 
is preposterous: 

Of the cabinet’s 14 mem- 
bers, African-Americans (3) 
areovenepresegtedapd some 


Jews (2). Women (4) ate ■*- 

sorely underrepresented and 
so are Hispanics fl). The cab- T> OST 

met has no Asians, no Muslims JJHigg 

and no acknowledged homo- went to t« 

' sexuals. It's not America. It's a English 

political concoction — and so local sd 
it should be. Cockney 

Diversity in politics is not a In Oal 

new idea. In many American involved 

cities, tickets had to be hal- Pygraahi 

anced — Italians. Jews, Irish, faced wi 

African-Americans, Hispaa- African-/ 

ics, Poles, you name h — and. decreed! 
the exercise was supremely ferentlai 

cynical. But it never posed as Using 
anything other than what it Academe 
was. Nowadays, though, apre- called fo 

tense is made about merit, and dally ini 

so we have witnessed Pres- purposes 
idem George Bush’s ludicrous ' iruacy an 
praise of his Supreme Court audio fai 
nominee Oarence Thomas, or mastery c 

President Clinton’s midnigh t By fifl 

discovery feat Mr. Pena is the black stre 

best person in all fee United Ebonics — 
States to run fee Department “ebony" 
of Energy. ceived in 

The result is that language par with ] 

itself gets corrupted. The ob- They 1 
vious is denied. The word guistic ec 
“discrimination” gets to be What < 
used only one way— majority members 

. against minority — and even declared 
those labels get used where, as eigners h 

in seme local situations, they defeatisn 

do not apply. (In W ashingt on, 

the majority is a minority.) 

As when dictatorships are • 
called people’s republics or 
firings disguised as layoffs, 
you get the sense that 
something mportant and ugly Goins El 
is being obscured, hi die case ® 

of affirmative action or, often, Regardin 

diversity, it’s that certain the Sky! It's 
people are being chosen over ion, Dec. 1 
other people on fee basis of Greenberg: 
race or sex. That — no matter Thewriti 

who does it and for what rea- the intemad 
son - — is dis mmrnatinn r and ate a Space 


Double-talk Will Not Help Black Children 


B OSTON — Whai would Henry 
H igg ins make of this? What ifhe 


By EUen Goo dman icon -bom child in his family, started calling it bad English, call h Ebonics. 

school, many teachers were, shall we But it will not do to shuck children or 
say. "unencumbered" by sensitivity each other. These children, who 
children in inner cities live in another training. A sometimes stated goal of watch television in their homes, do 
country, where they literally don’t public schools in my city and others not need a simultaneous interpreter, 
speak the same language? was to “Americanize" children Black English is not fee language of 

What do you say to parents and from families that were overtly de- Maya Angelou or Jesse Jackson, 
teachers so tom between the desire scribed as illiterate and superstitious, Ebonics is not the African English 
forrespectandthedesireforleaming the “refuse" from other, teeming spoken by South Africa's Arehbisb- 
that they too become "bilingual"? shores. op Desmond Tutu or the incoming 

The irony is that too many Amer- There were those teachers whose UN secretary-general, Kofi Annan, 
icans are tongue-tied, speaking only only interest in self-esteem was in In school districts that are already 


calling it bad English, call fr Ebonics. 
But it will not do to shuck children or 
each other. These children, who 


Cockney anofeer language? 

hi Oakland, California, they are 
involved in a modem remake- of the 


Pygmalion story. A school board for respec r and fee desire for learning 
faced wife the failure of too many that they too become ‘‘bilingual*'? 


African-American students has now 
decreed slang to be a valid and dif- 
ferent language. 

Using the dense vocabulary of 
Academese, fee board members also 
called for classes to be taught par- 
tially in Ebonics "for fee combined 


speak the same language? 

What do you say to parents and 
teachers so torn between the desire 


The irony is that too many Amer- 
icans are tongue-tied, speaking only 


Black English is not fee language of 
Maya Angelou or Jesse Jackson. 
Ebonics is not the African English 
spoken by South Africa's Archbish- 
op Desmond Turn or fee incoming 
UN secretary-general, Kofi Annan. 

In school districts feat are already 


MEANWHILE 


feeir own. My father would talk of stunningly segregated 


college friends who grew up 
ashamed to speak German or Italian 
at home, ashamed of their immigrant 


called for classes to be taught par- one language in a diverse world. But at home, ashamed of their immigrant 
daily in Ebonics "for the combined Ebonics is a second language for a parents and ashamed of feeir shame, 
purposes, of maintaining the legit-, second-class life. It's a “language" There was a lot of heal applied to fee 
iroacy and richness of such language defined, or invented, by people who melting pot feat we look back upon 
and- to facilitate their acquisition and did not get their Ph.D.s or their jobs with such nostalgia, 
mastery of English language skills.'' speaking it. Bui there was also a commitment 

By fiat, they have transformed Even the proud Eliza Doolittle — however ruthless — to integration, 
black street talk into Ebonics and put was realistic and ambitious enough to preparing children to enter die new 


"ebony" and “phonics" first con- 
ceived in academic circles — on a 
par with French or Chinese. 

They have made "I be" the lin- 
guistic equivalent of “je sins.” 

What do you say to school board 
members so desperate that they have 
declared their students to be for- 
eigners in their own country? Is it 


offspring of to know that she needed a verbal 


passport to a better life. When she 
came to the impossible Higgins for 
English lessons, h wasn't to become 


English lessons, rt wasn t to become child s self-respect or respect for par- 
a Rut Lady but to work in a flower ents in order to make her life better 


with such nostalgia. 

Bui there was also a commitment 
— however ruthless — to integration, 
to preparing children to enter the new 
world. The community was invested 
in feeir collective future. 

I do not think you have to destroy a 
child's self-respect or respect for par- 


shop. She said. * ‘They won't take me 
unless I can talk more genteel. ” 
Like any American descended 
from immigrants, I know something 
about language and culture. In the 


than theirs. 


Ebonics is now touted as a tool for 
teaching what is called Standard 
English. But to validate slang as fee 
“real black talk" undermines fee 
English lesson. It teaches feat fee 
poorest inner-city culture is fee 
“real" black homeland. 

English is a rich and diverse lan- 
guage. In America alone, there are 
distinct dialects and speech patterns 
feat go far beyond the inner cities, 
ranging from the “hollers'’ of Ap- 
palachia to the down east reaches of 
Maine. But it is also known that if you 
only speak your mother's tongue, you 
may only lead your mother’s life. Any 


It's not bard to understand the child who wants to navel to a wider 
motive of Toni Cook, an Oakland world needs to talk his way out. 


board member, to “quit saying 
there's something wrong wife a ma- 


defeatism that says the poorest black era when my father, the first Amer- jority of the children." Instead of 


That’s what missing in Oakland's 
debate about language: straight talk. 
The Boston Globe. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Going Exploring 

Regarding Look, Up in 
the Sky! It's a Turkey /” (Opin- 
ion. Dec. 18) by Darnel S. 


tical undertaking that can en- 
rich fee world. In the short run 


NATO as a move toward en- 
larging the military alliance. 


The writer’s denigration of than grubbers on the Earth, 
the international effort to ere- which we are steadily degrad- 


it may offer less than a On fee contrary, we see it as 
multiplicity of small, relai- the consolidation of deroo- 
ively inexpensive probes. But cracy in Eastern Europe, 
if we are going to be more More than a year ago. the 


offers a unique chance to re- countries. As a former 
define the role of the United Ecuadoran delegate to the 


used to be considered me of 


oe station reminds 
naysayers who de- 


ing, we will have to go be- 
yond pecking at potential 


On fee contrary, we see it as Nations and to establish what UN, Miguel Alborooz, said: 
the consolidation of demo- long-term reforms and respon- “In the developing countries, 
cracy in Eastern Europe. Abilities it should undertake, the UN does not mean frus- 
More than a year ago. the Paramount among those re- tration, confrontation or 
Polish government declared sponpbUities is for the UN to condemnation. Ir means en- 
itself in favor of concluding continue as an instrument of vironmental sanitation; agri- 
a strategic treaty between international peace. To fulfill cultural production; telecom- 


wrong. To call it anything else cried Columbus’s voyage of cosmic knowledge. 


is an abuse of language — in discovery 


other words, a lie. 

. The Washington Post. 


ToourLeahjaean 

industrial - 

„ MACHINE! 


scovery as unlikely to The riches of space will not 

ovide a finan cial return. be gold or diamonds but 
The space station is a prac- knowledge that will have un- 
dreamed of uses and value in 
■ the third millennium and 

beyond. 

• GERALD C. HARDY. 

\ TiaCfti | Manchester, Connecticut. 


provide a finan cial return. 


a strategic treaty between international peace. To fulfill 
NATO and Russia. This is the feat role it has ro have not only 
best proof that we do not want the mandate but also the re- 


to be a “frontline state.'* 
Building a new European 
architecture is not a zero-sum 
game. We should all profit 
from that endeavor. We in 
Poland would be happy to be 


Democracy’s Spread 

I read with interest fee ed- n ^he writer i 
itorials “NATO Expansion" Poland's arm 
(Dec. 13) and “Club of foreign policy. 
Democracies" (Dec. 14). 

Needless to say. we in Poland Future of the UN 
disagree wife the first and 
fully agree wife fee second. The selectic 


ADAM BROMKE. 
Warsaw. 


The writer is an adviser to group of countries dictate the 
Poland's prime minister on policies of fee organization. 


international peace. To fulfill cultural production; telecom- 
feat role it has to have not only muni cations; the fight against 
fee mandate but also the re- illiteracy; fee great struggle 
sped and cooperation of all against poverty, ignorance 
member states. and disease." 

The world confronts a tran- CESAR CHELALA. 

sitional period of widespread New York, 

social upheaval, ethnic vio- 
lence and unrivaled complex- Street Courage 
Russia s true partner m feat tty in relations among coon- 

project. tries. The management of 1 hope the people who have 

international relations requires been marching in the streets 
feat fee UN refled a balance of of Serbia realize that feeir 
opinions and that no country or demonstrations and courage 


sped and cooperation of all 
member states. 

The world confronts a tran- 
sitional period of widespread 
social upheaval, ethnic vio- 
lence and unrivaled complex- 


hilly agree wife fee second. The selection of Kofi An- 
We do not regard expansion of nan as UN secretary-general 


nip of countries dictate the are widely noticed and ad- 
ijcies of fee organization. mired, and feat fee worldwide 

Through the UN Develop- contempt now felt toward fee 
ment Program and other Serbian government does not 
agencies, the UN has contrib- include contempt for the Ser- 
uted to improve the economic bian people, 
situation and further fee de- GEORGE BUEHLER. 

velopment of the poorest Freeland. Washington. 
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P ARIS — For years I walked down 
Rue Racine, always lingering to 
study and admire the fanciful 
though long neglected Art Nou- 
veau exterior of die defunct Bouillon 
Charder, a populist chain of restaurants 
founded in 1860 by a butcher, Pierre-Louis 
Duval. H is idea was to serve simple meals at 
a single price, and the specialty was boiled 
beef (bouilli) served with its stock. Young 
waitresses — known as petites bonnes — 
replaced the traditional garcons, donning 
white headdresses and frilly white aprons. 
The menu grew, as did the restaurants’ 
popularity and number, and Duval was 
quickly imitated. (The Charder copycat still 
exists at 7 Rue du Faubourg Montmartre, in 
the 9th airondissement). 

It comes as no surprise to find other 
romantics in the food world: As the chef 
Olivier Simon wandered about Paris in 
search of a place he could embrace, he found 
this glorious two-story restaurant, complete 
with its undulating chandeliers, stylized 
atelier-style windows, stained glass and gi- 
ant beveled mirrors. He found willing part- 
ners in several Belgian breweries, as well as 
France's Department of Historic Monu- 
ments. which carefully oversaw the 
painstaking job of bringing die Belle 
Epoque treasure back to life. 

A beer for every TASTE Open since mid- 
November. Le Bouillon Racine has quickly 
become an active neighborhood spot, where 
beers like Benedictine Mardesous. Brouc- 
sella 1900 and Westvleteren Abt lead an 
extensive hit parade of special brews. With 
a cuisine devoted to tbe best of Belgium, the 
food here is hearty and filling even without 
tbe help of several thirst-quenching beers. 

But even if you are not a beer lover, 
loosen up a bit here, for what you'll find is 
Beigiunrs best artisanal brews, including 
the Palm Speciale on tap, a light and golden 
beer that’s honey-like and pleasantly bitter 
at the same. Equally satisfying is tbe house 
Blonde de Bouillon, a pale, golden pilsner 
that's very, very dry. Bouillon Racine also 
offers many versions of Gueuze Lambic, 
unique spontaneously fermented wheat 
beers from the Senne Valley, west of Brus- 
sels, and a collection of beers produced by 
Cistercian monks at five different abbeys, 
including the strong (9 percent alcohol) 
Chimay Bleu, with its deep copper color and 
creamy, dense head. 

All this talk of beer brings on a strong 
appetite, the better to tuck into chef Simon’s 
ethereal mousse prepared from jambon 
d Ardennes and accompanied by a juniper- 
beny-flavored gelatin. At once salty, 
creamy and pungent, it’s an ideal palate 
waker-upper. accompanied by a fine dark 
bread from master baker Jean-Luc 
Poujaran. Equally hearty is the generous 
casserole of mussels, tiny shrimp and baby 
clams (though I wish thechef had tried to rid 
the shellfish of sand with a bit more care). 

T HE rabbit braised in beer was fitting 
and filling, though the accompanying 
fries were a bit anemic and under- 
cooked. The classic waterzooi — poached 
chicken bathed in cream and vegetables — 
was wanning and generous, one of the finer 
versions of the dish I’ve ever sampled. 

The menu, which changes monthly, in- 
cludes Belgium’s greatest hits — such as 
shrimp croquettes, river eel in green sauce 
and the brioche-like cramique with currants 
and raisins — but also features a number of 
attractive-sounding dishes that depend upon 
beer for their character, including suckling 
pig roasted with the emphatically bitter Or- 
val beer and rack of lamb roasted in a pale 
biere blonde. 

The decor — all in celadon green and 
ocher — puts one in a festive mood, and 
service is impersonal but effective. At 
lunchtime, the restaurant becomes a tea 
salon, featuring the teas of Manage Freres, 
organic herb teas from Herbes du Luxem- 
bourg, and hot chocolate from Brussels. 

Le Bouillon Racine, 2 Rue Racine, Paris 
6; tel: 01 44 32 15 60. Closed Sunday. 
Master Card, Eurocard and Visa. 78-franc 
and 87-franc lunch and late-night menus; 
108-franc lunch and dinner menu. A la carte 
105 to 220 francs, including service but not 
wine or beer. Open until 1 AM. Tea salon 
service from 2:30 to 6 PM. 
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In Bleak Winter, Joys of a New-Found Land > j 


By Katherine Ashenburg 




Tt 


S T. JOHNS, Newfoundland — New- 
foundland is not for everyone, which is 
perhaps why a guidebook to the island is 
called “Come Near at Your Peril.” It is 
. with as many as 25.000 left unemployed by 
mrent moratorium on cod fishing; its rocky 
topography, soil and climate could charitably be 
described as challenging. But Newfoundland's 
combination of Ireland. Norway. Iceland and 
something irrepressibly its own is unforgettable. 

Maybe it's the fact that it was a separate 
country with its own coins, stamps, national 
anthem and fierce sense of identity until joining 
Canada in 1949. Maybe it’s the strongly Irish 
cast to the population, with Welsh and English 
additions. As the Canadian writer Sandra Gwyn 
notes, ‘ ‘Neither the Scotch nor die Loyalist ethic 
— those twin wet blankets of die soul — ever 
intruded here. No Loyalists ever turned up and 
there were never enough Scotch to matter. ’ 
Two recent American novels. " ‘The Shipping 
News” by E. Annie Proulx and “The Bird 
Artist” by Howard Norman, have given fic- 
tional life to the Newfoundland outport or fish- 
ing village. But the capital city, St John’s, which 
the writer Jan Morris called “the most enter- 
taining town in North America,” is still a new- 
found land. 

Perched on vertiginous hills that sweep down 
to die sea, Sl John’s teeter-totters tetween 
somber stone temples of church and state and 
cheekily painted clapboard houses with mansard 
roofs. Known locally as Southcott houses, for 
die chief builder of the town’s residential streets 
after the Great Fire of 1892. these quickly built 
Second Empire homes still have a temporary, 
theatrical look, as if a child with a new box of 
crayons had been asked to decorate tbe city. 

The tourist office in City Hall, on New dower 
Street, puts out a guide to city walks and drives, 
and the one on the historic East End is a good 
introduction to the stony official capital (the 
former seat of government, called die Colonial 
Building, and tbe vice regal residence, called 
Government House), as well as the iower- 
middle-class Southcott houses on Military Road, 
and the prosperous, more detailed Southcotts 
and voluptuous Queen Annes on Rennies Mill 
and Circular Roads. 

Comino In From tmh Cold 

Touring in a Newfoundland winter requires 
occasional to frequent thermal interludes. One of 
the best, close to St Thomas Church and Gov- 
ernment House as well as the residential streets, 
is in the Hotel Newfoundland. The Court Garden 
is an ersatz tropical affair of plants and rattan 
chairs. But outside the window there’s 
something harder, colder and much more real — 
die Narrows, with Cabot Tower on the top of the 
brown rock, and a straggle of colored houses 
along the twisting road called the Battery. Drink 
tea or something more potent and admire the 
dark gray sheet of water glinting between the 
enclosing cliffs. 

Another respite from the cold in this neigh- 
borhood is Devon House Craft Center, on Duck- 
worth Street, an urbane mansarded house where 
very un-urban crafts are sold. The Newfoundland 
and Labrador Craft Development Association 
purveys native carvings, booked mats resembling 
jewel-toned primitive paintings and handkmt 
clothing. More unusual are tea dolls from Lab- 
rador, a tradition from the pre- 1950s migrations, 
when everyone in the family, including children, 
carried their share of provisions to the hunting 
grounds. (The dolls held tea and returned stuffed 
with grass or leaves.) About 12 inches (30 cen- 
timeters) high and filled with about two pounds (a 
kilogram) of loose tea, today's dolls are beaded 
and embroidered, with faces and hands of 
smoked caribou skin, and cost about $155. 
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A NOTHER Sl John’s walk begins at the 
harbor, with an inventory of boats. Even 
in the off season, the doughty likes of the 
John Cabot, Terra Nova, Acachenne Gale and 
Northern Princess give you a taste of the port's 
salty origins. Proceed up to Water Street, where 
people have been doing business since the early 
16th century; now admittedly seedy-looking, the 
street is still lined with no-nonsense 19th-cen- 
tury commercial buildings. Climb the Court- 
house steps past the chunky rock-farad 
Romanesque Revival Courthouse, finished in 
1901. To the right of the Courthouse on Duck- 
worth Street, the Newfoundland Museum offers 
free warmth and appealing (if minimal) intro- 
ductions to the province’s wildlife, native 
peoples and European settlers. 

If you continue up Cathedral Street, past the 
Anglican Cathedral on the left and the almost 
scanty Baroque Masonic Temple (1897) on your 
right, you’ll reach one of Sl John’s delights, 
Gower StreeL It’s a rainbow of Southcott 
houses, typically flat-faced working-class 


FHB toTte New Yot Tton 

Shops along blustery Water Street in St. 
John's, above, and an inviting doorway in 
the capital city's historic East End. 

dwellings, their third-stray dormer windows 
either peaked or bonnet-topped. The homogen- 
eous shapes, combined with a near-manic color 
$rheme of shiny reds, greens and blues, make the 
street look slightly stagey and wholly irres- 
istible. (Old-timers will tell you that Sl John’s 
vibrant and pastel colors with contrasting trim 
are only about 20 years old; before that, houses 
were painted brown, dark green, gray and red 
ocher without trim color.) 

There’s no use denying that, for tbe two main 
streets of a provincial capital, Water and Duck- 
worth Streets offer shopping that looks more 
funky than utilitarian. The dearth of large stores 
is partly due to the North American drift to 
suburban malls, partly to Newfoundland's 
poverty. But while it must be frustrating for tbe 
inhabitants, the w^nnHanM of downtown music 
shops, cafes, bookstores and craft shops makes 
for offbeat shopping with a strongly local flavor. 
On Duckworth, Wordplay is the best bookstore 
for Newfoundland books, and Cod Jigger 
(named for the fishing technique of jiggling a 
hook cm a line) has a good supply of hooted 
mats , chair covers, tea cozies ana other crafts. 

POIONANT WORKADAY POETRY For my 

money, one of the most alluring places in Sl 
J ohn’s is a nonprofit cooperative store called 
Nonia, at 286 Water StreeL Noma, an acronym 
for die Newfoundland Outport Nursing and In- 
dustrial Association, has been selling weaving, 
handknit mittens, hand-smocked chesses and 
other crafts since 1920. But it’s the more than 
200 knitters and weavers around the province 
who really fuel Nonia, and give the store its 
poignant, workaday poetry. 

Fat “thrummed” mittens, lined with tufts of 
lambswool, cost $22; fisherman’s sweaters nm 
about $115; chunky gray socks sell for $1230. 
Mittens beautifully crowded with snowflakes 
and caribou in various formations, in fine stock- 
ing wool, cost $1230. 

Forgetting that a certain segment of New- 
foundland lives in the continuous present, I 
hoped aloud that Nania’s knitters would never 
abandon their traditional patterns. Tbe sales- 
woman looked bemused at the odd notion. Why 
in the world would they do that? 

As with knitting patterns, Newfoundland pre- 
serves its traditional ways with food, but not 
often in Sl John’s restaurants. (An exception is 
the Thursday evening buffet in the Outport, in 
the Hotel Newfoundland.) When I found a cab- 
driver knowledgeable about fish’n’ brewis (pro- 
nounced brews), a. concoction of salt cod, pota- 
toes and hard tack, I asked where I could eat iL 
Baffled, he called his dispatcher, who had a 
characteristic answer “She’d be some welcome 
at our house, but no one’s there now.” 

Sometimes it seems that everyone in St 
John's plays music — traditional Newfound- 
land, Celtic, jazz, whatever — and one of the 
town’s most reliable pleasures is a pub crawl on 
George Street, where there’s live music at a 
handful of pubs, at least on Friday and Saturday 
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nights. The highly regarded Fat Cat Blues Baron 
George Street holds a Newfoundland folk ses- 
sion every Monday evening. Another favorite, 
tiie Ship Inn down the alley at 265 Duckworth 
Street presents Kelly Russell, one of Canada’s 
finest fiddlers, on Saturday evenings. On a re- 
cent bleak midwinter night, Mr. Russell played 
an ageless-sounding Celtic song on the con- 
certina, then moved to tbe fiddle. Tbe bar filled 


Racing for Laps, and We Don’t Mean Santa’s: The Slot-Car Revival 
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By Brad Spurgeon 

' ' Imermmal Herald Tribune • • 

H I HEVILLY-LARUE. France — It was 

embarrassing moment: I rolled the 
p| car three times before completing a 

. j§! single lap of the circuit. I did it under the 

E l watchful eyes of a Formula One driver and a 1 2- 

-4 year-old boy who. when 1 finally did complete a 

1: MSSSS few laps, was turning times five seconds faster 

"T j than mine with a car his mom had bought him. 

I i- I had my excuses, not least of which that I’d 

J | never driven a race car 320 kilometers an hour 

\ I (200 mph) down the straightaway of a track 

hV before. Fortunately this trade was only 52 meters 

§1 long, the car was a I/24th size model — and I 

Ji\ was clearly not inside it Still, like kids of all 

T [ ages. I was thoroughly enjoying the 1990s re- 

Og vivai of a 1960s fad: slot-car racing. 

The concept of a miniature car racing down a 
£7 Njs; track with a guide flag under the chassis sticking 
ftteygl in a slot — and powered by the electrical contact 

rrai made by wire braids against the track — was 
/ /iPR reputedly bom in the tmd-’50s after the British 
'A fePm) magazine Model Maker published an article 
about someone’s similar earlier invention. 
■#§# During its heyday, the slot-car racing industry 

was a S500-million-a-year business. In 1960, 
one company, Aurora, sold 2 million kits and 12 
> & million cars in the United States alone. In 1963, 
— - 1 — England created a federation of racers, and the 

McsiieAKatfiHT decade that followed was to see a worldwide 


expansion, with 3,000 public raceways in tbe 
United States and 200 in Europe. At the Palais 
Berlitz in Paris in 1966, one race attracted 10,240 
drivers vying for the grand prize of a real car. 

By the early 1970s, however, tbe fad was 
being killed by its own success and poor or- 
ganization. Professional slot-car racers went to 
commercial venues and won all the races, leav- 
ing amateurs little opportunity to taste the thrill 
of winning. So the amateurs began to stick to 
their small home slot-car tracks. 

While the sale of those children’s toys never 
ceased, it is only in the last few years that the 
commercial track has been reborn. 

Anyone Can Do hr 

The track where I bad my initiation, die FLF1 
Competition Center in Chevifly-Larue, east of 
Paris, was founded by a French Formula One 
driver, Franck Lagorce, after he rediscovered his 
boyhood toy track in his parents’ attic. His aim is 
to open iro slot-car racing to every ooe- 

The 1 2-year-old who outpaced me, Franck 
Clerc, has been going to the track with his friends 
after school almost every day since it opened in 
September. He has set fastest-lap records twice. 

One of tiie advantages to slot-car racing is that 
anyone can do it, and without risk of injury. 

“The clients can be 70 years old,” said 
Lagorce. “And women win races here too. This 
is not a macho activity or one where women do 


not have their place. There are lots of children, 
but I won’t hide tiie fact that die average age is 
30. Generally the first time they come, parents 


children so they can play themselves.’ ’ 

As he spoke, a client was running his car 
alone, trying to set a lap record against the timer 
— which is good to the thousandth of a second. 
Nicolas Legendre, 29, a computer technician by 
profession, takes part in races, but also works out 
alone with bis 1/24 prototype racers, which go 
faster than the more popular model, the 1 /32- 
Does it make him feel like a race car driver? 
“A little,” he said. “The cars react a little like 
a real car and you can set them up like a real one 
too. I’ve been going til real races since 1 was 14 
years old and I’ve played with these things since 
I was really small too, at home. But this is 
nothing like that Its something else. The cars, 
the confrol handles, tire brakes. Once you’ve 
tasted this, you come back.” 

Lagorce says his is the biggest commercial 
track m Europe, with the fastest lap turning at a 
record 13.84 seconds. It’s a six-lane track that 
can be divided into two smaller ones. The center 
runs races almost daily, from sprints to six-hour, 
12-hour, and is even planning a 24-hour race. 

What draws adults as well as kids to this 
Lilliputian game? 

“I’ve met people here who have said, T had 
notiling to do, and I’m a little too fat to play 
tennis, so tins is great for me,’ ” says Lagorce. 
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up and it was, as they would say in Sl John’s, a 
grand way to pass an evening. Or, to quote a 
19tiHrentury visitor and the tine of an anthology 
of views of Newfoundland, “Complaints is 
many and various, but the odd Divil likes it” 


Katherine Ashenburg, the author of “ Going to 
Town: Architectural Walking Tours in Southern 
Ontario," wrote this for The New York Times. 


Today they have several cars, and they come 
almost every day. They come for the spirit of 
competition-” 

They also return because it is relatively in- 
expensive. Track time is bought by the hour, 

with a computer chip card that costs 100 francs 
($19). ft may be used mumte-by-minote, or for 
an hour straight Ready-to-race cans may be 
rented, or bought for as little as 150 francs. 

T HE fad has caught on again around the 
world. In some countries where there are 
no cammacial sites, such as Finland, there 
are private clubs. Kimmo Rautama, F urnish rep- 
resentative to the International Slot Raceas As- 
sociation, notes on the “SlotSide” Internet Web 
site tbttafl tbe 20 so tracks used for organized 

racing in Finland “are owned by the community 
church or motor racing club, so it costs virtually 
nothing to be a member.” 

SlotSide (wwwimertog.com/~abeU/sloiside) 
al^ provides a list of addresses for commercial 
sites m 20 commies. Japan, for example, has 
several centers; the largest. Slot RaSnEPaik. in 

* a r t ] * D * track - a Formula One 
style track and a Daytona style b anking track. 

^ sh 4 c ^ ^ track him ~ 

self. It is an ideal layout for him — but only for 
slot car ra cing. In real life Formula Oneradng, 
he admits, a woulrfa’t pass the safety tests ” 
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e Red Star of China in Yellow-Earth Country of Shaanxi 


Y ANAN, China -In the wm- 
merof 1936, when the Aiaer- 
Snow 

rounded . scones, like rang^tom bv 

SpiKXltS* *— 

i^sratsis 

amved in Shaanxi, at fee SJof 1 iS 
■nafflmboo retreat from Chiang Ka£ 
rfiek s nationalist Kuomintang fbreea. 

truce in Shaanxi allowed 
“Ho Communist-con- 
troued territory, interview Mao Zedong 
return four months later with the 

SSI? 181 .S? book **“ made him 
taraous, *‘Red Star Over China.” 

v-o?™*. 1992 * if b« teen possible to 
follow Snow's trail through Shaanxi’s 
yellow -earth country in more comfort. A 
■ ^ provincial 

capital of Xian (home to the much-hyped 
.terra-cotta warriors) and for 10 boms 
•giugs slowly northward to foe town of 
.Yanan. The 150-mile (240-kilorofiter) 
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Directed by Alan Parker. U.S. , 

•In ‘■‘Evita, 1 ’’ her most colossal music 
video. Madonna postures resplendently 
through the role of a pop goddess with a 
; nation’s worth of adoring fim«- . The 
'.basis for this spectacle is the rise of Juan 
Peron’s fascist dictatorship in Aigcn- 
;tma,- which was not always an occasion 
for song and dance. But harsh reality is 
not permitted to interfere with this fash- 
ion show. Impressed and aghast, the 
; viewer is in for a tumultuous ride: The . 
. star looks stunning, breaks the Guinness 
world record for most costnme changes 
in a single movie and shows off traffic- 


.KMray costs less than $4 — a small 
■ price for the chance to view die strange, 
spectacular hills and ravines on either 
side of the recently opened railway. 

When Snow readied Yanan, the town 
Was Still nominally under nqtinnfllicT coa- 
trol He traveled on to Zfcidaa (then 
ispown as Baoao), 30 nritea northwest, 
yjwre he finally got Ids nseview with 
Mm. But in January 1937, Mao moved 
uis headquarters to Yanan after a rational 
tore wim the Ifoommianfc 

withdrew foan the area. Fra: the next 13 
years, as first the Japanese and then the 
Kuommtang attempted to annihfl are the 
Communists, Mao and the core of the 
party leaderehip were bised at Yanan. 
Tlius did the town acquhe its status as the 


undimmed by -die KuonSiang’s brief 
recapture of Yanan in 1948); it draws 
thousands of n>hyy. tourists each year. 

nw muBM nskds A foreigner ar- 
riving in Yanan should skip the history 
for the time being andconcentrate on a 
more practical issue:! Where to stay. The 
town, straggling along a narrow river 
valley, has only. two venues, and die 
choiceiseasy. Avoid the Yanan Hotel, a 
dank, lugubrious establishment that will 
make you long for die overnight train 
bade to . Xian. Head instead for die 
Yanan Power Industry Training Center 
-Motel* which, as you might expect, is a 



Village life in the province of Shaanxi in northwest China . 


hotel run by the power industry training 
center next door. Despite its unusual 
management, this brand-new hotel is 
clean and comfortable, a doable 
whammy for provincial China. 

In die morning, the next assignment is 
to hire a taxi to take you around the four 
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But the film is still breathless and shrill, 
•since Alan Parker’s direction shows no 
signs of a moral or political compass 
and remains in exhansting overdrive all 
'the time. During morel than two hours 
that blast wall-to-wall Andrew Uoyd 
Webber music, with scenes cot at stac- 
cato pace and thousands of weeping,' 
■shouting, banner-waving .extras on. the 
march, 4 ‘Evita”. never tets its shell- 
■shocked audience for air. Yet its 
portrait of Eva Penm remains curiously 
incomplete. Was she saintly? Power- 
mad? Conniving? Just a^tarstmek kid 
looking to make good m Bnenos Aires? 
All oftoe above? 1(he fifeOSe gagty of , 


AUoftheaboyp?Tbefttai*j4emaiwof r 
;theballadsby Webber a^dplfen K&fc in V. 
this 2fr-ycar-old rode opera, i jfca- 
‘gingly stick and iridefiaafe. ftfedS: ; 
vague debate the dasonaos, over- 
blown style that; gives ittbe itiuskm of , 
stature. If * ‘Evita*’ aspires to being the 
perfect artifact for a wodd of image-.-, 
worship* then maybe h hits its mark. As 
an adventure in sensory overload, it. 
races through foe great pBo«> oppor- 
tunities of : the Perou caopor without - 
much caring what they ad^np to. Jhpr- - 
(onto. Banderas, who does an unexpec- 
tedly splendid job - as foe. film’s con- 
spiratorial ringing n a rri ^ or . shares 
Madonna’s way oflookingso goodfoat 
he diverts attention from wbatfce’sity-. 
tag to convey. Madonna hexatff, playing ; 
.a woman so fashionable that even her 
casket here is well-dressed, does rise , 
gtitteringly to this strange occasion. Her 
.performance, which coosiss of cutting 
a glamorous swath thron^a crowded ■ 
settings and passjonately foigning foe ' 
'emotions .on the ; sound trade, is legit-^ . 
imately sellar and foil of fire. She also 
sings . delicately weflL although foe 





Kenneth Branagh in title role and Julie Christie as Gertrude in "Hamlet.” 

score ^mo$tjmring, mi^ess songs test assembled almost as reasonably for a 
. foelcrafe ofterlowprrc^Bta^Bureven celdxity roast, Branagh still gets <fed- 
a leading of %ris wattage has to ication- to the text, which is presented 
workfoud to getthe tenbermg ‘ ‘Evita” here in its convoluted. Machiavellian 
up to speed. (Janet MasUn, NYT) entirety. Some Of the star turns are there 
...I... — for blatant marquee value and stand our 

Hamlet as gratuitous. (Gerard Depardieu and 

JJwtaed. Jrp&enrieth Branagh. US.. Jack Lemmon, as Reynaldo and Mar- 
UK. ' ' v . cellus respectively, lot* understandably 

Kenneth Branagh’ s fine, robust peribr- adrift) Blink and you’D miss John Giel- 
mance. as Hatolet is foe bright center- gud, as Priam in a flashback role. But 
apiece <ti his lavish new version of . the other casting ideas wenk impressively 
play. Beafoni: a cast Isb stellar that well (Chariton Heston cuts a grandly 
migestfcBkaifedm Palace plays foe role imposing figure as the Player King) or 
of . Hsinore, ^ Br^iagh holds ■ court show worthwhile whimsy. Billy Crystal 
throughout a four-hoar, 70-millimeter practically juggles skulls as the 
snmpfobnsly ^rpoiriasd production that gravedigger who speaks of poor Yorick, 
doesn’Jirftpn lag. This ‘^Hamlet!* takes butbisps^ence suits the role and holds 
^ fraedi^ tiy-aityunr% appnrach.to^sus- the attention. Among the play’s more 
• taimng ite.entmainaient value, but its ' import an t figures, Derek Jacobi stands 
rambfe are most often evidence of out as a superb, quietly calculating 
Branagh ’s solid showmanship- His own Claudius, and Julie Christie makes a 
pofbrtnance is die best evidence of alL heartrending Gertrude. As Ophelia, 
He xurices-h dadting figure if not a ter- Kate Winslet gjvcs a fervent petfor- 
riHy melancholy Dane^ typifying this mance that takes on even more heat 
fihn’s preference for bold strikes over thanks to die extra directorial flourish of 
gloomy introspection. With a cast so showing flashback scenes of Hamlet and 
big-name, and polyglot that it could be Ophelia in bed. ( Janet Maslin, NYT) 


o£ .. Elsinore, ? Brapagh bolds court 
ttBXmgbout a four4iour, 70-millimeter 
snmptoonsly ^pointed production that 
doestt’itrftpn lag. This ‘^Haxhlet!’ takes 
4 ftanfci tiy-anyttottg a^wcadi.to^sus- 
tantihg its.enttatainmem value, but its 
rambfe are most often evidence of 
Branagh ’s solid sbowmanshdp. His own 
TCrformance is dae best evidence of aU. 
He makes a dashing figure if not a ter- 
ribdy naelaachofy Dane, typifying this 
film’s-prefeence for bold strikes over 
gjooiny^ jnlioqpectioo. With a cast so 
tag-namc^and polyglot that ix could be 


minutes of the town center, and can easily 
be seen in one day. You should be able to 
negotiate a price of 250 to 350 yuan ($30 
to $40), but if foe taxi driver insists on 
more, choose another one. This is def- 
initely a buyer’s market. 

You are now ready to start Yanan 's 
Communist heritage trail, along with 
the Chinese work units that flock to the 
base areas on office and factory out- 


1 Same museums may be closed on 
holidays. We recommend you call before 
going. 

tfERfrAIN 


Burrell Collection, tel: (41) 649-7151, open 
daily 1 . Tb March 31: “Russian Gold: Treasures 
of the Warrior Tombs." More than 200 pieces 
excavated from burial mounds in southern 
Russia, including weapons, jewelry, orna- 
ments, vessels and ceramics dating back to 
the Scythian and SarmaHan peoples who 
roamed the Black Sea area between the 5th 
century B.C. and the 4th century AD. 

Leeds 

Henry Moore Institute, tel: (113) 246-7467, 
open daBy, closed Jan. 1. To Aprfl 6: The Color 
of Sculpture " Demonstrates the methods and 
materials used by 19th- and 20th-century 
artists to apply color as an expressive medium 
to their sculptures. Features works by Camille 
Claudel, Gauguin, Fernand Khnopff, Max 
Klinger, Picasso, Renoir and Rodin. 

London 

Royal Academy of Arts, tek 171-439-7438, 
open daBy.To Jan. 19: "From Mantegna to Pi- 
casso: Drawings frem the Thaw Cofiectfoa" 
Includes works by Martiegna, Altdorfer, Rubens, 
Canaletto, Goya, Matisse and Picasso. 

' 

i* 

Toronto 

Art Gallery of Ontario, tel: (41 6)- 979-6648, 
dosed Mondays and Tuesdays . To Jan. 26: 
"Prints by Edvard Munch." 49 prints demon- 
strate the themes of love and death which 
characterize the Norwegian artist's imagery. 

■l »*A**** r ~ ~~ 

Koqe 

KogeSfdtsesamBng, tel: 56-6334-14, cfdsed 
Mondays. Tb Feb. 16: “Ferdinand HodJer." 
Sketches and drawings by the Swiss painter 
(1853-1918) who developed an expressive Sh- 
ear style in works that combine realism and 
mysticism. 

■ HAHCI 

Rune - 

BibHotheque Francoto-Mttterraml, tek 01- 
47-03-81-26, closed Mondays. To April 6: 
Tons les Savoirs du Monde." Documents the 
evolution of encydopecfic knowledge, from 
Sumerian writing to recent technologies. The 
other half of the exhtoltion can be seen at the 
old Bibtiothequs Nationals de France on Rue 
de Richelieu. 

Jeu de Pauma, tel: 01-47-03-12-50, closed 
Mondays. To Feb. 16: “Jesus Rafael Solo." A 
retrospective of the works of the Venezuelan 
artist (bom 1923), associated with Op Art. The 
exhibition focuses on the artist's serial works 


fogs. For foe Chinese, it really is a 
pilgrimage, bringing them closer to foe 
founding fathers of foe People’s Re- 
public. For foreign visitors, part of foe 
interest is to see how foe Communists 
have edited their past to produce an 
“ideologically correct' * version of his- 
tory. 

At Wangjiapxng, for instance, all foe 
leaders' homes are being restored by 
workers, except for a dilapidated build- 
ing a few meters from Mao’s former 
living quarters. The building was once 
foe home of Lfo JBiao. Mao's right-hand 
man during the Cultural Revolution, 
who died fo a 1971 plane crash after 
allegedly plotting to overthrow the 
Great Helms man. 1 'They should also put 
a sign on this building, otherwise people 
will not know who lived there,' said a 
local man disapprovingly. 

The restoration is for the 60th an- 
niversary of the Communists’ arrival in 
Yanan, which is next January. Paving 
stones are befog laid, walls are being 
whitewashed, and amid this frenetic 
makeover, you simply have to take the 
foreman's word mat everything will 
look just as it did fo foe 1930s. In 
January, China's party boss and bead of 
stare, Jiang Zemin, is due fo Yanan for 
the anniversary jamboree, and locals 
have been required to “volunteer’’ 
donations for a statue of Chairman Mao. 
It is foe first, improbably, that the town 


ARTS GUIDE 


has ever erected fo honor of the man 
who put Yanan on the map. 

Yet regardless of propaganda, the sto- 
ry of how tlte Communists made Yanan 
their bastion and then set out io conquer 
China was extraordinary. It was not just 
Mao and fos disciples who believed they 
were laying the ground at Yanan for a 
socialist utopia. A stream of Western 
sympathizers came to Yanan after Edgar 
Snow, staying to work as doctors, nurses 
and teachers, or simply as witnesses to 
the brave new world. ’Hieir photographs 
can be seen in Yanan 's main museum, 
which is to reopen with anew display in 
time for the 60th anniversary. 


A ND touring foe base areas, it is 
still possible to recapture a 
sense of this pioneering men- 
tality. The simple dwellings of the party 
leaders and generals, some of which 
were built into foe yellow-earth hills, are 
not quite the primitive caves of Com- 
munist myth. But they are undeniably 
spartan, and one Chinese tourist drew 
the obvious comparison with the coun- 
try's present political decadence. 

“I am sorry that right now, people 
only talk about foe Yanan spirit, instead 
of learning from it,” was his plaintive 
comment in foe visitor's book. 

Richard Tomlinson is a journalist 
based in Beijing. 



A colored sculpture of Bellona, 
goddess of war. on show in Leeds . 

from the mid-1950s, and inefudes hfe works on 
Plexiglas and his “classic" paintings, such as 
“Vibrations" and “Canes Vlrtuels." 

Musee National Eugene Delacroix, tot (1) 
44-41-86-50, dosed Tuesdays. Continuing/ 
To Jan. 13: “La Grace en Revolts: Delacroix at 
les Peinfres Francais. 1815-1848." The Greek 
revolution that led to independence from the 
Ottoman Empire in 1830 generated sympathy 
among French writers and artists. More than 
70 works by 19th-century artists are gathered 
around Delacroix's “La Grace sur les Rulnes 
da Mfesotonghr.” 

■ G UMAHT 

Ml OUT 1 1 

Haus der KunsL tel: (89) 21 1 -270, open daily. 
Tb Jan. 31: Frands Bacon." About 100 paint- 
ings and works on paper by the British painter 
(1909-1992). 

Tel Aviv 

Tel Aviv Museum of Art, td: (3) 696-1297, 
open daily. To Jan. 18: “Lucian Freud." A se- 
lection of oils and works on paper by the British 
artist (bom 1922). 


■ ITALY 

Hnur 

Accademfa Valentino, lei: (6] 67391, open 
daily. To Jan. 31: “Homage to Balthus." 40 
paintings and 80 drawings and watercolors, 
most of them from the family's collections. The 
exhibition features portraits, landscapes and 
interiors and the equivocal paintings of ad- 
olescent girts by the Polish-bom French paint- 
er (bom 1908). 

ffEifHUtlitpT- 

Amsterdam 

Van Gogh Museum, td: (20) 570-5200, open 
dafly. To March 2: “Sir Lawrence Alma-Ta- 
dema.’ 1 The Dutch artist (1836-1 91 2) worked in 
London from 187D on; Me depletion of the 
classical past appealed to the bourgeoisie of 
the time, but fell into oblivion after his death, 
with his paintings sometimes described as 
“decoration for chocolate boxes.” The exhib- 
ition will travel to Liverpool. 

^ SPAIN ~ 

PftMfn «HA 

Museu Picasso, tel: (3) 319-63-10, closed 
Mondays. To Feb. 23: “Picasso and the Theat- 
er Parade. Puidnefla, Mercure." 150 paint- 
ings, drawings, and other materials document 
Picasso's scenic contributions to ballet per- 
formances. 

■ SWITZERLAND ~ 

Basel 

Kunstmusaum, tek (61) 271-0445, dosed 
Mondays. To Jan. 26: “Russian Avant-Garde, 
1910-1924." From the first revolution to the 
beginning of Stalin's rule, avant-garde art de- 
veloped in Soviet Russia. Malevich, Rodchen- 
ko, Popova and Rozanova created graphic art 
that had manifesto character. More than 200 
items document the movement that came to an 
abrupt end in the 1930s. 

m »».TiD .TA TEj _ 

New York 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, ContinuIngATo 
Jan. 19: “Corot" A large selection of works 
celebrating the 200th anniversary of the birth of 
the French landscape painter Jean-Baptiste- 
Camffle Corot (1796-1875). 

Museum of Modem Art, tel: (212) 708-9400, 
dosed Wednesdays. To Jan. 21: “Jasper 
Johns: A Retrospective.” Mora than 225 works 
In all media by the American artist (bom 1 930) 
who was assodated with Pop Art 

Washmqton 

The National Portrait Gallery, tel: (202) 357- 
2700, open dally. ConttmiingTTo July 6: “Red, 
Hot & Blue: The All-American Musical." The 
exhibition explores the history of the American 
musical and the personalities who gave it life 
beginning in the 1860s in New York. 


KNOWING HEPBURN 
Anil Other Curious 
Experiences 

By James Pridedux. 31 9 
pages. $24.95. Faber and 
Faber. 

Reviewed by Carolyn See 

T HERE used to be pilgrim- 
ages. when travelers 
would while away long even- 
ings telling tales under foe 
stars. You’d think, fo these 
modem times, that apetesnt 
pastime would have faded. 
But there are still places in our 


By Alan Tmscbtt 


I T is always most satisfying 
to make a contract by a 

swindle, provided it is wrfun 

the laws of the game. 
do so against one of foe 
world's great players is in- 
deed truly memorable. Paulo 
tuuf rhi« hamriness in 


own world where storytelling 
flourishes:. fo the movie busi- 
ness. On sound stages, be- 
tween takes, the cast, foe 
crew, the, writers, foe script 
supexvisocSf .the camera boom 
operators, all while awfty the 
endless time telling stories. 
They tell them again and 
aptin , polishing and embel- 
lishing. c omp aring notes, 
gathering gossip and infor- 
mation. Tales not under foe 
stars, but about them. 

James Prideaux presents 
hirnsrff in "Knowfog^Hep- 
burn” as a working writer, a 
man who set out to inipport 

bridge 
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hrmgalf — tO make a life — 
by writing plays and film and 
television scripts, including 
some for Katharine Hepburn 
(“Mrs. Delafield Wants to 
Marry,” “Guest Appear- 
ance”). As a young man he 
was fairly broke, full of high 
thoughts and touchy integrity, 
a nice guy on the outside of 
things looking at people on 
•the inside, loving the life he 
was looking at, wanting to be 
at the crater of things, want- 
ing to play. 

He loves to tell stories. He 
begins this engaging book 
with Hepburn fo 1968 asking 


pttimptly. A- player of lesser 
quality, either technically or 
tmedncatiy, might have done 
so slowly. That wonld have 
made it clear to West, for an 
improper reason, that it was 
right to take the clob queen, 
... NORTH 
A Q J 182 : 

. . ?91 

1 4B872 
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the final oi me 

Championship. Hi$ victim 

was Gabriel Chagas. 

Chagas’s tWohib bid as 
West after his pomes s one- 
spade bid had been doubted, 
a transfer showing foa- 

I ™TT^openiiig diamond lead 

waTrofiKSd Sou* ***,? 


oners aim 

oping to promote a 
3k fo his partners toad. 
both tufied wifo foe ^ 1 

ick and Jed foe bean queen- 
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foe club jack, and ' Chagas ; 
thought this over. He. played 
low and Soutfa happily s howed , 
his hand, co n ceding & hump: 
trick and making four hearts,. . 
East not only held tip his. 

heart ace, . necessary tojao r 

vent foe nine from becoming 
an entry to dummy, burdftlsb : 
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him the cryptic question, 
“And where do yon find 
yourself?’ ’ The only possible 
answer to that is A Huh?“ 
and that’s the answer he 
gives. Then he takes the read- 
er back in time to another 
whole story, a tale of a pro- 
ject that never worked out, 
where he worked with Irene 
Selznick, who “looked like 
Anita Loos if Anita Loos had 
been ground in a pencil 
shmpener.” 

The failed project led to 
another, which led to his 
working with the great Hep- 
bum, whom he dearly ad- 
ored. Hepburn seems to him 
brave and beautiful, even if 
sometimes she’s unbearably* 
snide. But Prideaux sees her 
greatness and also recognizes 
that he has the talent, the par- 
ticular sensibility, to write 
vehicles for her — not for the 
bright young Hepburn who 
worked with Cary Grant and 
Spencer Tracy but for the 
older woman, all vulnerab- 
ility and myth and dignity. 

This isn't a story about 
Hepburn, however, but about 
Prideaux, malting his life, 
finding Ms talent, gaining his 
friends. He goes to former at 
Christopher Isherwood and 
Don Bachardy’s magical hill- 
side beach house with George 
Cukor and Roddy McDowalL 

“The talk,” Prideaux re- 
. members, “the wondrous 
talk, was peppered with glor- 
ious stories of the old Hol- 
lywood, related by people 
who knew, who had been 
{here. I knew enough to just 
shut up and listen.” 

The main part of his nar- 
rative begins with the opening 


of Prideaux’ s play “The Last 
of Mrs. Lincoln” on Broad- 
way, starring Julie Harris, who 
wept with chagrin on opening 
night at bow she'd ruined his 
“beautiful play.” She went on 
to win a Tony fra: it, and 
Prideaux's reputation sailed 
upward. He decided to move 
west again, to check out tele- 
vision and the movies. 

He found himself working 
with Elizabeth Taylor, who 
seemed to him io have con- 
siderable amounts of magic 
but who was nevertheless a 
raving pain in tbe neck. Hie 
tries to be fair. “She pouted 
and sighed and was bored . . . 
but site didn’t take it out on 
anybody. I never saw her be 
unkind or pull rank on anyone 
working on the production.” 
But then he rnxrrts her map- 
ping at him: ‘Why are yon 
always so chipper? It's very 
annoying.” Whai a life. Wrir- 


RESIDENCE HOTELS 

PARIS 

LES SUITES SAENT-HONORE 

13, me D’Agoesseao, 75008 Paris 

Just off die Faubourg Saint- Honors and The Efysee Palace 

A LUXURY APARTMENT HOTEL RESIDENCE 

Vary exclusive, located in one of foe most prestigious neigh- 
bourhoods: Faubourg Safot-HononS and Champs Elys&s. 
Thirteen personalized large apartments up to 1200 sq. feet 
completely restored in 1 992 with fully equipped kitchens, liv- 
ing-dfoiqg rooms, as well as one or two bedrooms, one or two 
marble bathrooms and some with studies. 

Ideal for both family holidays and business trips, a perfect 

■■pied-Merre". 

All hotel services. Daily maid service. Air conditionmng. 
Undaground parking. Complete security. 

For more information or reservations, please fax directly to: 
+33(0) 1 426635 70 or rail +33(0)144511635 
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But affection, in this case, 
affection for and devotion to 
Hepburn, gives depth and 
meaning to Prideaux's pro- 
fessional and personal life. 
He is her buddy, he's her 
friend, he’s her playwright fo 
her waning days. 

Prideaux is a totally ac- 
complished writer. He com- 
bines comedy, tragedy, sen- 
timentality and brute. Like 
the guests at Isherwood’s 
great dinner party, he’s had 
amazing glimpses of foe real 
Hollywood. He wants to tell 
us all aboui it, and his stories 
are absolutely great. 

Carolyn See reviews booh 
weekly for The Washington 
Post. 
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Peru Denies Visits 
To Jailed Rebels 


As Crisis Drags On , Accord 
With Red Cross Is Suspended 


By Gabriel Escobar 

Washington Past Service 


LIMA — The International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
said Thursday that the Per* 
uvian government had sus- 
pended an agreement allow- 
ing the group to visit 4,000 
prisoners, among them mem- 
bers of the rebel group holding 
103 hostages at the Japanese 
ambassador's residence. 

Red Cross officials said its 
representatives had not been 
allowed into the prisons, in- 
cluding the two maximum se- 


the welfare of the 404 Tupac 
Amaru members who are be- 
ing detained or have been 
convicted under 1992 anti- 
terrorism legislation. 

One of die unusual ele- 
ments in this crisis is that the 
revolutionary movement is, 


in effect, an imprisoned guer- 
rilla force. Authorities on the 


rilla force. Authorities on the 
group say it has fewer than 
100 free members, so the 20 
or so rebels Inside the res- 
idence constitute a large pro- 
portion of the force. 

Francisco Soberon, a hu- 
man-rights leader, cited in- 



French First: Cancer Victims 
Sue National Cigarette Firm 
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By Anne Swardson 

Washington Post Service 


ceed, many, many moiepMplc 
will sue the manufacturer.” 
The roost recent suit, filed 


PARIS — In France, where Dec. 24 by die family of the 
cigarettes are relished almost late Suzanne Berger, a 35- 


as enthusiastically as cheese, year-old mother of three when 
die idea of blaming smoking she died last October, con- 
fer lung cancer is suddenly tends that die was unaware of 
catching fire. die dangers of smoking. Be- 

la the last week, two lung- ginning at the age of l3.Ms- 
cancer victims or their families Berger smoked 30 noBliltered 


have filed suit against the na- Gauloises a day until she was 
tumal French cigarette manu- diagnosed with lung cancer in 


facturer. They accuse it of in- 
adequately warning consumers 
about the relation between ci- 
garettes and hmg cancer. 

The suits are the first such 
proceedings in .France, which 
has lagged behind the United 
StatesTBritain and in 


Julyl995, The lawsuit adsfor 
$230,000 in damages. 

The other suit, filed Dec. 
17, is on behalf of Richard 
Gourlain, a 48-year-old vic- 
tim of multiple cancers who 
was a heavy smoker of un- 
filtered Gauloises for 30 


Ctaodla Dwt/Bruien 


curity facilities where most direct reports of searches in 
guerrillas are held, since the prisons, which he said in 


A Lima policeman crouching outside the Japanese amb a ssa dor’s residence Thursday. 


recognizing the dangers of years. Mr. Gourlain is still 
smoking and is separating alive and seeking $540,000 in 


members of the Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement, 
overran the residence in Lima 
on Dec. 17. 

The government's decision 
to suspend die agreement, 
which was signed in March 
1 993 and provides one way to 
monitor the treatment of this 
select inmate population in- 
dependently, may be a pu- 
nitive measure, showing 


|pS' [ o“ e ofl d ^ PERU: Toughest Test for the Autocratic Fujimori jjg|e‘ ! 


Twenty-eight people are Continued from Page 1 
being held in connection with 

the embassy standoff, Mr. counsel in times of crish 
Soberon said, including six so far taken what pol 
women, and human-rights of- analysts sav is a balance 
fidals are worried because no p roach, offering the r 
one has had access to them. safe passage out of the c 
Officials at the ministries try if they lay down their 
of justice and interior did not and release all hostages, 
return telephone calls imme- "Fujimori is autoc 


counsel in times of crisis, has 
so far taken what political 


analysts say is a balanced ap- 
proach. onering the rebels 


proach, 

safepai 


‘ering the rebels 
i out of the coun- 


said that no matter bow much 
advice be receives, once the 
president comes to a decision, 
which he usually makes on 
his own, he does not waver. 

Asked why he often makes 
decisions in a vacuum, Mr. 


Within a year, Mr. 
Fujimori had captured most 
leaders of guerrilla groups. 


smokers from nonsmokers. 

£□ Prance, the hazy air of 
caf&s is tinged with blue, 
people walk into elevators 
holding lit cigarettes and rail 
stations, even when their 
walls sport no-smoking signs, 
are peopled with puffers. 


to lung-cancer patients that 
they initiate legal action. 

Accoriiqg 10 
provided by fee committee, 
lung-cancer deaths in Ranee 
lose boat 11.445 in 1970, to 
17.179 in 1980, and to 23,237 
in 1993. Die caredi population! 
of Ranee is about 56 million. 

Some 40 percent of French 
men and 28 percent of French 
women smoke, compared 
with 28 percent of men and 23 
percent of women in the 
United States. In France. 4C_ 
percent of young people are 
smokers, according to the- 
World Health Organization. 

Isabelle Ockrent, corporate; 
communications director for 
SECTA, said feat fee French 
tobacco maker has never! 
denied thatexcessive smoking. 
ran be harmful to health.^ 


'^attorn 

U. Gone 
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era. damages. IBs wife, Lucette, can be hanntui m neaiim, 
air of decided to file the suit in However, she said, me issue is 
blue, hopes that greater awareness individual responsibility. ~ 
varan; will lead to a law nrohibitiiie Mr. Caballero said he had , 


again President Alberto diately Thursday. 

Fujimori's opposition to rebel A Red Cross spokesman. 


demands. The rebel leader. 
Nestor Cerpa Cartolini. has 
from fee onset focused on 
conditions inside Peru's pris- 
ons. 

Mr. Fujimori has not re- 
sponded to a request by Mr. 


return telephone calls imme- "Fujimori is autocratic, 
diately Thursday. but he is also sensible," said 

A Red Cross spokesman, Santiago Pedraglio. a polit- 
Steven Anderson, said the or- ical analyst “He knows feat 


try if they lay down their arms Fujimori has said repeatedly: 
and release all hostages. “First you act then you in- 
" Fujimori is autocratic, form." 
but he is also sensible," said Mr. Fujimori, a son of Jap- 

S anti ago Pedraglio. a polit- anese immigrants, was first 


ganization was "making rep- 
resentations at the highest 
levels” to reverse the de- 
cision. 

Asked if the Red Cross was 
worried about possible mis- 


Cartolini to speak to jailed treatment of these prisoners, 
comrades, including fee most Mr. Anderson said: “I can’t 


comrades, including fee most Mr. Anderson said: l can t 
senior members of fee 12- say we are specifically pre- 


year-old insurgency. The de- 
cision to disallow Red Cross 
visits to imprisoned members 
removes one possible com- 
munication link between 
those in jail and rebels at fee 
ambassador's residence. 

The decision also appeared 
to put the Red Cross in fee 
uncomfortable position of ap- 
pearing to take a stand 
Thursday, something the or- 
ganization studiously avoids. 

Michel Minnig. the Red 
Cross's chief delegate here, 
said ‘ 'no connection" existed 
between those jailed and the 
rebels holding the hostages. 

Mr. Minnig has made very 
few public comments since 
fee siege began — even when 
he speaks his focus has al- 
ways been on the humanit- 
arian relief effort — and his 
pointed reference to the work 
fee Red Cross does was in- 
terpreted as an effort to per- 
suade Mr. Fujimori to lift the 
ban on visits. 

Peruvian human-rights 
leaders said there was more 
need now than ever to mon- 
itor fee situation in fee jails, 
particularly where it concerns 


occupied wife this, but we 
think it is necessary to carry 
on wife fee direct visits." 

Rebel leaders released the 
ambassador from Guatemala. 
Jose Maria Argue ta, from the 
ambassadorial residence 
Thursday, reducing the num- 
ber of hostages to 1 03. 

In brief comments outside 


this crisis will determine his 
political future, so he's taking 
his time." 

Mr. Fujimori is said to be 
holed up in the Presidential 
Palace with intelligence ad- 
visers. military analysts and 
top generals, who are mon- 
itoring fee crisis and mapping 
out strategy. Aside from re- 
ceiving Japan's foreign min- 
ister last week, be has had 
little direct contact with for- 
eign diplomats. 

In fact, the president has not 
been seen in public since the 
gunmen took over fee ambas- 
sadorial residence Dec. 17, ex- 
cept in a nationally televised 


Asked why he often makes reforms brought inflation un- 
decisions in a vacuum, Mr. der control and attracted new 
Fujimori has said repeatedly: foreign investments, netting 
"First you act, then you in- international acclaim for his 
form.” actions. 

Mr. Fujimori, a son of Jap- “If only we had a 
anese immigrants, was first Fujimori," became a corn- 
elected to the presidency of moo retort throughout Latin 


and terrorist acts declined Even restaurants with no- 
sharply, even as Ms economic smoking sections put them 


hopes feat greater awareness 

win lead to a law prohibiting — — . 

sales of cigarettes to minors, high hopes of wmnmg the ■ 
To Philippe Boucher, di- cases because French law is.- 
rector of the National Com- clearer than American law 
mittee Against Smoking, about holding the manufac-! 
which is sponsoring tire law- turer responsible for fee 
suits, fee legal actions are the product. But, he said. " 
beginning of a “revolt of the France's pro-smokmg.culture 
--■~ i — ° And, he said, doc- may make victory harder ter; 


this Andean nation of 24 mil- 
lion people in 1990. 

Virtually unknown, Mr. 
Fujimori, rector of an agrari- 
an university, ran a shoe- 


America when countries 
faced gargantuan problems. 

But so far, Mr. Fujimori 
has done little to produce jobs 
and improve living standards 


string, word-of-mouth cam- for the vast majority of Per- 
paign, using a tractor called uvians, and his popularity has 


die residence, Mr. Argueta address in which he coo- 


the Fuji-mobile. He handily 
beat Mario Vargas Llosa, tire 
internationally acclaimed 
novelist, who ran a multimil - 
lion-do liar camp ai g n 
Part of Mr. Fujimori’s suc- 
cess was attributed to his pro- 
motion of his Japanese an- 
cestry, which he said stood 
for hard work, austerity and 
honesty. Peru’s large indig- 
enous population identified 
with Mr. Futiraori and reiec- 


declined sharply in the past 
year as fee country entered a 
recession. 


next to die smoking sections, be ginning of a “revolt of the France s pro-^otang cuunre 
wife no barriers in between, victims. And, he said, doc- may main: victory harder to 
In a sense, although to- tors are beginning to suggest achieve. 

bacco came from America, it 

was a Frenchman who gave 
smoking its cachet. Jean 

Nicot, who in fee 16th cea- 7^7* • • _ _ 

tngai t popularized the to- Nigeria Prisoners: 

bacco plant for its medicinal ~ 

values; the word “nicotine" jri j* ' ¥ I W/ 1 

* forgotten by World 

waking up to the dangers and O . . %/ 

Democracy Fighters Lan g ni sh 

quired to carry warnings that ; 

ByBaxbaraC^^ 


Nigeria Prisoners: 
Forgotten by World 


smoking is “gravely harm- 


in recent months, the pres- fill” to health, and cigarette 


i dent’s approval rating has 


dropped to as low as 41 per- 
cent from a high point or 75 


said his release was in re- demned die takeover and made 


cognition of fee peace accord his offer to tire guerrillas. 


that will be signed Sunday in 
Guatemala between fee gov- 
ernment and die rebel insur- 
gency there. 

Tupac Amaru has hinted 
feat it wants a peace accord, 
and in that context some here 
were interpreting fee gesture 
Thursday as a political state- 
ment. 

Red Cross officials said that 
an early-morning explosion on 
the grounds of the compound 
might have been activated by 
an animaL Mr. Cerpa told 
some hostages who have since 
been released that the area out- 
side the residence contained 
mines, and tire blast Thursday 
all but confirmed feat There 
were no reports of injuries. 


Perhaps the most influential 
adviser to Mr. Fujimori is fee 
head of Peru's intelligence ser- 
vice. Vladimiro Montes inos, a 
figure who rarely appears in 
public but who appears to have 
Mr. Fujimori's trust. 

But aides to Mr. Fujimori 


wife Mr. Fujimori and rejec- 
ted Mr. Vargas Llosa as one 
of Peru's white elite. 

Faced with out-of-control 
inflation and t e rro rism , Mr. 
Fujimori disbanded Peru's 
Congress and courts in 1992 
to seize near-dictatorial 
powers he said were neces- 
sary to reform fee economy 
and control guerrillas. 


cent from a high point of 75 
percent in January, according 
to major opinion polls. 

If Mr. Fujimon engineers a 
bloodless resolution to fee 
hostage impasse az the Jap- 


s advertising is prohibited. 
- Such public buildings as air- 


By Barbara Crossette 

New York Times Service 


tCAIi-or 


ports are required to prohibit 
smolrine, and some office and 


NEW YORK — At age 25, 
Wura Abiola wants to con- 


coordinator of die Free Obas- 
arrjo Committee, said that Ni- - 
gerian prisoners “don't get the 
same land of attention that you, 


smoking, and some office and 
university buildings actually 
do so, in certain places. 

The lawsuits nave the po- 
tential to go windi farther. 


centrate on her career in busi- have for tire Burmese leader." * 
ness management. But far He added, “It's almost as if 


more than two years, she has 
been haunted by tire silence in 


they’d been forgotten.” 
“Many Nigerians 


anese residence, he is likely to Plaintiffs in both cases blame 
benefit politically at a cone tire long-cancer cases - an 


Nigeria surrounding tire fate of have had the courage to stand 
her father, Moshood K.O. up far fee human rights of . 


when he is seeking popular 
support to run for a third term 
at the end of fee century. 


“Die truth is, be hasn't 
done badly so far," saidMirko 
Laurer, a political analyst and 
columnist who is often critical 


SETT A, tire acronym for tire 

co mp a ny tfmr tnalrgg Ga ulnises 

and Gitanes, the most famous 


accounts won a presidential 
election in Nigeria in June' 


feefrfeflow citizens have paid 
a heavy price," Amnesty fit-;; 
tematianal said in criticizing'' 


•. Vt vT 
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1993 and was sent to jafiayear fee government of 


Reach brands. SEITA itself later when be tried to claim the Sani Abacha. for harassing 


was owned by the French 
e mi ne nt until last year. 
“These are test cases,’ 


of fee president “But it could Francis Caballero, the lawyer 
be a very long summer.'’ * forbdfe plaintiffs. “If we suo 


forbdth plaintiffs. “If we sue- .cently over an early morning 

breakfast at amidtown Man- 


office. prisoners and denying them" 

“What makes me feel I medical care. •’ ‘‘ 

. hav&fee right to cany on wife . . “The one. man who epi-- 
life?” Miss Abiola said re- tpmizes democracy in Africa 
cently over an early morning is Obasanjo,” said Frank FeT- 
breakfast ar amidtown Man- ran, a consultant who was 
batten coffee bar near the of- formerly senior vice presi-. 


In Iraqi Names, 500 Years of Tradition 


fice where she works as a dent of the African-American ’ 


management consultant. 

She said feat, since the fall 
of 1994, no one has been able 


Institute in New York. “He 
turned over government to ci- 
vilian rule and then became a 


kffleat 


By Douglas Jehl 

New York Times Service 


KOREA: 150,000 on Strike 


BAGHDAD — To address an Iraqi 
properly, it is a good idea to know more 
than his name. 

Take Salam. a 39-year-old driver. 
Since his first-bom son is named Ali, he 


a Palestinian man will name his first son 
after his father, a son of Mohammed 
might be addressed in turn as Abu Mo- 
hammed even before feat grandson is 
bom. 

But Iraqis, scholars say. have come to 
apply tire kunia far more extensively 
than anyone else, and ordinary Iraqis can 


philologist, and other experts here cite 
as explanation for the fact that names 
with religious roots remain unusually 
common. 

But the kunia in fact dates back even 
to fee pre-Islamic tribes of fee Arabian 
Peninsula, according to Sheikh Jaial al 
Hanafi, a religious leader who is fee 


to visit Chief Abiola, a victim of the military.” 
wealthy businessman who Die Abiola family — the 


entered 
vice oi 


his family. Since 


chief had four wives mid sep- 
arate sets of children — 


shortly after his arrest that suffered another blow tins, 
summer, he has not beat per- year, when his senior wife, : 
milted to send mail to relatives Kudirat, was shot and killed ! 


milted to send mail to relatives 
or receive mail from them. 

“ What we alfneed to know 


is property called Abu Ali, or the father cite fee pairings by rote. Many lie rooted author of the eight- volume Glossary of 
of All, following a custom that stands in Islamic history, both familiar and the Colloquial Language of Baghdad. 

oblique. 


Continued from Page 1 


itary leaders ruled without re- 
gard to opposition views. 
Others said the events merely 
illustrated South Korea's 
growing pains as it evolved 
into a mature democracy. 


human-rights activist "We 
ordinary Koreans feel very 
sad that we should witness this 
sort of thing. The government 
will face serious opposition 
from fee Korean people." 

Legislators also rammed 
through a bQl restoring broad 


o a mature democracy. through a bill restoring broad 
“I think this is in the context power to the Agency for Na- 


of a country that has matte a 
decision in favor of demo- 
cracy,” (me U.S. official in 
Seoul said. "This is just a hic- 
cup; there is no turning back." 

Blockades of parliamentary 
offices are common devices in 


tional Security Planning. 
So ufe Korea's intelligence 
agency. Some analysts in 
Seoul said restoring power to 
the agency was also an omin- 
ous echo of fee past, when the 
government used the agency to 


the National Assembly. The settle political scores. 


executive branch has enor- “The NSP bill is a step 


mous power, drafting almost backward," said David I. 
all the bills that legislators of Steinberg, the Asia Founda- 


the governing party then push don's representative in Seoul. he 
through the assembly. Oppo- Under fee military govern- pr 
sition leaders often see force as ments that controlled South 
their only recourse. Korea from the 1960s through A 

For almost a week, oppo- the late 1980s, the agency. lai 

sition leaders have been block- then known as the Korean ci< 

ading the assembly and con- Central Intelligence Agency, te: 

fining Mr. Kim. the speaker, to was used to suppress oppo- to 

his office to prevent passage of nents of the government in 

the labor laws and of a law that 
strengthens the country's in- 
telligence agency, which also * 

has a notorious past. TS~ A T)T TT . A Vj i* 

Labor leaders say the new All ItQll 

laws are unfair and were 

pushed through because of Continued from Page l 
the close relationship be- 
tween the country’s major they say. “Alberto is our friend.” 
employers and the govern- But to speak of this renown to Mr. 

me nr. The only government- Cairo is to expose an edge of un- 
recognized federation of patience that is invisible when he is 
trade unions, the Federation rushing about the Kabul orthopedic 
of Korea Trade Unions, is or- center, supervising a staff of more 


of AIL following a custom that stands 
on its head the Russian approach, under 
which Boris Yeltsin, as the son of 
Nikolai, becomes Boris Nikolayevich. 

But in Iraq, that is only the be- 
ginning. 

Before Ali was bom, Salam was 
called Abu Ahmed, meaning the faiher 
of Ahmed, even though he was not a 
father at all. His childless friend Khalid 
was and still is known as Abu Walid. 
And by the time he reaches his late teens, 
young Ali will become Abu Hussein. 

Confused? You might well be. es- 
pecially if you have not been a regular 
listener of one of Iraq’s most popular 
radio programs, which has been on the 
air for 26 years under the title "Your 
Name Is Your Address." 

“It took me years and years to finally 
begin to feel that 1 understand bow fee 
system works," said Zuheir Q aiss i. the 
host of the program, who added 
proudly, "Iraqis love the kunia.” 

In its simplest version, the kunia, an 
Arabic word that is impossible to trans- 
late, remains part of many Arab so- 
cieties. A Palestinian or Syrian man 
tends to be known to close friends as 
fee Abu of his eldest son; their wives, 
in turn, are known as Urn. 

And because it is often presumed that 


>Uoquial 
be Arab 


Kudirat, was shot and kille d ; 
on & Lagos street in June. ' 
Miss Abiola, whose mother, ' 


first of aii is fear Daddy is alive another of fee chiefs wives, 
and feat he is well," Miss died four years ago. said that ; 


From the time be is 20 or so, for dally inappropriate to call men or wo- 
instance, every Mohammed is also men directly by unvarnished first 

Ah,. h— .L. n. 1 If. ^ " CL..hl. U...C Twin 


tribes regarded it as so- Abiola said. “I would be 


Abu Jassim because the Prophet Mo- 


In a society with strong 
family ties, it is 
important ... to be 
identified as the father or 
the mother of somebody. 9 


names," Sheikh Hanafi said, "and Iraq 
has maintained many of those tribal 
traditions." 

The practice has become so deeply 
rooted feat Iraqis even use synonyms or 
play word games to create kurnas for 


biola said. “I would be despite the tensions that 
happy just to know he is might be expected to arise nr 
alive." such a complex family, hers*! 

Chief Abiola’ s situation is has been united in this case. ~ 
nilar to feat of Daw Aimg Chief Abiola, a philan-! 


similar to feat of Daw Aimg 


San Sun Kyi in Burma — fee tferopist described by his 
plight of a popularly elected daughter as a man of great 
leader blocked by the military passion for change in Nigeria, 
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names wife no religious meaning. A 
man whose name is Hussam, a classical 


hammed ‘s son was called Jassim. Every 
Ali is Abu Hussein because the Proph- 
et’s son-in-law, Ali, named his son Hus- 
sein. 

Every Omar will be called Abu 
Khattab after the Prophet Mo- 


man whose name is Hussam, a classical 
word for sword, might be called Abu 
Saif, based on the more colloquial word 
for fee weapon. A man called Assad, or 
lion, might be called Abu Sarhan, using 
the more poetic word for the beast. 

Because Iraq remains a male-dom- 
inated society, the kunias assigned to 
Iraqi women tend to be less elaborate, 
even though it soli considered par- 
ticularly unseemly for a stranger to 


from taking office. But ms 
case has not attracted the at- 
tention abroad that surrounds 
and supports Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi 


passion for change in Nigeria, 
had his detractors. He is a” 


Muslim Yoruba from the 
south whose decision to enter 
politics was seen as a pro- 
vocation to northerners who - 




This fate also has befallen had dominated fee political’ 
another well known Nigerian scene. 


without a large i nte rn a ti onal But he won, by most ac- " 


lobby to keep his name before counts, fee most democratic ' 
fee public: General Olusegun election ever in the country. " 
Obasanjo, a bead of govern- “What worries me most is ' 


V: <4* 

tot- 


hammed 's companion, fee second ca- address a woman by her first name, 
liph, Omar ibn al Khattab. And every More commonly, a woman would be 

Tariq is known as Abu Ziyad, after called according to the names of their 


meat in the 2970s. He was his mental health.” said Miss 
sentenced to life in prison — - Abiola, who remembers her 




Tanq is known as Abu Ziyad, after 
Tariq ibn Ziyad, the great Muslim con- 
queror of Spain. 

What is now Baghdad stood for more 
than 500 years as fee capital of the 
Islamic empire, from the 8lh to the 13th 
century, a reason that Mr. QaissL the 
radio host who is also a prominent 


eldest sons, even if their first-bom chil- 
dren are giris. 

“In a society wife strong family ties, 
it is important fra- an Iraqi to be iden- 
tified as fee faiher or the mother of 
somebody,” Sheikh Hanafi said. “It is a 
matter of traditions," be said. 


later reduced to 15 years — in 
a seem treason trial in 1995 
for campaigning for a return 
to civilian rule. General Obas- 
anjo and Chief Abiola are 
among about 20 prisoners 
whom Amnesty International 
named in a November appeal 
fra support around die world. 
In New York, OmikabaOjo; 


father as a workaholic who ,; 
could get by on four hours' ~ 
sleep. Chief Abiola is also - 
denied reading material. 

“We feel a major sense of' 
failure as bis children," his’’ 
daughter said. “We feel we 
let him down, that there must" 
be something else we could 
have tried.” 
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KABUL: An Italian Physiotherapist With a Mission Helps Rebuild Afghanistan, Limb by Limb 


Continued from Page 1 


employers and the govern- Bi 
menL The only government- Cain 
recognized federation of pads 
trade unions, the Federation rushi 
of Korea Trade Unions, is or- cents 
dering its 1-2 million mem- than 
hers to strike from 1 PM. ofwl 
Friday until noon Saturday. Tc 

The other umbrella group, said, 
the Korean Confederation of crete 
Trade Unions, which is not cents 
recognized by the govern- newl 
ment, ordered its 500.000 towai 
workers to strike indefinitely, he ne 
The union represents workers "I 

at many heavy industries in- those 
eluding the car and ship fac- do sc 
tones of Hyundai and Dae- have 
woo Corp. and the Kia Cl 
Motors Corp. auto factory. for tl 


stand, sometimes for minutes at a 
time, admiring what they have be- 
come again. 

Small children, young women, 
hardened soldiers, react much fee 
same, angling this way and fear , 
shifting weight forward and back, 
hiking down their trouser legs to see 


Surveys by the Red Cross siggest 
that at least 50,000 Afghan men, 
women and children have lost legs. 

Although the fighting has stopped 
in three-quarters of the country. 


The work in Afghanistan is car- of disabled children brought in by 
ried on in a society ruled by men their mothers, has fallen, 
with scant respect for law or life, and Almost alone in Kabul, the center 


wife scant respect for law or life, and 
often no knowledge at all of the 
symbolism of the Red Cross flag 


more people are maimed every day that is the only jxrotection fee or- 
by the millions of abandoned mines, ganization offers its staff in violent 


than 100 Afghan workers. 60 percent how natural the new limb or limbs 


of whom are disabled. 

To be in Afghanistan, Mr. Cairo 
said, especially to be out on the con- 
crete k runway" behind the Kabul 
center when fee disabled pull on their 
new legs and rake the first fearful steps 
toward mobility, offers a satisfaction 
he never knew in Italy. 


can be made to look. 

Those who work at the Kabul cen- 
ter, recruited from among patients, 
produce artificial legs and hands, 
splints and braces and calipers, 
crutches and fee wheelchairs, from 
materials that are often scrounged 
from fee war wreckage. Nuts, bolts 


grenades and other explosives that 
explode accidentally. 

On virtuaUy every Afghan street, 
among wraithlike figures moving 


places like Kabul. 


Almost alone in Kabul, the center 
remains a place where men and wo- 
men. mostly disabled, can be seen 
relaxing and working together. 

In ibis, as in otter tilings, Mr. 
Cairo is credited wife creating a 


Hanoi’s Tho 
Dies at 86; 
Fought U.S. 


CURfeS 


un virtually every Afghan street, 
among wraithlike figures moving 
through early morning mists at this 
time of the year, there are people 
moving wife the awkward gait of 
those who have lost their legs, or the 
use of them. 


But Mr. Cairo said he could not microcosm of fee civil society for 
imagine returning to Italy. In large which many Afghans yearn, a place 


“It is enough for me to be one of and washers come from scrap mer- 
those foreigners who came here to chants, steel from Soviet tanks, and 


Many have nothing to support 
them but crude crutches made from 
scrap lengths of steel piping. Some, 


part, he said, this was because of fee 
character of Afghans. “They are 
warm likeLatins, but at fee same time 
they keep their distance,” he said. 
“They will ask you far something 
very, very important to them, and 


that brings together, in an atmo- 
sphere full of laughter, people of 
tvfe sexes, of all ethnic and lan- 
guage groups. 

“He has built a small world of 
affability, generosity and gradous- 

" : J At: n. 


do something positive for those who rubber from Russian tires. 


when you say ’No,’ they don't ask ness,” said Mbbeb Ali Yawer, 25, a 

* 1 rUv ** noranltimn nihn in k/k J _ 


Cairo's work has been made 


have suffered,” he said. 

Checking himself, he said, “Not 
for those who have suffered, with 


“This kind of passage of those who have suffered.” 


legislation without any dis- 
cussion used to be customaty 
in our dictatorships.” said 
Park Won Soon, a lawyer and 


The sentiment is not hard to un- 
derstand when the newly limbed 
reach fee end of fee runway, where a 
full-length mirror allows them to 


With economies like these, Mr. 
Cairo spends most of the SI. 7 mil- 
lion annual budget for the ortho- 
pedic centers inside Afghanistan. 
Nearly 20,000 Afghans who lost 


with no legs, pull themselves along more difficult recently by fee Tale- 
on scraps of wooden board fash- ban religious movement, whose rule 
ioned into trolleys by nailing wheels in Kabul and elsewhere has included 


paraplegic who is Mr. Cairo’s aide, known as Sai 
Mr. Yawer, who learned most of his the capital of 

English using Red Cross waBrie- Mh Tho v 


IT. The Associated Press 

. a HANOI — Nguyen Huu • 
or Tho, 86, leader of fee Com- ' 
ce munist National Liberation - 
Front that fought U.S. -backed 
of South Vietnam in the Viet-, 
n- nam War; has feed of heart' 
problems. 

Ministiy officials -I 
is- said Me Tho died Tuesday at a • 
- fl jwspital in Ho Oii Mmh City,^ 


K* 

- ~ 
f A*?. 

vr' m - 


-■Si '**/ 


: ***m'M mi 


known as Saigon when ft was ^ 
the capital of South Vietnam. 2 
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taken from pieces of furniture or 
baggage. 

It was to this world that Mr. Cairo 


ban religious movement, whose rule talkies, chose his words after con- 
in Kabul and elsewhere has included suiting an Englisb-Pmian diction- 


limbs in the war are mobile again came when fee 1989 Soviet troop 


because of fee Red Cross centers. 
But even this is only a start. 


withdrawal made recovery efforts 
possible. 


imposing a harsh Islamic social code 
with severe restrictions on women. 
Because of a widespread fear among 
women of venturing into fee streets. 


ary, but he needed no help in de- 
scribing Mr. Cairo. 

“Alberto has become a father to 
the disabled of our country." he 

1 u J 


me capital of South Vietnam 2 
Mr. Tho was chairman af~. 
fee National Liberation Front, 
founded in December 1960 to- 
as a front or ganizati on - 
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fee numbers of disabled women said. “If he should ever bo away we J™™". 1 * SttS® govern, 
seeking help at the Kabul center, and would feel losL” 8 «WL He also served as united 
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flas Economic Cycle 

In U.S. Gone Havwire? 


I %la Leave Growth Forecasters in Doubt 


John M. Beny r 

W ‘ ah ‘W°n Pox Service 

- Trying to deter- 
m n ^ where the U.S. economy is beaded 

^^answer to a key question: With 
me unraiploynjent rate below 5.5 per- 
ffi£& have wages and inflation*^ 

jobless rate sank that 
low, m the late 1980s, wage increases 

?^ erve Board to raise interest 
1989 to cool the 
economy Now some economists, in- 
cluding Paul Samuelson, the Nobel 
? e Massachu setts Insti- 
'TS?® J Te< ?^? loey * ***** warned both 
F ^f?^. Rese r vc Board and Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton that the central bank is' 
nmmng the risk of inflation by tol- 
erating such a low unemploy ment rate. 

But something has shifted in the re- 
lationships amongthe labor markets: the 
rate of increase in compensation aw! 
elation. Alan Greenspan, die Fed 
chairman, has suggested that workers 
have been willing to accept smaller pay 

gains than in the past, because of worries 
about job security. 

One clue as to why workers may be 
more fearful about losing their jobs is 
that tiie share of unemployed workers 
w ho lost their last job, compared with 
those who either were on a temporary 
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layoff or had quit, oscillates with the 
economy. 

According xo statistics from the 
Eabor Department and the San Fran- 
cisco Federal Reserve Bank, over time, 
the share of job-losera among the un- 
employed has increased noticeably. 
Economist Robert G. Valletta of the 

San Francisco Federal Reserve Bank, 
who has studied these data, ties them to 
job security in this way: 

A working definition of job security 
should describe how safe waters’ jobs 
are whh respect to changes in the eco- 
nomic environment, within or outside the 
: . finn. Thus, the real issue regarding chan- 
ging job security is whether variations in 
factors external to firms, or firms’ re- 
sponsiveness to those factors, have 
changed so that employees sense that 
they are increasingly vulnerable to being 
permanently riba ms sed by their employ- 
ers.” 

Mr. Valletta said the size of the ups and 
downs had been larger since 1980, which 
he interpreted as probably meaning that 
companies facing tough tunes were more 
apt to dismiss workers than previously. 

“This suggests the increased impor- 
tance of permanent dismiaak in firms* 
employment adjustment process,” Mr. 
Valletta said. 

“Perceptions of decreased job se- 
curity may relate to these trends, par- 
ticularly if the burden of increased dis- 
missals is fatting disproportionately on 


Average 


Actual 


Source; Labor Department, San Fmndxo Federal Ftese/yg Bank 


classes of workers who had significant 
job security in the past.” 

He was referring to the fact that in the 
1990-1991 recession, a significantly 
larger share of employees who lost then- 
jobs were white-collar walkers than in 
previous recessions. That partly result- 
ed from white-collar jobs making up a 
larger share of total employment man in 
the past. 

But with many managers and other 
administrative personnel also dis- 
missed!, concern about job security nat- 
urally increased. A federal law requir- 
ing advance announcement of major 
layoffs by larger firms also added to tile 
publicity surrounding job losses, as 
some consulting firms began to publish 


lists of the tens of thousands of workers 
being dismissed. 

“There is a noticeable decline in job 
security for some narrowly defined 
groups,’ ’ such as those at major compa- 
nies such as AT&T Cozp. and Inter- 
national Business Machines Corp., 
which have undergone major restruc- 
turings, be said. 

Many employees at such companies 
formerly would have been on “career 
tracks that would lead them to reas- 
onably expect to retire there,” he said. 
“Now, they don’t have the same basis 
for that belief.” 

Philip Rones, an economist at die 
See JOBS, Page 13 


NEC Absorbs Charge to Revamp Electronics Unit 


A CimpiUd by 0*r Staff Foot Dnpactmi . - 

7 TOKYO — NEC Carp, said 
Thursday that losses at its electronics 
subsidiary would result in a one-time 
charge of 98 billion yen ($859 million) 
against its earnings in the year ending 
March 31. 1997. 

NT^ said it was restructuring ira NEC 
Home Electronics Lt± unit and would , 
reduce the subsidiary’s capital to less 
than 5 billion yen from ihecmrieot 13L5 
biltionyen. 

NEC said that the accmnulatol deficit 
at the unit, which makes compatef mon- 
itors, TV games and satellite TV tanent 


would have reached 130 billion yen by 
the end of March without the restruc- 
turing. /. . 

“We.are still facing an uphill battle, 
bat we think we have just passed an 
important hurdle,” said Smgeo Mat- 
sumoto, senior vice president of NEC. 

Mr. Matsumoto said die company 
jjiannpd to minimize the impact of the 

about 60. bOHan yen from tieTsaletrf 
securities. . 

NEC also expects to post a one-time 
loss of about 12 billion yen related to its 
North American unit, NEC Technolo- 


gies, partly because of the disposal of 
unnecessary assets after consolidation 
of its PC busmess with Packard Bell in 
July. 

The special losses will adversely af- 
fect NEC’s net profit, which would oth- 
erwise have grown, it said 

NEC raised its prediction for foil- 
year pretax profit to 120 billion yen 
from its previous forecast of 1 15 bilhcm 
yen. But that would still be 21 percent 
below the group profit it earned in the 
previous financial year. 

NEC said it raised its profit forecast 
because of strong sales of telecommu- 


nications equipment and computers on 
the back of brisk demand for Internet 
and other services. 

The company said it expected its group 
salestoreach4.79trifliooyai,upfrOTnan 
earlier forecast of 4.75 trillion yen. Sales 
totaled 4.40 triSioa yen last year. 

Fen- the parent company alone, NEC 
expected to post profit of 105 billion yen 
in the year ending March 3 1 , up slightly 
from the 100.62 billion yen last year. 
The company said an unexpectedly 
large fell in semiconductor prices was 
likely to cap any increase. 

(AFP. Reuters, Bloomberg) 


Calabar Export Processing Zone 

For mm information, contact: 

The Managing Director, 

Processing Zone Authority, 4th Floor, Radio House, 
uiulg^^jSOBUn, PJVUB 1 037. Garki i Abuja. 


•3060 - Fax; 1091 234-3061 
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Year-End Buying 
Lifts U.S. Stocks, but 
Record Is Elusive 


CiXfyded bt Oir Staff Frum Duptschtl 

NEW YORK — U.S. stocks rose 
Thursday as investors added the year’s 
winning names to their portfolios before 
the year’s end. but the rally fell just short 
of a record. 

The Dow Jones industrial average 
closed at 6,546.68 points, up 23.83, just 
over a point shy of the closing record of 
6*547.79 set Nov. 25. Gaining issues 
outpaced losing ones by a 2-to- 1 ratio on 
the New York Stock Exchange. 

The Dow had been up more than 40 
points, but a few automated sell pro- 
grams were enough to pull the market 
back because volume was light, said 
Michael Lyons, a stock trader at Dean 
Witter Reynolds Inc. 

But Mr. Lyons said the market was 
still strong because most investors had 
already done whatever selling they were 
going K> do for tax purposes. “You've 
had every opportunity to sell into these 
rallies and make your money,’ ' he said. 
Now, portfolio managers are adding 
stocks that have performed well this 
year, and they are willing to pay premi- 
um mices to do it. 

“There is a bias in the market as you 
get to year-end," said Larry Wachtel. a 
market analyst at Prudential Securities. 
“It begins to show up in the middle part 
of December and becomes more graphic 
in the last four to five days of the month. 
It reflects die lifting of some tax-selling 
pressure, and mutual-fund flows begin- 
ning to come in a bit more rapidly.” 

One of the longest economic expan- 
sions since the end of World War n has 
already produced the two best years for 
die IIS. stock market since die mid 
1 950s. Analysts are optimistic that stocks 
will rise next year too. if more slowly. 

“Everything validates the viewpoint 
that we have slow but steady growth,’ ' 
said Michael Metz, market strategist at 
Oppenheimer & Co. "There’s no sig- 
nificant inflation, and there's a bond 
market that remains buoyant.” 

The price of the benchmark 30-year 
Treasury bond finished steady at 98 30/ 
32, leaving the yield at 6.58 percent. The 
market was underpinned by speculation 
that tiie Federal Reserve Board will not 
need to lift interest rates soon to fight 
inflation. 


"Everything’s still pretty positive,” 
said Kenneth Ducey, head of trading at 
BT Brokerage, a unit of Bankers Trust 
New York Corp. * ‘The focus will be on 
the bond market, and that looks in pretty 
good shape. The direction is still going 
to be higher.” 

The economy expanded at a 2.1 per- 
cent annual rate in the third quarter, a pace 
considered too slow to speed inflation. 
Signs that consumers were unwilling to 
spend a lot during the holidays encour- 

See STOCKS, Page 12 

Bears in Tokyo Claw 
At a Limping Yen 

Canfitrd by Ota Staff Fran Dupasirz 

TOKYO — The dollar rose above 
115 yen in Asian trading Thursday, its 
highest level in three and a half years, as 
weakness in Japan’s economy shook 
faith in Japanese assets. 

Falling Japanese stock prices and re- 
cord low interest rates also made in- 
vestors less enthusiastic aboux holding 
yen, analysts said. 

“The Nikkei remains weak, and there 
are worries about a further sell-off,” 
Chris Turner, an analyst at IDEA, said, 
referring to Tokyo's main stock-market 
index. “Exporters are generally inter- 
ested in selling and aren't indicating any 
hesitancy if the dollar continues to go 
higher.” 

Concern about Japan's economy was 
stoked by data released Thursday show- 
ing a 1.9 percent fall in November in- 
dustrial output from October, the third 
time in six months that output had 
fallen, as production by auto and elec- 
tronics makers slackened. In addition, 
retail sales slipped 03 percent in 
November from a year earlier, after a 
rise of 0.6 percent in October. 

The data helped send the Nikkei 225 
share index down 1.32 percent, to 
19391 38 points. 

Bond prices also fell, sending the yield 
on the No. 182 benchmark 10-year gov- 

See YEN, Page 12 
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WALL STREET WATCH 


oirrance 


A Year of Records for Mergers, Acquisitions and IPOs 


Ream . 

PARIS — The government it ex- ■ 
^ peered to decide next Friday cm re- 
placements-, for two members of the ■ 
Bank of France’s moneta^poKcy coun- 
cil, Paul Marchelli, a counral mexnber, . 
said Thursday. _ 

The composition of the nine-member 
council is being closely watched by 
financial markets^ for signs of any 
softening, in the independent central 
bank's determinittion to defend the sta- 
bility of file franc against (he Deutsche, 
mart The bank has recently held 
French interest rates slightly above 
comparable German rates to protect the 
franc against speculative attack in the 
foreign-exchange market. 

Mr. Marcheffi said the council, winch 
met Thursday, had given its qpiman oaa 
list of six. candidates proposed for the 
posts. The mandates of tire two mem- 
bers end in January. 

But Mr. Marchelli decEned to say 
what the council’s opinion o f the six 
candidates was. The council expresses 

its opinion on prospective new nrembCTS 
in an advisory capacity; tire French cab- 
inet makes tire final decision- 

A- three-person minority on tire cur- 
. rent council is believed to favor faster . 
w rate reductions to stimulate economic 
' growth and employment, including 
bringing French rates below German 
on« If the Bundesbank fails to ease 

that French rates could be cut without 


damaging the franc. A change in the 
composition of the council, which was 
set pp when thp central bank became 
independent in 1994, could tip the bai- 
ararem fiivor ofthatruinority. 

“ .The mandates of two members of the 
.council — Jean Boissonnat, a fanner 
journalist, and Bruno de Manlde, a 
.former banker — are coating up for 
renewal., . .. 

Both are believed to form part of a 
six-person minority backing Governor 
Jean-dande Trichet’s cautious ap- 
proach to an easing of monetary policy. 
Of tbetwo, only Mr. Boissonnat is seek- 
ing to stay ml 

- Chic source said hebdfieved that Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac had intervened to 
getFSerre-CnuUefl, formerly chief of an 
employers’ federation, and Jesn-Rene 
Bernard, former president of a regional 
bank, onto the list of nominees- Both arc 
dore to the president and are believed in 
some quarters to fever fester rate re- 
dactions. 

Sources close to the nomination pro- 
cess said, however, that Mr. Chirac, 
who this month restated his commit- 
ment to a stable franc, was not expected 
to try to cause tire bank to make any 
radical departure from that policy. 

“You don't change monetary policy 
the way. you. change, your shirt,” Mr. 
Marchelli said. 

Mr. Chir ac’s office has declined to 
comment. 

Mr. Tridbet’s own mandate expires at 
tire end of 1999. 


By Adam Levy 

Bloomberg Business New , i 


rhicb was "yEW YORK — The U.S. 

£ became I stock market’s sixth consec- 

p tire bai- I ^ utive annual gain helped to 
A. ^ spur this year’s rally in many 
lexsof the equity markets worldwide and to stim- 
a farmer ulate record levels of activity in mer- 
tanlde, a gexs, acquisitions and initial public of- 
lg up for ferings of stock. 

U.S. stocks have risen about 25 per- 
partofa cent this year — on top of a 33 percent 
Governor gain in 1995 — helped by an expand- 
ious ap- mg economy that drove the dollar up 
cry policy. Iff percent against tire yen and 8 per- 
at is seek- cent against the Deutsche mark. 

Brighter prospects for the U.S. econ- 
thatPres- only increased trade worldwide, pro- 
rrvened to during cross-border acquisitions and 
hief of an helping other stock markets. In Russia, 
fean-Rexre for instance, tire stock exchange posted 
a regional a 130 percent gain. Stock rallies in 
l Both ree Germany, Venezuela, Brazil, Taiwan 
relieved in and elsewhere helped fuel a worldwide 

r rate re- record total of 1,150 initial public of- 
ferings valued at $137 billion, wife 840 
ation pro- of them totaling $49 billion taking 
r. Chirac, place in the United States, 
i commit- The markets’ advance was accel- 
t expected crated by “momentum investing,” 
make any said Marc Perkins, a money manager 
>licy. and general partner at Kass Perkins 

ary policy Partners: “Stocks rose because in- 
tirt,” Mr. vestors figured they would go up.” 

Such optimism has also infected 
e rlme d to companies, which had a huge appetite 
for mergers and acquisitions this year, 
expires at Cwporate mergers, propelled by re- 


CURRENCY & I NTS REST RAT IS 


, at 
-lit 1 


’■ .'V 


Dec. 23-28 

Cross Rates « s «■ if. o 

SS*® SS S5S* **ar un uos* taw um" 

FMafetart H3 *** ism UTHiSBW 2517V S S* 12 » MOJW 

LMdouto) w» rr SEE nm mar «m — 

MM ££ - ^ ox iwu nxi Wttto iu?» 

ST UPJ8 UWS JWB W* UE U.IW IUR UM QUO 

Ete ^ rn S IM HI — ira ura 

thmm % .iS ^ uh* W ub- - -ura-uffl u»* 

u» aw S£ aim wra mob uw resa 

fS v* iS-SgSB IS JK ww -aa .ua w* 

of WHO-- not MAJflWanriWfe 


LtbkKJbor Rates d «.23 

. Swtat nrtodi 

Date* D-MvK HBK SJcrSog Rune YU ECU 

l-mondi 5¥*-5V* m-SMi 2W-2tV Jk-W 4Ya-4tfi 

SOONt-Ab-JHi 3-» lft-2W M-6Va 3W-3W VU-M 

frflwilh 5V4- 5H 2Wk*3tb ra-aWi 3VU-3M 7>4-V» 4V»-4Va 

Vyuar SV»-SV<t sy*-3VI* l%b-.2Vk Ok-TA U-W tVu-tV* 

Sources: Rculer* Uoytts Bonk. ’ . , 

RUhujvAbM 1b MMMmk Oeposttmtfi mOkyn minimum foregufyntero. 


Other DoltarVWues 


.-f' s 

- t : •• J. •* .. 

t’i j: ■ j-S? ' 


; '■ • ^ .. 'i 
.. n. - 1 ‘‘ 

- w: ^ 


Cotwpqr 

ArgutiMU 

AnsoduS 

AnMnsOL 

■nafrul 

CHDMfU 

CJuUUniM 

Out* W* 

KKf 


ttukmc. 

ISre-du- 


MU.PM 

iLZMures 

H«w.hr0H 

ware*. 

ForeuiWr 

pert «ad« 

auinNa 

s«re»flre 

MS 


CHiwqr 

£ Air. AM 4M 

S.K0C.WM tWK 

faniLkma &MO 
TWml 27JQ 

TMUt asm 

.TartU»a 106503. 

UAerenw liras 
WML bare. 475JSO. 


ward Rates 


i. — -J&'-ISVS.- 

as- \s s ssp : ,JW 


Key Money Rates 
iwiUMrtM ' aim 
DtawMiM -SAD 

fThuenrte 8V> 

-ItMrfb^re ICIy 

fovivanii . . JTt 

'vrererCDsdusn 548 

llMur CP realm &35 

JBu&TnHnrrU *M 

lHurTUouiybB .'&» 

SWarTruiByUr 5LB3 

S^aarTnanurMte . 413 

7 fa r Treasury wit* 422 

T yar T mm ur non 431 

mmmnmrima asb 

M*n10 39-rey ra ass 
Japan 

Obcontmte 450 

C U a w w) ' , J CUd 

l-mectt ubriadi — - 

3 ■u attldlartare ■ - 

< — i bbim t — i t 
10-jvor Cart baud -• 


Baak ban rati 
QS»M*T 

3Hmnlb Werbrak 
MaoRtthflartaak 
IftfurSV 


IwtanuattRQ rate 
Ca> lanaty 
l-anatt intartmk 
3-flMofk iAarteak 
fraMttMartBRk 
IfrfMfOAT 


6M &00 

- Sh 

- M 

- Oft 

- 6tt 

- 720 


115 115 

5V. 3U 
34% 3V» 

34% 34% 

34% 34% 

174 £77 




Lantaord rata - - 
Caaamwr . 

. 1 — al b B U trtwak 
l ■n un naretdak 
tw ttbtmwa 
^IftfcarBaad 


AM. PJA CToc 

Zuridi Ooatfl 

iMdtn Oasad 

NawYWk 37050 371,10 +050 

IU. dofltws perouoctL London oflfcfa/ 
fixings Zurich and New Vort opening 
OTrfdas&ffl prices New mtarer 
IAU 

Sotms Rmdea, 


cord stock prices and low interest rates, 
surged 25 percent worldwide to a re- 
cord $1.04 trillion, surpassing last 
year’s record of $866 billion. 

The most expensive cross-border ac- 
quisition ever occurred in November^ when 
British Telecommunications PLC bid 
$25.5 bniicai fra: MO Communications 
Crap., America's second-biggest long- 


U.S. computer ana chip stocks led 
tiie rally that took the Dow Jones in- 
dustrial average to a record close of 
6,547.79 points on Nov. 25. The 
benchmark index closed just below 
that level Thursday, at 6,546.68. 

International Business Machines 
Corp. has soared more than 60 percent 
this year to a nine-year high, and Intel 
Corp.’s shares have gained about that 
much in the past three months. 

U.S. bonds did not fare as well, 
partly out of concern that the Federal 
Reserve Board would raise interest 
rates to guard against inflation. The 
yield on the benchmark 30-year Treas- 
ury bond hit a peak of 7. 1 9 percent July 
5, up about VA percentage points since 
the first of the year, and an investor 
who bought 30-year bonds at the be- 
ginning of the year would have lost 
about 1.6 percent. 

This year also saw a world record 
initial public offering when Deutsche 
Telekom AG put a 24 percent stake on 
the market last month, raising $11.4 
billion. Lucent Technologies Inc., 
AT&T Corp.’s equipment arm, broke 
away from its corporate parent in 


April, raising $3 billion in the largest 
IPO in U.S. history. 

Companies based outside tiie United 
States have taken in 38 percent of the 
money raised in initial offerings in 
America this year, compared with 29 
percent last year, said William Smith of 


"The number o/lP§s in the U.S. 
increased 46 percent in 1996, but the 
most interesting trend was the increase 
in foreign companies tapping into tiie 
U.S. market,” Mr. Smith said. 

Russia's RAO Gazprom — which 
accounts for about 8 percent of Russia’s 
economic output and produces 23 per- 
cent of tbe world’s natural gas — be- 
came the first Russian company to list 
shares on the London Stock Exchange. 

Peru raised $1 billion by selling a 
Stake in its telephone monopoly, Telf- 
onica del Peru SA, the largest share 
sale in Larin America since 1993. 

In addition, stock-market advances 
gave many companies the ability to 
acquire rivals in share swaps. 

In the world's biggest-ever corpo- 
rate merger, the Swiss drug companies 
Ciba-Geigy AG and Sandoz AG an- 
nounced in March that they would 
merge, creating Novartis AG, the 
world's second-largest drug company, 
valued at about $36 billion. Axa SA of 
France, meanwhile, agreed to pay 
$9.02 billion for Union des Assurances 
de Paris, creating the world's second- 
biggest insurer and the largest asset- 
management company. 

In the United States, a new tele- 


communications law allowed local 
phone companies to enter the long- 
distance business and ushered in a 
wave of consolidation among the na- 
tion’s so-called Baby Bell companies. 
SBC Communications acquired Pa- 
cific Telesis Group for $16 billion; a 
month later, Bell Atlantic Corp. agreed 
to buy Nynex Corp. for $22 billion. 

This month, Boeing Co. followed 
the trend toward defense-industry con- 
solidation by agreeing to pay $13.94 
billion to acquire the rival airplane 
maker McDonnell Douglas Corp. 

Utilities also were up for grabs. Five 
U.S. electricity companies acquired nat- 
ural-gas concerns in 1996, lea by Duke 
Power Cb.'s $9.8 billion acquisition of 
PanEnergy Corp. In the rail industry. 
Comail Inc. was courted by both CSX 
Corp. and Norfolk Southern Corp. 

A standout amid the merger wave, 
AT&T, once the largest company in 
the United States, split into three units: 
its main phone business. Lucent and 
NCR Corp., its unprofitable computer- 
making unit 

In Japan, meanwhile, Nippon Tele- 
graph & Telephone Corp. said it would 
split into three companies, a move that 
would unseal AT&T's as the largest- 
ever corporate dismantling. 

Not all the world's companies or 
stock markets advanced in 1996. Ja- 
pan's stock marker are down a little 
more than 1 percent, and markets in 
Korea and Thailand markets have 
plunged about 25 percent, ranking at 
the bottom of the world's markets. 


Valujet Crash Hits Low-Fare Carriers 

Tower Air and Others See Bookings Fall Amid New Safety Concerns 


By Msrfhew L. Wald 

New York Times Service 

NEW YORK — Ibe DC-9 that went 
down in flames near Miami in May was 
owned and operated by ValuJet Airlines 
Inc., but Tower Air Ino, a different low- 
fere airline bated in New York, says it is 
still struggling to recover from that 
crash. 

Tower's domestic passenger book- 
ings are down 25 percent since the 
crash, tiie carrier says, and, partly as a 
result, it expects to post a loss tiiis year 
for the first time since 2986. 

As wife other low-cost airlines that 
have been tainted by fee ValuJet dis- 
aster, not all of Tower's problems can be 
traced simply to the crash. For one thing, 
the difference between tiie unrestricted 
feres offered by Tower and the discount 
feres available from its big-name com- 
petitors such as AMR Corp/s American 
Airlines Inc. and United Air Lines Inc. 
has narrowed significantly, giving many 
passengers who can plan ahead less 


incentive to choose a Tower flight. 
Moreover, Tower itself does not have a 
squeaky-clean safety record; tbe Na- 
tional Transportation Safety Board, ex- 
amining an accident involving the car- 
rier December 1 995, found its cause to 
be pilot error. 

Also as with many other small air- 
lines, a large portion of Tower’s flying 
is chartered, not scheduled. The ValuJet 
crash did not affect its charter business, 
although mili tary charter business, al- 
ways unpredictable, is off this year. 

Tower’s scheduled service, mean- 
while — concentrated on a few long- 
haul destinations from New York such as 
Paris, Los Angeles and Sao Paulo — has 
suffered among customers from die 
United States. 

Passengers outside America have not 
changed their travel patterns because of 
the ValuJet crash. Tower's chairman 
and chief executive, Morris Nachiomi, 
said, but Americans have, and die per- 
centage of seats filled on its scheduled 
flights, the key to profitability, fell to 


73.1 percent in the third quarter from 
79.3 percent a year earlier. 

That is why Mr. Nachiomi is now 
tiying to make the case that low-cost 
airlines such as his do not deserve die 
reputation they seem to have been given 
by the ValuJet crash. That crash, he said, 
created a perception among American 
travelers that paying more for a ticket on 
a bigger earner made them safer. Pas- 
sengers think, he said: “My life is im- 
portant enough; I'll pay another hun- 
dred bucks to fly to Los Angeles.” 

But because all airlines operate under fee 
same federal rates, Mr. Natihtomi argued, 
passengers on big-name carriers are really 
“no safer" than they are with Tower. 

Tower is not alone in its complaint 
Another small airline. Kiwi Internation- 
al Airlines Inc., went bankrupt recently. 
Though it was already suffering from 
financial and management problems, the 
loss of confidence created by the ValuJet 
crash pushed it over the edge. Kiwi 
officials said. Other small carriers have 
also experienced a drop in bookings. 
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A New York Staple Becomes a Nationwide Hit 


STOCKS: Year-End RaUy Reig™ : 


Hi'- 


Continued from Page 11 


14S "J A "S O N" D 



By Dana Canedy 

New York Times Service 


106 ~J A 


S O N D 




■■Fwc- V*: 

Ctoaa. Cfiaog® 


NEW YORK — For the bagel, a 
homely New Yorker with an im- 
migrant accent. 1996 has been a 
breakout year. 

What is today the Einstein/Noah 


TtwOow 


6548^8 6489.02 


Bagel Corp. started with one bagel 
outlet in Ogden, Utah, just 18 
months ago. The chain has grown 
to 300 stores, with plans to open as 
many as 330 more by die end of 
next year. The stock market values 
the company, which is majority 
owned by Boston Chicken, at more 
than S850 million. 

Last month, Kellogg Co. paid 
$455 million to buy Lender's Ba- 
gels from Philip Morris’s Kraft 
Foods unit Ana Dunkin' Donuts 
Inc., a unit of Allied Domecq PLC, 
invested millions of dollars to add 
bagels to its menu this summer. 
The product introduction, so far in 
1 ,400 stores, is the single largest in 
the company’s history. 

All together, bagel sales have 
grown by a factor of five in just 
three years, according to the 
American Bagel Association, 
whose formation last year is just 
one more indication of the ground 
that the bagel is gaining on cereal, 
bacon and eggs and other tradi- 
tional breakfasts. 

According to die NPD Group, a 
research firm in Port Washington, 
New York, Americans are choos- 
ing bagels for 3 .5 percent of break- 
fasts at home, almost triple the 
level of a decade ago. They figure 
in 5.5 percent of breakfasts outside 
the home, a gain of 150 percent 
even as consumption in restaurants 
of eggs, toast, muffins, doughnuts 
and cereal is falling. 

•Indeed, demand for the dense, 
chewy rolls bas so broadened that 
third-generation bagel bakers in 
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Very briefly: 


Chrysler Chief Chose to Take Profit 

AUBURN HILLS. Michigan (Bloomberg) — Chrysler 
Corp.’s chairman, Robert Eaton, sold $2.8 million in stock last 
month — his first sale since 1994 — a few weeks before be 
said be expected the auto industry to experience a slowdown in 
the coming year. 

Mr. Eaton was one of 1 8 Chrysler officers who sold a total 
of 825,185 shares for a record $27.7 million in October and 
November. The sales came shortly after Chrysler’s third- 
quarter earnings surpassed Wall Street’s estimates and its 
shares traded near all-time highs. 


Brazil Puts Banerj Up for Sale 


RIO DE JANEIRO (Reuters) — Baneij, the first Brazilian 
state bank to be privatized, went on sale Thursday, with the 
country’s two largest private banks bidding on the auction. 

Bradesco SA and Banco Itau SA are the only investors that 
will participate in the closed-envelope privatization auction, 
Rio officials said The other six pre -qualified investors — 
Banco BBA Creditanstalt, Bank of Boston's Brazil unit. 
General Electric Capital Corp., Banco CCF do Brasil, Com- 
panhia de Investimentos Latino- Americana and Golden Cross 
— have dropped out of the running. 


Brooklyn, New York, are mixing 
in such yuppie ingredients as pesto 
and sun-dried tomatoes, while in 
Des Moines, Iowa, bagel fran- 
chises are turning out cbocolate- 
dnp bagels for dessert. 

“That's what happens when it 
comes to Iowa,” said Rabbi 
Steven Fink of Temple B'nai Je- 
Shvrun in Des Moines, who re- 
membered that just five years ago, 
getting a decent bagel in Iowa re- 
quired having it shipped from a 
Jewish deli in New York. 

“This desire for good bagels 
has become so pronounced that we 
are now inundated with bagel res- 
taurants and bakeries,” Rabbi 
Fink said. “We have five new ba- 
gel bakeries and restaurants in Des 
Moines in the last two years.” 

Around the United States, bagel 
sales grew to $ l .6 billion last year, 
from $429 million in 1993. ac- 
cording to the American Bagel As- 
sociation. The trade group, based 
in Dayton, Ohio, estimates that the 
industry will reach $2.3 billion in 
sales this year. 

The bagel has been so success- 
ful that there is talk of a shakeout 
from all the competition. Some 
analysts say Kellogg is coming 
very late to the game. Expanding 
chains are fighting for investment 
dollars. BAB Holdings Inc., the 
Chicago-based parent company of 
Big Apple Bagels, acknowledges 
it may not be able to assemble the 
cash for one planned acquisition. 

Meanwhile, bagel makers are 
racing to grab marker share. Qual- 
ity Dining Inc. of Mishawaka. In- 
diana, owner of Bruegger's Ba- 
gels, has 435 bagel shops. 225 of 
them opened in the last year, and 
expects to have 670 shops open by 
next October. 

Big Apple Bagels bas 150 
shops, of which 89 opened in the 


last year, and another 125 planned 
for 1997: Manhattan Bagel Co., 
based in Eatomown, New Jersey, 
has grown to about 300 stores 
.since 1987, half of them opened 
this year. Dunkin' Donuts plans to 
increase the number of its shops 
that sell bagels to 2,500 by April. 

Bagels, in short, are just about 
everywhere. 

“I can’t remember the last time 
we had doughnuts,” said Juanita 
Cowen. a police services assistant 
with the Montgomery County Po- 
lice Department in Betbesda, 
Maryland, for 19 years. “We al- 
ways have bags of bagels.” 

While it may seem mat the bagel 
boom happened overnight, it ac- 
tually follows decades of pave- 
ment pounding by bagel makers 
who realized their survival hinged 
on expanding beyond Jewish 
neighborhoods into new markets. - 

“We had to cross over ethnic 
lines. We had no choice,” said 
Murray Lender, who with his 
brother Marvin ran Lender's Ba- 
gels before selling it to Kraft in 
1984. “The vision was to really 
get it out of the ethnic market- 
place.” 

Bagel makers began a market- 
ing blitz, including advertisements 
that played up the bagel's health 
benefits and played down its eth- 
nic origins. 

To customers like Richard 
Nielsen, a New Jersey salesman, 
all this industry activity simply 
means that die best bagel bakers 
are vying for his dollar, making it 
mote convenient for him to pop 
into a shop between sales calls. 

“They taste great, and they are 
quick when you’re oo the run,” 
Mr. Nielsen asked while chewing a 
bagel at a Bruegger’s Bagels in 
midtown Manhattan. “It’s the 
yuppie food of the ’90s.” 


aged some bond investors to believe 
that inflation would stay low, allow- 
ing the Fed to refrain from raising 
rates into the spring. 

Semiconductor and telephone 
companies led the stock rally as 
investors continued to anticipate 
firing corporate profits in 1997. 

AT&T was the most actively 
traded stock on the Big Board, 
rising 1% to 43. U.S. regulator 
unveiled a proposal Tuesday to 
overhaul the fees that local phone 
companies charged to long-dis- 
tance providers. The plan, in its 
current form, would ease some 
costs for long-distance companies 
such as AT&T. Worldcom rose 1 to 
25, and MCI gamed V4 to 32%. 

Intel led technology issues high- 
er, rising. 1% to 136% after reg- 
ulators announced their endorse- 
ment of a technology standard for 
digital-TV broadcasts. The standard 
did not dictate which kind of video 
format would be used, leaving open 
the possibility that computennakers 
could market digital screens. 

Dell Computer rose 114 to 55V4. 
and Micron Technology gained 1% 
to 3114. 

Peerless Systems rose 1% to 
17%, a record, after die chief ex- 
ecutive of the developer of soft- 


So far this year, so-called mooey- 
center banks such as Citicoip and 
p ar^r A merica axe ahead almost si 
percent as a group- Investment 
{ranks and brokerage concerns h 
climbed 49 percent. 

Eldorado Bancorp, rose l A 
22% after Commerce Security 
agreed to acquire Eldorado for S90 






But not all financial stocks ral- 
lied. American Express fell 234 » 
56% as speculation waned that 
General Electric would buy me 
company. On Tuesday, the charge- 
card issuer reached a record amid 
such takeover talk. GE would not 
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comment on the speculation, but-.a 
source familiar with, the situation 
said GE was not interested in buy- 
ing American Express. GE stock 
rose VA to 10314. - 

Ralcoip Holdings rose 1% to 20 
and General Mills fell % to 6516 
after U-S. regulators agreed.noc to 
oppose General Mills’s acquisition 
of Ralcorp Holdings’ branded ce- 
real and snack business, including 
die Chex cereal brand. . , . 

General Mills, in turn, agreed jo 
allow Ralcoip. America's largest 

<- ■ . l.kAl nMM>lc J.-M 


ware-based imaging systems, Ed- 
ward Gavaldon, said the company 


ward Gavaldon, said the company 
was looking to expand its relation- 
ship wife Hewlett-Packard. Hew- 
lett-Packard rose % to 51%. 

Zifcel rose 4 13/16 to- 52%, gain- 
ing for a third day. after a stock 
researcher’s prediction that its state 
in MatriDigm would lead to “fee 
biggest revenue ramp” in recent 
business history. Zifcel owns 33 per- 
cent of closely held MatriDigm, 
which is testing software to prepare 
computers for 2000. 

Bank stocks, among this year’s 
best-performing sectors, rose as 
Treasury.bond yields stayed stable, 
ensuring wide profit margins. Sun- 
trust Banks rose 1 to 51%, Fifth 
Third Bancorp, rose % to 65%, and 
Citicorp rose l%to 106%. 


produce a private-label version of 
fee Chex brand of cereals, fee 
largest of the Ralcoip brands beq@ 
acquired by General Mills. 

Government Technology Ser- 
vices rose 5/16 to 6 3/1 6 after wa- 


ning a $237.5 milli on. U.S. Army 
order for portable computers, soft- 
ware and other equipment along 
-wife fee privately held Sysorex In- 
formation Systems. '■ ' _ l 

Drugmakers’ stocks - rallied 
Johnson & Johnson advanced % jo 
50% after the company received 
clearance from U-S- regulators io 
sell Procrit, a treatment for anemia. 

Royce Laboratories climbed l\! 
16 to 6% after Watson Pharma- 
ceutical s agreed to buy the' generic 
drugmaker for fee equivalait of 
$7.25 a share. Watson rose T% to 
45%. . (Bloomberg, APrRetaees) 


YEN: Japanese Unit Slumps to Three-Year Low Against a Resurgent Dollar as Tokyo Shares Stumble*?* ^ u 
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• Georgia-Pacific Corp. agreed to sell timberland, a sawmill 
and other assets in Martell, California, to Sierra Pacific 
Holding Co. for about $320 million. Georgia-Pacific said it 
expected to gain about $80 million on fee sale. 


Continued from Page II 


• The National Labor Relations Board ruled that Cater- 
pillar Inc. must pay for discriminating against its 9.500 
striking workers and feat it had violated labor law by giving in- 
plant employees free meals, T-shirts and other benefits. 

• Montgomery Ward & Co., the largest privately held U.S. 
retailer, named Roger Goddu, a former Toys ’R* Us Inc. ex- 
ecutive. as its chairman and chief executive. (ap. Bloomberg} 


eminent bond to 2.495 per- 
cent, up 3.5 basis points, or 
hundredths of a percentage 
point 

* ‘The market has yet to hit 
bottom as sentiment remains 
bearish.” said Harushige 
Kobayasbi, an equity analyst 
wife Yamaichi Securities. 

The government’s reluc- 
tance to press ahead wife eco- 


nomic reform also weighed 
down Japanese assets. The 
government said last week it 
would postpone moves such as 


cutting corporate taxes and 
modifying land taxes — steps 
the market had been counting 
on to spur the economy. 

The dollar slipped from its 
highs after Prune Minister 
Ryu taro Hashimoto said Jap- 
anese officials did not expect 
to see erratic movements in 
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the foreign-exchange market 
Bur Mr. Turner said the mar- 
ket had largely dismissed 
what were seen as Japanese 
attempts at a verbal interven- 
tion to halt fee yen's decline. 

“The comments really 
didn't express opinion over 
fee level of the yen, and until 
they do, I think the market 
will continue to test the 1 IS 
ground,” Mr. Turner said. 

Movements in exchange 
rates were tiny all around, as, 
fee dollar closed in New York 
at 114.893 yen, down from 
115.000 yen at fee close in 
Tokyo but up from 114.075 
yen Tuesday in New York. 
Most markets were closed 
Wednesday forChristmas. 

Stephen Flanagan, senior 
dealer ar Credi t Agricole, said 
fee threat of a debt crisis in fee 
Japanese banking sector, a 


factor exacerbated by the 
weak stock market, remained 
fee yen’s Achilles’ heeL 
Japanese banks said 
Thursday they planned to 
write off more than 700 bil- 
lion yen ($6. 14 billion) in bad 
loans they made to seven 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


faded housing-loan compa- 
nies. or jusen. The govern- 
ment is now liquidating the_ 
seven jusen. 

But a weaker yen offers a 
bright spot for Japan’s econ- 
omy: It lifts exports. Auto- 
makers have shined produc- 
tion from overseas factories 
back to Japan as fee yen has 
fallen. Japan's Automobile 
Manufacturers Association 
said Thursday feat exports to 
fee United States rose 33 per- 


cent in November. “Auto ex- 
ports to the States won’t slow 
down much because of fee- 
weakening yen,’* said 
Masaru Takagi, chief econ- 
omist at Fuji Research Insti- 
tute. “Exports will continue 
to increase until the dollar 
weakens, which won’t be 
soon, because Rubin has said 
a strong dollar is good.” He. 
was referring to recent com- 
ments by U.S. Treasury S«:- 
retarydRpbert Rubin. Amer- 
ican exporters, by contrast, 
have complained feat a dollar 
trading above 110 yen hurts 
feeu ability to compete. . 

Against other currencies, 
the dollar slipped to 1.5533 
Deutsche marks from 1.5547 
DM on Tuesday, to 5.2440 
French francs from 52 455 
francs and to 13435 Swiss 
francs from 13444 francs. 


The pound rose to -$1.6740 
from $1.6735.- ^ 

Trading remained fein bg- 
tween fee Christmas and N fefv 
Year holidays. 

The dollar was also lifted 
by strength in fee^U-S. stock 
market, which should contin- 
ue to draw foreign investors 
to U3. assets.- 
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“AsJong as the Dow stays 
bid, then -the dollar will stay 
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bid, then -the dollar will stay . v - 
bid,” a trader at the Nqv -~V . 

York branch pfamajm- Euro- r ._ 

pean bank said. r " 

But expectations for Bri- — 

tain to raise interest rates kept +pm -t 

“T*^ik l ?rae?a Icn of ^ 

sentiment that . sterling will 
probably try to continue to go ■ -■ r 

higher.” said tfillel Wjftmap, 
first vice pieadent steBank v, : • 

Leumi Trust Co. of New ;f 
York. (AFX, AP, Bloomberg) +-^ -" 
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26 23ft 25ft 
4ft 4ft 4ft 
7ft 6>fe 7ft 
27V, Hft 27H 
16 IS* 16 
16ft 15ft Uft 
3ft Jfe 3fe 
2ft lft Ift 
fe ft a., 
4ft 4ft 4ft 
Ift J 2ft 


30 Bands 
lOUWffles 

10 Industrials 
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7» u 
9372 10ft 

7Jft 
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XCLLfd 

6373 fe 

ft 




EtJneoy 

6502 ift 

rvu 

aw 


cap. 

TWA 

VocS 

<302 rVk 
41 IS Sift 

Hu 

3t 

10156 


-OJ72 

Hanwre 

3729 fe 


1003* 


— OJM 

VlocwlC 

3706 fe 

fe 

10639 
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3441 3ft 
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SOYBEAN 88EALIC80T1 
100 tons- donors per ton _ 

Jan 97 23270 730 JO 23050 —208 18571 

Wcr0 I7M0 271.00 ZZUO -290 30056 

MovW ZIBSQ 2?iL» 71230 -200 

5497 21750 714J10 Z140O — 7J0 10,959 

AuB 97 71550 71300 21130 — 1JC 2IM 

S«0 21250 21200 21008 -140 1,985 

Est. sales NX Toe’s, sales 800 
Tue'sapenint 82071 up 502 


Trading Activity 
NYSE 


Nasdaq 


Cfese Pr*v. 
1609 1309 


”• AAatced 

9* rw&M 


New Laws 

AMEX 


3315 3710 

161 0 

23 IV 


New Lows 

Market Sates 


190 1786 
1914 1734 
1714 2243 
B57 5763 
141 73 
146 100 


SOYBEAN 0L (C80T) 

60000 to*. Mkrs otr 100 to+. 

Jan0 23.18 220 TUB -0.lt 12900 

Mot 97 2240 7125 ZLX — 111 34011 

May 97 2193 Z35S 2155 -0 .14 CW27 

Mt7 34.17 Z1K 2139 -213 90S 

Aug 97 2199 2199 2199 -208 20T 

S4P 97 74.15 24.10 3210 -004 1005 

Ed. sales NX Tue'&.solas 10027 
Tue'sapenM 80038 all 2131 


Adwa+ced 
Deeftwi 
ItotJiCTmed 
TUd Issues 
New Hrfts 
New Lows 


275 2S4 

151 217 uvee 

10 209 MY5E 

725 600 Arne* 

77 u Nasdaq 

16 IS 


25303 75637 

1600 16.19 

33001 33607 

In Moons. 


SOYBEANS (CBOTJ 
MOO bu minknpn, aoMan per bushd 
Jcn0 7.10 701 701* -005*28.193 

46OT0 706 694 494ft -206*5204 

Mar 97 701ft 692 692* -C0i*3WM 

JUIW 701ft 691 691ft -006* 2M36 

Aug 77 698ft 690 690 -206 2991 

Est.sdes NX Tue's.wSes 22752 
Tub’s opena 14803S off 390 


OBHMimii POl | *° (rMru) 

l0M00itoeon.tp«rQlo.*- 
Mar0 J377 J371 J3H *9 

0»l 97 J423 J411 7415 +10 

se p0 J4B jess J4* +71. 

Dec 97 J490 J4B J4S1 +32 

EsLsdes 3528 Tup's. sacs 1089 
rue's open W 4348* up 14? 


GERMAN MARK (CMBl) 
layjoorrwria. Spwmorfc 
Dec96 .050 +11 

AkrW MB MB MIS +11 

Jlffl97 004 003 05M +11 

Sep 97 • 0543. ‘ +11 

&Ls*s NX Tile'S. srtea Z5T7 
Toe's open M SUM up 391 


JAPAM3EYB1 ICMBt) 

H5 arisen van, SpWD ran 

Dec 94 009148 -38 

Mar 97 00018 .00097 00083 -38 


S 97 SXXni 008976 J0BPJ7 -38 
odes 55« V» 


EA sties 500 Tub's jedes 1347 
TM'sapaiM 54044 ‘ Dp 618 


SMS FRANC (OiSO 


Mar 97 JS07 J484 7493 +9 44062 

JW197 J540 735 7561 +12 . 1J99 

Sep 97 ' 7629 +11 7000 

ESLS0K Ufa TWS- sties -5M0 • . 
Tup's open W 47061 up 931 


3-MO NTH PI BOR (MATIF) 


0093 2004 -024 &jS7 

Nor 97 2052- —894 ISs 

Dec 97 2029 2020 2006 -4U4 8US7 

0* | 9O . 1905 -029 700 

FflbR 1906 —430 5047 

NX Toe's. s*s 17054 
TOC's «>enM 353033 up 1309 

NATURAL GAS (NMER2 ■ ■ ' / 

ltwnoaBnMTftsperrnmHa • 

97 3395 330 3JOT -335 35.952 

MerW 3.1® 2500 27« -35B 1*354 

. Apr 97 2080 Z4B 200 —158 11J32 

MW97 1330 1270 1290- —MB ■ 8067 

x»l 97 1250 110 220 —PS 775B 

A697 2 MB 1150 110 — (00 7719 

H® uw- -«» 

5«S«W 2730 1730 2J70 i — P0 6015 

0df7 2720 210 2.765 — W0 6JM 

Nw97 2700 270 2740 - — to 30a 

Dec 97 -2770 27C 2J3Q -0. «Sl 

; BXRfcs NX TWS.K iU 55JW ^ 
Tue'sapsnW ISMST off 8065 - * 

IMLEAflE&BASOUNE (NMSO 

4200 sal- Ml par M 
Jdl97 070 {LBS 0j| —005 14.160 

Feb 97 075 6040 «J» ToS 2t38 4 

MT7T <870 40.10 684B +R10 004 

fiserr ■ 7uw - 0je .7113 +ftoj MJd 

M 0997 «J3 -am ixa 

An 97 - 601 -J3JQ UD 

Esf.sa4es NX ToeV«4es 770 . 

TUrtsperiW 64415 off 07 ' • ’ 


rTr.r-- 


m 

■ • i-' 

■ p.a t*HOe|ri0a 

+ 

jtTXT: 




'•1— 


jfcp.L 


y**-h*n ft t ... rr1 : 

•tt j- .. ’ 

y: -- > 

■car^i ..." ■ >'• dST- Z 

rSs.j-1' A 


'■■■ Tv-.ui im 
* -M 


Jon 97 37478 37100 37200 — 140 5727 

Apr 917 27L50 &ASD 375.10 -»J0 11747 

Jill 97 37150 37BJ0 377 JO -170 1024 

0097 38CL5D -UD 2J305 

Joi« 3S120 -1J0 1«S 

Est.sOm NX Tue’s.siMs MM 
TWsapeoM 2S4W off 30 


a ^ 


14 1* lfe 1* 

T3t 19ft IBft 19ft 
3441 3ft 3ft Jfe 
2011 0 23ft 25ft 

195 4ft 4ft 4ft 
10 7ft »>fe 7ft 
ID* 27ft 22ft 27ft 
101 16 15ft 16 

TBS 16ft 15ft left 
174 3ft Jfe Jfe 
612 2ft 1ft lft 
677 fe ft •>„ 
85 4ft 4ft 4ft 
217 Ift I 2ft 
13304 75fe 75ft 75fe« 
10/ 13ft 12ft 12ft 
67* lft lft lfe 
Htl lfe I+k Ift 
1112 lfe lfe 1ft 
107 14 Uft 14 
308 36ft 36 0* 


Dividends 

Company 


Per Amt Rec Pay Company 


Per Art Rec Pay 


WHEAT (CBOT1 

SAaa bu mtoknum- riaflen per Budtri 
MCT 97 10ft 192 1M +0jX?ft3TJU 
May 97 173ft 168 169* +A01 M90 

Ju(97 145* 142 143ft +IU) 19J33 

Sen 97 146ft +0JJ1 997 

Ea soles NX Tpe’s-scSes 4/36 
Toe's open IrU 59^29 OB 384 


Mar 77 9AM 96M7 9A£6 +0J0 «&342 
Jwr 97 96Z 8 96JS 9AM +CJW 3S<1S7 
Sep 97 9A£\ MSP 96A1-+O01 ZJJS6A 
Dec 97 9653 9451 9653 +CLD1 19JP0 
Mor 96 96JX 9&J7 96JB +OD0 74900 
JUl) 96 0 JXt tun .96.18 +000 12.223 

Sep 98 9530 95.90 95.90 — 001 TL222 
Dec W 9SA2 9562 95^2 +0J» 1313 
Mor 99 NT. N.T. 9532 +000 77,754 
Jon 99 NT. N.T. 95JXS +TLO0 5*24 
Sep 99 N.T. N.T. 94J5— 0JJ2-i255 
Dec 99 N.T. N.T. 9*52 +000 545 

at volumK U33. Open bit: 21 MB* down 
348. 


Stock Indexes • ’ 

S8J>CDM>.EMbEX(CMER) . 

PDOXlndK 

M<w97 76+30 79A0 700 +135182164 

Jk«97 77DJ0 744J0 7^70 +l3 *35 

So>97 7770. 77100 775J0 +2» WO 

Dec 97 7I4J0 7000 7E4M 250 

Estates NX Toe's, ato 11569 1 i 
TurtopenW id 631 


IRREGULAR 

Enpresa Elec „ 36 1-2 1-27 


STOCK 5PtiT 


JimniJSEmiqGr 
Scudder NewAsta 
ScuMerNewEu 


-1.9065 12-33 12-31 

- -Z7 12-31 1-7* 

- M 12-31 1-14 


SoometnPoc 3 for 2 spa. 

- Telecom LibAAda A 3 tor 2 spOL 


REVERSE STOCK SPLIT 
JGIncfclforaweRe. 
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W7 11* lift lift “ 
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148 I* 1 lfe -fe 
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S3 fe ft fe +fe 

W 13* 13h Uft 

I9B 13ft 12 » -ft 

2734 3* 3» Jfe -fe 

0 3ft 3ft 3ft —ft 

93 9 8ft 9 +* 

3*7 6* 6 6ft , ft 

2574 * 'fe 'fe -fe 

3929 fe Vo. 

E73 2fe Ift 2ft — fe 

8>4 14ft 14ft 14fe .fe 

790 3Bft 37* J8ft -ft 

312 3ft 3 Jfe • fe 

7404 rife 2‘fe 2ft -fe 

239 IVft 17* 16* +1* 

(71 »ft B »ft ,1ft 

183 16ft 17* IB* - * 

49 7ft 7 7ft • ft 

161 9 Bft B* — * 

891 17ft 16ft 17ft • ft 

316 6ft 5ft 6* • * 

631 Sfe Sfe Bft -fe 

407 24 23ft 23ft -ft 

162 45ft 45 45 -ft 


0ft -ft 
Jfe »fe 


7ft -fe 
IB* +lft 
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TuvmOr 

TWA 

TmsL* 

Tntsmmn 

TraxMWn 

TrtoBech 

Trttcn 

TiitMex 

UTI Ena 

Units 

untoiar 

ITnitdWBl 

USfiftSCi S 

USCrt 

Vcriyfb 

VKAdW 

VKSefi 

varan 

Vtocfl 
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'fe 

■ft, 
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4ft 

, 3ft 
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»& 

246 
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17ft* 

.7** 

V* 

*fe 
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19ft 

10* 

19 

-ft 

2n 

30 

29ft 

2** 

—ft 

137 

16ft 

15* 

15ft 

-ft 
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*fe 

9 

9* 

— * 
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16* 

16ft 

Mft 

-ft 
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12ft 

12ft 
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*Vh 
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281, 
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Ift 

TVu 
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2ft 
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2* 
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Uft 
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ft 

rife 

Vi, 

7fe 

fe 

7fe 
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-* 

n 

lift 
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—* 

1ID 

14 
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U 

13 

—* 

95 

Sft 

4ft 
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—j* 

1& 
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A 

ft 

IS 
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YEAREND 

CdwUmn _ .1512-31 M7 

EjTKrtjfrtgMffidco .31965 12-31 1-17 

Jundl Growth H - -D7V9 12-23 12-31 


CoaumtvBkSte 

doeferaqj 

CTotfeHor-PK 

HmTVjOtPrep 
HuntMfe 
Mercury Air G«p 


REGULAR 

IkShs in Q . 


O MS 12-31 T-1S 
O .16 M3 7-23 
0 .175 1-10 2-1 

Q in 1-2 l-i* 
0 J»5 1-3 1-14 
O A125 1-15 2-3 


n imooL b RpnMi nmoust per 

stacttORippaiddtflGaBdnhids 
nMnwitMj; n+rwrertr s-*wb-o«iiiBl 


Livestock 

CATTLE (CB8BU 
404»0lto.'O»nt»pwe. 

Feb 97 45.17 64A5 6502 +607 3X992 

Apr 97 6SS7 6525 MS +0.12 2X1 S3 

Jon 97 6102 8X65 6102 —0.10 9,989 

Aug 97 6172 6245 6165 +610 W 

00 97 0545 6522 6535 +6JB . 5«8 

Dec 97 670 66J3 66J5 +00 1.997 

Eg.ades HLM5 Tue's-sde W 
Toe's open irt 64,467 off 2H 


UST.BULS (aeo 

tut . 3,912 

«* ^ 

S’SgnS I 


Industrials 
COTTON 2 (NCT90 


SYR. TREASURY (CSOT) 

illUHeP-iOCtMtl 100 Pet 

MVTlWai 706-05 106-29 - 005 WA62 
106-21 06-an. 1B6-30 ~_aB 208 

Ssl.acfci 3^, WAJgteWW 

Tup'senanW 15X209 off 363 


Stock Tables Explained 

Soles Bguna on uroffidaL Yeortyhtgta and lows refect the previous 52 weeks plus the 

cw^weelL but wAlhetatellroiliiig day. Whereo spRortfock (SridewJ omourtino hi 25 

percent ormorem g wen pa d. TtKyeasnifit-ianmnQeanaiBMenti are shown torffleww 
stocteonly.Un^atienrise noted, rates o* dTvWends ore onnual atsbursements based u 
the West deeloiuflon. 


FOTBl CATTLE (CMB0 
suoate-canrtavb 

Jen 97 67.10 6485 66M -J.12 Wti 

Mqr 97 6745 66195 67 J2 — 0.13 5IU 

Apr 97 670 fi.15 £7.45 +AI5 ISM 

Mor 97 6B0 57.50 £757 +0.17 2J72 

Aue97 IASS 49 JD 45J5 *B0 1,939 

Sep 97 69 JD 6*0 6950 ,tU5 3*6 

EststoB iae Tue's.sc4es 103 
Tue'sapenM 16,116 w 213 


H YR.TR£ASI*Y KWTO 
tiau*irt»-rt*3Maiiao«t 
n-cM 10-0 — 62 KL549 

MMWMMS 7040 109-26 - 02 3SL720 
Am 9/ 709-0 N9-0I 10-01 - 03 10661 
SsJwiW We'i.Bies 165! 
Tut’jownH 29099 off TOi 


o- dividend tdsoeffmfs). 


p- Initial dividend annuo! rote unknown. 


— r -iitiw wivimiiviuiuHiui 

b -onmral nde of dividend plus stock dl- P/E -pifce-eamtogs ruffe. 
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wwCrt 
W1RHT 
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WIUlTl 
wfnelM 
WEBCann 

WCBFran 
WEB Jen n 
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Xytron 


224 9ft 37ft 37ft —1* 

IM Ik ft fe ‘fe 

146 4ft 4ft 4ft 

JOS 3* 3ft » - 

760 Uft U 13 —ft 

354 zm 26ft 27ft -* 

90 11* lift lift —ft 

III lift lift Uft 

17£ 10* Uft 10* •* 

7IS 31* 35ft 36 •* 

4118 36ft 36 36ft •* 

3706 fe fe fe 

279 3V„ 2ft 2ft —ft 


vkfend. 

c-feuMaffeg dMdemL 

cc-P£rceeds99. 

dd-oaOed. 

d - new yaxtf low. 

dd - toss in the iastl2 morahs. 


q - dwed-end mohiai fund. 

r- dividend doctored or pofe {n preodlita 12* 
ownthd phis stock dividend, 
s- stuck spot. Dividend begins wtth dale of 
sett. 

sb-sales. 


e- dlvfdendiiecJoredorpaM in preceding 12 t - oMdena paid in stock In preceding 12 

" wnWls - , . . ntonffn esnmafed cosh value oo «-«»■ 

* - an nuel me, increased an las deda- vtdend veftdbMreitoadote. 
rafioa n- new yearly Wgri. 

6 - dividend in Canadian ftmdi subfeef to v-froduig lulled. 

15% non-residence to*. vl ■ In bonkreaicy ar lecBhrereHa or belnc 

I - dividend deda rod oiler splt-up or stock rewganizeu under me Bontovptcy Act or 
dividend. soctrrtftes assumed by sudiasnpades. 

J- tfiddend oald BnS yeas om#tod,dBfenert» wd - when dstrihuie^ 
noodkmlatenatkdeANdendRieemg. wf - when issued/ 
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HOW-LB* (CMERJ 
4UM OK. - ccrti otr to. 

F*697 7AM 7S5S 75JS 
Apt 97 72^ 7100 7142 

ton 97 75J0 74A0 75.12 

Jul 97 7L7S 71JS 71A5 
4uo97 0SS BJS5 BS? 
non si jo 6iJ0 a* 
6sL safes OR Ufy<d« 
Tue'*ePen*"f 77,9*5 off B 

PORRBtaUBtoMSD • 
*»H.omiwo 
RS97 7BJ8 TtJB 7735 
Mix 97 7X00 77-40 77^ 

Mav97 70.15 77.90 7|® 
JW97 77.90 na TWO 
AOB97 7415 7305 TIB , 

Est. sales 1^29 Toe's. sMb 
T iwSoPBiM 6417 all 2 


US TREASURY BONDS fCBOD 
a Bd-usajn+a* ftjMsai Wpcii 
M ar97 lU-JC 113-89 113-11 - 02 *»JP6 
JXl 97 113-82 172-27 112-27 - D 15419 
5ep97 112-12 - 82 5.H6 

Dec 97 111-30 - 02 1757 

EsLiafts 40400 Tw^sdes 16,197 
IWSCMIH 462JI2 OR 1571 
10-YEAR FRENCH COV. BONDS (MATIF) 


Mo-97 7545 7550 73L53 -all 

Mav97 77.15 7665 7676: —OB 

Jul 97 "77,53 • 7745 " 77J0 -175 

0CV7 7730 T7M TJX —020 

DSC 97 77 JB 7AM 7S3S -JOB . 

Na 96 . 7135 —030 

EB, soles NX 70Vs.Kaes - 
TueftMlW 5&412 off 124 
IWATINBOLaMER) 

42JB0 aeft- awdi acr od 
JanW 71 £ tUS -UP 

Fob 97 7050 &X0 6940 — 1JBS 

Mor 97 BUS 6740 67J0 -075 

Apr 97 6(45 055 6+35 —025 

May 97 6145 6135 6745 -405 

Jon 97 SMB 50*0 59 JO +DJB 

Jww sm sms "—(us 

340 5RJD 5PM -JU5 

EAwta NA TWOatoS 1243 
TOe'iopenW vnjca off *n 


C^JfOAATTF) 

FF200 per Indoc 

2s rasa 23p<j+t7j» 2tms 

. fe wMt»J 23020 ipotl/oo 1 ^ 

*£, W «-T. N.T. 2291 J +1706 
1*02 PB N.T. 2^Z7 O+17J)0 4668 

N.T. 23015+1700 660 
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Commocfity Indexes 
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u-rt! Ota . . furious 

SKS? NX NX 
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Spot Commodities 




rnw t> tATjuu i m . ni, 1294)0 +0.10722.143 
JW 97 12742 12740 127 JO +0.10 &89A 
Sep 57 12540 12540 125JD +0.10 0 . 

- EaLiatoRis R4W. Open oils 179,738 up 
41074. 


r$WEETaw«J<»B*i; . 
euBrittwr lM 

’ 2520 sun H92 -OMIflJM 

7 2443 HU 3*27 -0.19 27412 

r 2183 1340 2162 -0:19 22,905 

7 23.15 2116 2UD —0.19 17J14 

' 2245 2240 2241 —021 27415 

71.98 7TJ8 IL90 —027 J44II 

1 2142 2142 2145 -024 13J06 

tub -vs run 


Atomfnvm, fe 

ran Fob, fen 
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tiNeoinrot- 

5toi[xajpi, k* 
m to 
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Toduy _ p^v. 
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noodfanlotenatkdeAMdendineetoto- wl - when issued/ 

t - dividend doctored or paid fftS jwvt at ww-wflhwanunts. 
aaunutalhe issue wflhSvWends In aneare. »- ex-dividend arex-righis. 

■ - annual ret* reduced on lost decton- xdto-ex-dishlbulton. 
lion. iw-wtfltawwonunts, 

o-newtsviehittKpad52*ieeks.Thehfqtv. y-ex-dMdend and safes in toB. 
low range beptos ttflh Ihe start of hwSng. yU-yield. 

ret-- next day delivery. T-SafesinfufL 


Food 

ORANGE JlltOKNCniJ 
ISAe61bl.-cW«lMrB- ... 

jen 97 SAM 82JD >240 —04 6 6483 

MT V BUB 8175 6545 —035 (3430 

ZSifr 9140 gJ6 *x JJ» 

jul 97 9110 9175 9168 +U5 892 

Efi. sales NX Tue's.**® 

Tue'topeoW 27473 o» 2C 


EURODOLLARS (CMEFO 
SlmBfen-er+PMOOPd. 

Jen 97 9U90 96480 MM 

Feb 9? 9*471 96460 94470 

Mor 97 96460 944*0 94450 i 

Jorf7 M32B «3» j 

MV 00 91420 91410 93410 

Junto 93360 9329 91355 

Sep 00 91320 9UW-913H 

dk oo «ua m3o urn 

Ed. softs SUM Ttae^sMs 3M99 
Toe's oeenW UEUS7 Off 66« 


Internatio nal ReernU^I^ ' 

AwiAAiBfea .... I# t 


Appears every Monday. 

To advertise contact Fred Ronan : ! 
Tel: + 33 1 41 43 93 91 Fax: + 33 1 41 43 93 4) 


6RTTISH POUND (Offii) 

A34D0 pounds. Spar pound 
Mar 93 14732 14670 14700 -8 2£7M 

4n97 tm 6 —4 LIST | 

Sep 97 14814 -6 IJE7 

Dec 97 14570 -6 7 

EA softs 1,916 Tue-isries )JB 
Tue'sopenW 2X901 Off H3 
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EUROPE 


P* S. Bank 
To Study 


Europe ’s Bulls Brace for Another Run 

Stock Strategists See Markets Setting Records Again in 1997 


' PAWS — Groupe des Assur 

'• aBAasa s 

“ a possibility that some 
****** c^ently 
‘ • and Baficredh 

,7“ °® fea sance structures — wifi 
be sold, a spokesman for GAN said. 

spokesman said the sale would 
-depemi in part on whether GAN re- 
' r c« v ®“ government aid it had reques- 
3”. T he spokesman declined to con- 
' ‘v a rq»n published Thursday that 
had matte the sale of 
c VAN a top priority. 

' : -» GAN has 1 6 5 bfflioh French 

■ - francs ( $3.1 million) of distressed 
property assets and loans that it took 
over from its property-financing unit 
VIC and later transferred to Parixel 
: '-and Bati credit and that have been a 

~ . ,pajor source of loss for the insurer. 
In the first half of this year, real- 
■ estate charges contributed heavily to 
die company's net loss of 965 m£l- 
: - ‘1100 francs. Of its total real-estate 

-> .'losses of 1.79 billion francs — 
-nearly twice as much as GAN 
. ’ earned from its core businesses of 

-i ■ insurance and banking, 988 million 
'francs came from the two special 
c 7 Structures, and the other 799 million 
/ ^francs came from UIC. The French 
government hopes to sell GAN but 
■would probably have to provide a. 

1 major cash injection to poll the in- 
— * .-surer out of the red. 

4 (Bloomberg, AFX ) 

SFP to Get Cash Before Sale 

, r The government intends - to 
'privatize Societe Francaise de Pro- 
duction by mid+May after-giving it a 
‘ cash injection of 172 billion francs, 

* Philippe Douste-Blazy, France’s 
culture minister, said, accorduig to 
;an Agence France-Presse repoit 
■ With the new dose of cash, fee an- 
~ "tfiovisuril poduetkm house wiH have 
cost ftcnchfiDCpayeis 3.4 bfifion francs 
since 1990, fiKnritrister said ltegov- 
enunent said Tsesddy it favored* joint 
‘ offer from the - Bpoch - companies 
Havas SA and Ge. Geaerale desEsnx 
foacquircthe company. 1 ■ " •[ . 


Bloomberg Businas New* 
LONIXIN — European equity 
™ which rose to record highs 
m 1996, are likely to continue 
nsmg in the new year, fueled by 
expectations of corporate growth, 
acquisitions and falling interest 
rates, fund managers and invest- 
ment strategists say. 

Nine of Europe’s 10 biggest 
benchmark stock indexes reached 
highs for the year in December, and 
the fund managers and strate gists 

predict they will be taken still high- 

er by unproved economic growth 
that will lift industries such as steel 
and construction, which depend on 
a robust economy. 

U.S. securities, which also are 
expected to- continue rising, and 
consolidation in the drag and' de- 
fense industries are expected to 
provide an extra boost 
‘ ‘Lower-tfaan-expected interest 
rates and our forecast of strong 
growth through 1997 and 1998 
make us positive about European 
equity markets for 1997,” said Car- 
oline Meroz, an equity strategist at 
J.F. Morgan Securities Ltd. 

“We forecast that short-term in- 
terest rates ' will continue to fall 
across Europe in the early part of 
1997 and remain stable, probably 
until the end of the year,” said Ms. 
Meroz, who forecast gains in foe 
markets of 10 percent to 20 percent 
Falling interest rates help compa- 
nies by reducing interest charges 
and' by encouraging customers to 


borrow and spend. Economic 
growth will entice investors into so- 
called cyclical stocks, which are 
sensitive to movements in the econ- 
. omy, she said . 

Her boy recommendations in- 
clude foe French insurer Assur- 
ances Generates de France, the 
German chemical maker BASF 
AG. Norsk Hydro A/S, which is 
Norway’s largest industrial com- 
pany, and Telefonica de Espana 
S A, a Spanish phone company. 

Cyclical stocks ait also ejected to 
get a Hit in countries such as Austria, 
where the bi gg est companies include 
the steelmakers VA Stahl AG and 
Boehler-Uddebtikn AG — but not 
before a fall, said Rupert Carnegie, 
head of research at Henderson In- 


vestment Management. 

Still, although he is less optim- 
istic in the short term. Mr. Carnegie 
also sees foe value in stocks linked 
to foe economy. 

“You’D see a switch into cyc- 
lical stocks,” Mr. Carnegie said, 
but ‘‘we expect an equity shakeout 
in the next three months. After that 
it'll be a buying opportunity.” 

He forecast a slump of 5 percent 
to 7 percent in European equity 
prices in foe next three months. 

With interest rates falling except 
in Britain, the main cause for con- 
cern in Europe is how many coun- 
tries will meet the criteria for entry 
into foe European economic and 
monetary union and what they will 
have to do to qualify. The decision 


Equity Markets in 1996 


Morgan Stanley Capital International developed market equity 
Indexes in U.S. dollars. (Dec. 29, 1995=5100) 
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on which countries will qualify 
will be made in 199S and be based 
on economic data for 1997. 

But even though they are ex- 
pected to rise, European stock mar- 
kets may not perform as well as 
other markets, according to a report 
by Douglas Johnson, senior inter- 
national investment strategist at 
Merrill Lynch. Countries trying to 
meet foe monetary-union criteria 
may introduce measures that hurl 
companies, he said, such as cuts in 
public spending and higher taxes. 

“The clear risk to markets in 
1997 is potential turmoil as we 
progress toward EMU,” or Euro- 
pean monetary union, Ms. Meroz 
of J.P. Morgan said. “The peri- 
phery countries char hope to qualify 
for membership are likely to be 
particularly at risk if progress to- 
wards EMU was to stutter.” 

For 1997, Bridsh markets are 
widely seat as the best bet With 
prospects for strong economic and 
corporate growth and an expected 
change in government strategists 
expect Britain to outperform other 
nuuor European markets. 

Europe’s diugmakers are also 
expected to see merger activity to 
follow the merger of Switzerland’s 
Ciba-Geigy AG and Sandoz AG to 
form Novartis AG. Zeneca Group 
PLC's shares, for example, have 
risen 30 percent because of takeover 
speculation. Switzerland’s Roche 
Holding AG is viewed as foe British 
drogznaker's most likely suitor. 


French and Spanish TV to Share Soccer Rights 


Bloomberg Businas New 

MADRID — Antena 3, Spain's 
leading commercial-television 
broadcaster, and the satellite broad- 
caster SogecaMe, an affiliate , of 
Canal Pins SA of France, announced 
plans Tbursday to fovide rights to 
major Spanish soccer games. 

Along with the regional station 
TdeVKio de Catahrifya, which also 
signed foe accord, foe broadcasters 
expressed hqpe that foe pact would 
lead to a joint platform for digital 


“to aB op er ato r mcerestedm ft” 
News of foe alliance could be a 
further blow to foe expansion plans 
of state-controlled Telefonica SA, 
whose caMe-TV project recently ran 
aground. Telefonica test month lis- 
tea'Anteoa 3 among seven broad- 


casters that were to join it in a ven- 
ture to offer digital television to 
Spanish viewers. 

Under foe soccer accord, Antena 
3 andTelevisio de Catalunya will be 
able to show weekly league 
matches, while Sogecable has the 
right to transmit cooed broadcasts of 
Sunday games. Antena 3 will broad- 
cast 20 Cup matches uncoded, with 
other matches available only to 
viewers who pay to watch. 

Antena 3 said, “In this way, foe 
interests of fans, football clubs and 
the TV broadcasters that own foe 
rights wifi be protected. ” 

The announcement illustrates foe 
shifting of allianc es as companies 
jostle to enter the new market for 
digital television, which will make it 
possible for viewers to receive hun- 


dreds of channels via satellite as 
well as pay-per-view and interactive 


When Telefonica announced its 
a gree ment with foe state-owned 
RTE and six other broadcasters, in- 
cluding Antena 3, to offer digital 
television services, it estimated that 
die project would require an invest- 
ment of 29 billion pesetas ($222 
million) in the next decade. 

Canafpius and foe Spanish media 
concern Prim, announced die latest 
step Monday in its plans to start trans- 
mitting digital-TV signals when it 
said Sony Espana had agreed to sup- 
ply die decoder necessary to un- 
scramble the signals. The terminal 
will give access to pay-per-view 
movies, video gamramdlKxneshop- 
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ping. C3nalSatellite Digital has be- 
gun testing its di gjtal -television pro- 
gramming and plans to start 
commercial broadcasts in January. 

Telefonica shares closed at 3,030 
pesetas, up 40. In Paris, Canal Plus 
shares rose 5 francs to close at 1 ,146 
($218.75). 

■ Unemployment Declines 

Spanish employment growth is 
outpacing economic growth, die 
Economy Ministry said as foe latest 
survey ty the National Statistics In- 
stitute showed Spain's unemploy- 
ment rate foiling from 21.92 in Au- 
gust to 21.80 percent in September, 
Reuters reported. The Economy Min- 
istry, using numbers from the Na- 
tional Employment Institute, report- 
ed.a 13.82 percent jobless rate. 


Very briefly; 

• Elf Atochem, the chemicals unit of Elf Aquitaine SA, will 
buy the European adhesives and sealants activities of Laporte 
PLC, a British specialty-chemicals concern. The price was 
not disclosed. 

• Cie. Financiere de Paribas plans to increase its industrial 
holdings in Spain and plans a new operation there valued at 
about 200 million French francs ($38.2 million), the financial 
daily 1 'Expansion reported. Paribas already has investments in 
Spain valued ai about 360 million francs, including a 58.2 
percent stake in Cepa, a pharmaceutical company, and a 29.2 
percent stake in Sos Arana, a food company. 

• Kazakstan will sell its oil company, Mangistaumunaigaz, 

which accounts for about 30 percent of the country's oil 
production, as part of its privatization plans. Prime Minister 
Akezhan Kazhegeldin said. The prime minister said six for- 
eign companies were competing in the tender. He declined to 
identify the companies. Reuters, afx 


Turk Telekom Hires Adviser 


ANKARA — Turkey has appointed a consortium headed 
by Goldman. Sachs & Co. to advise it on foe stalled sale of 
Turk Telekom, foe linchpin of the government’s privatization 
program. Stare Minister Ufuk Soylemez said. 

“The consortium has been chosen in accordance with the 
Telekom law and World Bank standards,” Mr. Soylemez said 
at a news conference. “Advisory services will be supplied by 
the consortium Jed by Goldman Sachs." 

He said be hoped that 10 percent to 15 percent of Telekom 
would be ready to be sold within three months after Goldman 
Sachs completed its advisory services and the sale strategy had 
been worked out 

The government hopes to raise $3.5 billion from foe sale, 
previously hindered by constitutional challenges. In August, 
Parliament amended a privatization bill that will ease the sale, 
but it was again challenged by the opposition. 


GIFTS: In Most Countries, Retailers Are Unwilling to Give Refunds on Christmas Presents JOBS: Data Leave Prognosticators in Dark 


Confimiied from Page I 

most people Uke foe eotire.weck off. . ; 
-• DieZol, foe downtown shoppaiQdis- 
■ trict in Frankfurt, is typically mobbed as 
food as stores reopen Dec. 27. • 

.But. the American art of. cashing ip 
~~ unwanted Christmas presents — and 
then buying even more merc h a ndi se — 
'has yet to catch on. Most stores do let 
people exchange products after Christ- 
tSUH," but; only the Jaige^ department 
^stores, and tmly some of those will give 


. That is enough in itself to put a damper 
on any rush after Christmas. But German 
. leaflets ire oniy begxniiing to adopt foe 
• raactice of rapid-fire discoimtingmmove 
7 slow-selling wares off the shelves. 

*; — EDMUiND L. ANDREWS 

Russia’s Best-Kept Secret 
./ Russian saleswomen can be hard- 
’ hearted They can make buying sodif- 
ficult that most shoppers would rather 
aiffier quietly at home than revisit die 
scene. of the trauma to wrestle for arc- 
‘■fund.’ 

! ■ wouldn’t exactly say they re 
-■scared,” Aleksander Kharchenko, a 
lawyer for a Moscow consumer rights 
-group, said of his ctiems. “They just 


W inay be one of foe country s best-kept 
• . - secrets. The catch is that a receipt is 

' usually required, and that is often an 
chirive bit of coarse paper whose only 
* identifying marks are a spray of seem- 


ingty meaningless numbers. But there are 
a few merchant* who will forgo proof of 
punfoase if foo item is obviously from 
their stare and dven some who will give 
cash Sack. » 

“JnrRnssia, we have a saying,” said 
Olga Kanmmikova, a gentle shopper 
whosaid she has never disliked apresent 
given hen “Dotit look a gift horee in foe 
teeth.” On hearing that Americans quote 
a similar proverb, she offered, “Well, I 
-guess Americans lode.” 

, Meanwhile, Russia’s sawiest buyers, 
foe young and rich, are defying another 
Russian saying: “You can’t make a 
. present of a present. ” 

, “We give sniff we don’t want to our 
friends for their next birthday or New 
Year’s;” said Irina, 18, -a student who 
would only give her first name. “But 
retnm it? Thai could never happen here. 
This is Russia.'’ 

—SARAH KOENIG 

Brazilians Don’t Bother 

Just hope it fits. Or that something like 
it will. 

There is no tradition or practice, at big 
stores or of granting refunds in 

Brazil for any cause. Qnepant leg longer 
than foe other? Color unbearable? The 
best you can eraect is a store credit, or 
possibly an exchange on the spot. 

Brazu enacted a consumer-rights 
code in 1990, but none of its 119 articles 
. mentions a right to a refund, even if the 
item is defective. Cassia Al me id a , the 
consumer columnist at the daily O 
Globo, said that Dec. 26 was not nor- 


mally a particularly busy day at ex- 
change counters. 

Legally, foe said, stores are required 
only to exchange hems that are damaged. 
Good, stores offer an even exchange on 
items that are not defective or, mare 
rarely, give a store credit that can be used 
wifom a limited period, usually a month or 
so. 

But there are signs tfaar these customs 
may be changing- Wal-Mart Stories Inc., 
which opened two stores in foe Sao Paulo 
area Last year, brought along U.S. cus- 
tomer-sexvioe standards. Though foe store 
requires customers to produce a receipt, it 
wifi give refunds — no questions asked. 

—DIANA JEAN SCHEMO 

No Cash Returns in Japan 

Japanese department stores are 
renowned for then service. Young sales- 
women line up ai the doors when the 
stores open to bow to customers as they 
walk in. Every item is wrapped with the 
attention to detail found in Jajjanese tea 
ceremonies and flower-arranging. 

But the stores do not always accept 
returns. In any event, retailers insist such 
requests are rare because it is considered 
an offense to the giver in Japan not to 
accept a gift. 

Dec. 25 is a regular working day in 
this country, where the predominant re- 
ligions are Buddhism and Shintoism, but 
Christmas is celebrated in a secular, 
commercialized fashion. 

Another year-end gift-giving custom 
in Japan is known as seibo, in which (me 
gives obligatory presents to business as- 
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sociates, bosses, teachers and die like. 
Some department stores devote an entire 
floor to seibo gifts, which are mainly 
canned or fresh foods and beverages. 

Mitsukoshi and Takashimaya, two of 
Japan’s fanciest department stores, said 
returned merchandise could be ex- 
changed for other goods or for a cer- 
tificate to be used at the store. Neither 
one gives back cash, although Ito- 
yokado, a less expensive department 
store and grocery, will do so on oc- 
casion. 

— ANDREW POLLACK 
Returns? A Faux Pas for French 

The French may be fickle with other 
firings, but not with Christmas gifts. “Re- 
turns? Whatever are you talking about!” 
is foe overwhelming response from Paris 
retailers to the question of how they 
handle the crush of Christmas returns. 

A spokesman for the Magasins Tati 
discount clothing stores said the store 
expected no more than the usual 100 
returns a day after Christmas. 

But the main Au Prin temps depart- 
ment store on the Boulevard Haussmann 
opened a special counter for toy returns 
Thursday for two weeks. Au Prin temps 
requires only a receipt and offers a re- 
fund if a customer wants money back 
instead of an exchange. 

The refund policy at Au Prin temps is 
liberal by French standards, although 
mailers here do not share the general 
European aversion to allowing custom- 
ers to exchange merchandise. 

— CRAIG R. WHITNEY 
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Continued from Page 11 

Bureau of Labor Statistics, agreed with 
Mr. Valletta’s analysis, ne said, 
however, that many people who lose 
jobs may fail to show up in the monthly 
unemployment figures. 

For instance, a dismissed older worker 
may be pressed to take an early retire- 
ment, and technically not be counted as 


“I just don't remember this degree of 
churning in foe labor market 20 years 


ago,” Mr. Rones said. 

The reason forecasters and policy- 
makers urgently need to know how the 
relationship among low unemployment, 
wages ana inflation has changed is so 
they can gain some sense of whether die 
change is permanent. This is particularly 
critical for those at foe Fed. 

According to the minutes of a Novem- 
ber policy-making session released last 
week, several Fed officials expressed 
concern that inflation may worsen 
slightly in 1997. 

Some members of the committee 
“suggested in this regard that restrained 
increases in labor compensation in com- 
parison with historical experience prob- 
ably were a transitory phenomenon, 
though one could not predict when a 
more normal relationship would reem- 
erge,” the minutes said. 

In other words, some officials think 
that sooner or later, worries about job 
security wifi fade, wages wifi rise faster 
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if inflation remains so low, and inflation 
will increase if no action is taken to 
forestall it. 

Whatever their concerns last month, 
or at a subsequent meeting this month. 
Fed policymakers did not choose to raise 
interest rates. 

"While the members expressed vary- 
ing degrees of concern that tight labor 
markets and attendant increases in wages 
might at some point lead to rising price 
inflation, they agreed that there was little 
or no evidence of such a development at 
this point and the outlook was far from 
certain,” according to the minutes. 

■ Manufacturers Look Abroad 

Faced with a prospect of slower U.S. 
growth in 1 997, manufacturers are count- 
ing on exports to keep unsold goods from 

S up in the new year. Bloomberg 
ess News reported. 

With the economy shifting into lower 
gear, manufacturers expect to see slower 
demand in the United States. At the same 
time, however, they expea to export 
more goods, from housewares to air- 
craft, as economies overseas recover 
from the lull this year. 

“Outside the U.S., the Tupperware 
business should do well," said Warren 
Batts, chairman of Orlando, Florida- 
based Tupperware Corp., which makes 
household food -storage containers. 

Corporate purchasing managers pre- 
dict their exports will grow more rapidly 
than their imports next year, the National 
Association of Purchasing Management 
said this month. 
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Bank Units 

To Merge 
In Malaysia 


ASIA/PACIFIC 


1 aoanese Children Can Love 


LUMPUR — United 
Qvaxas Bank Ltd. of 
said Thursday itwould merge rtstwo 
Malaysian subsidiaries to try to be- 
“^morecorapetijw. 

Toe bank's chan -man and chief 
owcuove, Wee Cho Ywv-ISh 

Bank Bhd - W °«M be 

SSf “to United Overseas 

Sa^ia^ CC,bO P erad0ns 
“The consolidation of the two 

banks will enable the UOB group to 

fe r °l® finandal-re- 

Wfid^actoYines m Malaysia,” Mr. 

- The merger would form one of 
Malaysia s largest foredgn-owned 
«x^Jly mcoiporated banks. 

" *** getting bigger, so you 

need bigger banks,” Mr. Wee said. 

We must be competitive in tins 
region. ’ The merged bank will have 
.combined assets of 103 bilZioaring- 
($4 billion), nonbank deposits of 
0.2 billion ringgit, loans and ad- 
vances of 5.9 biDion ringgjt and 
shareholders’ equity of 839miflk)ii 
ringgit, Mr. Wee said. 

‘ said the bank, which hadmet a 

minimum capita] requirement of 500 
million ringgit, had been given so- 
called tier-one stains in Malaysia, 

allowing h to undatake a wide range 
of bankmg activities. 

- Under Malaysia's banking Tales, 
die merged bank will have to raise 
ks shareholders' equity to 1 billion 
linggit by 1998 and its paid-op cap- 
ital to 1 billion ringgit by 2000 to 
remain in tier one. 

. The merger, which is expected to 
take effect in the first quarter of 1997, 
would also enable the group to cut 
operating costs, e liminate rfnpKra»rinr» 
and pool resources, Mr. Wee said. 

(AFP, Bloomberg) 


By Andrew Pollack ' 

New York Times Service • 

T OKYO- ■ — Six-year-old Marin NlsJriyama 
was sapping for do&s in a Ginza toy store re-' 
cently when she was shown two models. One was 


• ' ; — utooo ouu a ucaii vumw- 

ipe cflher, named licca, was a smaller doll with 


T want Licca,” Machi said without bes- 
it^on. Asked why, she pointed to Barbie and 
said, “Because her eyes are scary.” . 

-So it has gone for Barbie in Japan. Here, the 
world’s most popular doll has always iwn a 
distant also-ran to Licca: With her bright Mnnri 
hair, big blue eyes, white toothy smile and long 
legs, Barbie is simply “too beautiful for die 
Japanese,” stud Atsuko Tatsucm, executive 'di- 
rector of the Weekly Toy News, a Japanese, 
industry newsletter. 

Barbie’s creator, Mattel Inc., the world’s 
largest toy company, is not even in die top 20 
suppliers in Japan, the world’s second-lamest 
tpymaricet. ‘ 

But this Christmas shopping season. Barbie 
caught on, the result of changes to her features, 
changes at Mattel and changes in the t a s tes of 
Japanese girls. 

- Lesson one for Barbie: Keep your mouthLshu L 
This is a country where women sriD cover their 
mouths with their hands when they laugh so as not 


to expose their teeth. After doing some consumer 
research, Martel decided to soften Barbie’s look 
for Japan. The main change was to close the 
mouth. Her skin color was also lightened. 

lesson two: Present Barbie in family set- 
tings, not as a professional woman-on- the-go. 
The roDerb lading Barbie, a big hit in the United 
Stares, failed in Japan., Burt Barbie wheeling her 
baby sister Kelly m a stroller is a big hit hoe. 

"Kids don’t aspire to bq older in mis market 
because when you get to be a teen-ager you 

Until Barbie became more 
' friendly and family-oriented, 
she could be a little scary. 


study all the time,*’ said R. Eric Weber, the 
president of Mattel KK, the company’s Jap- 
anese subsidiary. "Until Barbie became more 
friendly and nurturing and warm and family- 
oriented, she could be a little scary to mothers 
and their children.” 

The doll that captured Japanese girls’ beam, 
Licca, was introduced by Takara Co., a major 
Japanese toy manufacturer, in 1967. 

Licca’s success was not simply a case of Jap- 
anese girls prefer ri ng a Japanese playmate, 
however. Licca was *a?d to be half-French and 
half-Japanese. She had round eyes and brown hair, 
nrtblack, and dressed mainly in Western clothing. 


China Airlines to List Stock in U.S. 


Reuters ■' 

SHANGHAI — China Eastern Airlines will 
list its shares in New York and Bong Kong 
simultaneously at the beginning of 1997, to be 
followed toy China Southern Amines. 

• Brokers said Thursday that the shares were 
likely to be anractive to foreign investors because 
of die rapidly gro wing Chinese aviation mgricet, 
where fees are stable and tightly rerailated. 

Xharepqat Wednesday, theoffitial Xinhua dcws 
agency gaveno details of die price or size of the 
listings, or of die timing of the second listing. 
Executives of nmw Raapm declined ID c omment 
Thursday, saying the company's lawyers did not 
want themto say anything about foe hiring because 


of U3. laws. '‘There is tremendous demand for 
travel and more and more interregional trade in 
China,” said John Grossman, general manager of 
Jardme Fleming Securities i iH. in Shanghai. 
" China wiQ never get a highway system as in the 
United Stales. If you want to do business and 
int erregional trade, you have to go by air.** 

China Eastern’s annual report for 1 995 said the 
company had an unaudited net profit of 500 
mini on yuan ($603 milli on) on revenue of 7 
billion yuan. The company has a fleet of 39 
aircraft flying 88 domestic and 23 foreign routes. 
It gave no comparable 1994 figures. 

The airline said it accounted for 14.4 percent of 
the total turnover of China’s airlines in 1995. 


Mattel, meanwhile, came out with black-haired 
Barbies wearing kimonos, and introduced some 
Japanese companions for Barbie. 

To Japanese girls, Licca simply was cuter 
than Barbie. While Barbie has adult, if stylized 
proportions, Licca has an oversized bead with 
the big doe eyes that are so popular in Japanese 
comic books. She was meant to be a fifth grader, 
not a teen-ager. So Mattel teamed up with 
Takara in the early 1980s and introduced a 
Barbie tailored to the Japanese market. This 
Barbie was still blood but had a rounder face and 
bigger eyes. Lo and behold, it was a success. 

Other business developments unrelated to 
Barbie Jed to the breakup of the partnership a few 
years later. The doll, kept by Takara, was re- 
named Jenny and went on to become the second 
best-selling fashion doll in Japan. Mattel forged 
a new Barbie partnership with another Japanese 
toy manufacturer, but it was unsuccessful 

Sales improved after Mattel set up its own 
subsidiary m Japan in 1991. but remained dis- 
appointing. A year ago the company replaced 
the entire management team in Japan and re- 
cruited Mr. Weber. 

This year, Mr. Weber said, Barbie sales are 
up 70 percent. Takara also reports strong sales 
of licca and Jenny. Yano Research, a market 
research firm, estimates that Mattel will have 
6. 1 percent of the overall doll market this year, 
up from 33 percent in 1993. But counting only 
fashion dolls, Mattel, which is Takara’s only 
competitor, will have 30 percent. 


Beijing’s Warehouses 
Brimming With Goods 

Reuters 

BEIJING — Excessive investment by China’s 
state enterprises in some industries has resulted 
in a mountain of stockpiled goods ranging from 
shirts to bicycles to wristwatcbes, the official 
Guangming Daily newspaper said Thursday. 

Warehouses across China have about 150 mil- 
lion unsold men's shirts, the paper said. There 
were stockpiles of 20 milli on bicycles and 10 
million wristwatches, it said. 

About 70 percent of the 3,000 stare enterprises 
that make cosmetics were suffering a slump in 
sales, tiie newspaper added. 


*15000 ■ 

.14000 ; 

'130110 -/V" 

) 12000 

r 

' lOOOOy^ 1 g 0 N iy . 

; 1996 r 


Tokyv 



22500. 

— 


20293— 


J~A S'OTT D 1 S 5 Mr J^A 



Source: Talokurs 


imrfM.'nil Herald Tribune 


Very briefly; 

• Japanese banks will write oft more than 700 billion yen 
($6.1 3 billion) in bad loans they made to seven failed housing 
loan companies, or jusen. 

• Chinese authorities have closed 12 music and videodisk 
production lines since Dec. 10 in Guangdong Province as part 
of a crackdown on pornography and piracy; separately, the 
Legal Daily said China had shut down almost 57,000 small 
factories to try to curb damage to the environment caused by 
rapid economic growth. 

• Vietnam’s inflation rare fell to 43 percent in 1996, its 
lowest rare since 1 987, from 12.7 percent last year, the General 
Statistical Office said. 

• Sony Music Entertainment (Japan) Inc. will transfer a 50 
percent stake in its wholly owned subsidiary, Sony Pictures 
Entertainment (Japan) Inc., to its parent company, Sony 
Corp., on Jan. 10. 

• Federal Express Corp. will set up a second Asian regional 
hub in Taiwan to supplement one in Subic Bay, Philippines. 

• India plans to spend nearly 9 trillion rupees ($250 billion) 

on development projects in the next five years to push up its 
growth rate to 7 percent annually. Bloomberx. Reuters, ap 
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Overbidding Auction Sale at 
VERSAILLES TRIBUNAL DE GRANDE INSTANCE 
3 place Amini Mlgnot 


Wednesday 15 Janxu»7, 1997 at 9 ajn. 


Situated to the West of PARIS irv 
LOUVEGENNES and LA CELLE SAINT CLOUD 
(YveUnes, fiance), in a magnificent park of 23 hectares, 
property far renovation, “IJE CHATEAU DU CAMP * 



RESERVE PRICE: 10,000,000 FF, 
bidding via “avocaT only. 
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Funber information: 
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Red Estate Auction Sale at the Palais de Justice of NAN itRRE 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 1997 AT 2 RAIL 
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PORTUGAL 
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section on 






icill appear on 
January 24, 1997. 




LISBON ■ PORTUGAL 

Piece of land located in prestigious prime property 
area of the city ot Lisbon. 

Planning permission already obtained for a building 
comprising offices, shop and a car park 
with a capacity of 340 vehicles. 

Total area of building - 25,000 sqm 


1 1 1 i : ' AV.t] I I =i ^ 


For further information contact 

ACTEL.SA 

Av. Casa! Rfoeiro, 46 - 6o - 1000 LISBOA - PORTUGAL 
TeL 01 -352 6979 - Fax: 01 -3527473 
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ui veikaufen. US^395t»0. Unteistutzung bei der Ranziening. 
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bh ftetaat 14.00-23.00 b MEZ) odor Fax +1-954*3*5244. 
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World Roundup 


lions Fire Fontes 

FOOTBALL The Detroit Lions 
fired Wayne Fontes as coach 
Thursday after eight seasons, mak- 
ing him the sixth NFL coach to lose 
his job since the cod of the season. 

Fontes, who had one year left on 
his contract had won more games 
than any other coach in Lions' his- 
tory. He also lost more games than 
any other Lions' coach. Fontes 
compiled a record of 67-71, in- 
cluding 5-1 1 this year. He was 1-4 
in the NFL piayons- 

Fontes was not present at 
Thursday's news conference. He 
had been at the stadium earlier in 
the day, but left an hour before his 
dismissal was announced. (AP) 

Victory for Dnnwoody 


racing One Man 
romped away from the field two 
fences from home to win the 
George VI Chase for the 
year m a row Thursday and give 


fourth triumph in die £100,000 
($150,000) race. 

The 8-year-old gray, an 8-13 fa- 
vorite, won the 3-mflc race at 
Kempton Park by 12 lengths from 
Rough Quest, last season's Grand 
National winner. Barton Bank, who 
won the King George three years 
ago. placed third. (AP) 

• An Australian jockey began a 
race on one horse tail finished it in 
the saddle of another after a col- 
lision on the home turn. Andrew 
Payne, 17, an apprentice, started 
the Christmas Handicap at Mel- 
bourne's Caulfield race trade 
aboard Hon Kwok Star and was 
near the rear of the field when an- 
other horse. Cogitate, stumbled 
next to trim. (Reuters) 

Bad Breaks for Yachts 

SAILING Australian maxi Brinda- 
bella was one of seven yachts forced 
to retire shortly after the start of the 
52d Sydaey~to-Hobart yacht race 
on Thursday as German yacht 
Morning Glory took the lead in 
strong winds an d heavy seas. 

Brindabella's mast snapped near 
its base as the fleet sailed into a 
southerly front with winds of up to 
40 knots. (AP) 

Navy Wins in Hawaii 

FOOTBALL Navy’s backup quar- 
terback, Ben I^.y, ran fra - two fourth- 
quarter touchdowns, and the Mid- 
shipmen had 646 yards of total of- 
fense as they beat California by 42- 
38 in Honolulu. 

Fay, who replaced Chris McCoy 
wife Navy (9-3) down by 38-28 in 


game, scored on runs of 2 and II 
yards and passed for 118 yards. 
McCoy was 9 of 13 for 277 yards 
and was selected MVP. (AP) 

• In Montgomery. Alabama, 
Colorado State's Calvin Branch ran 
for 77 yards and two TDs to lead the 
Blue to a 44-34 victory in die Blue- 
Gray game. (AP) 

Raptors Recall Camby 

BASKETBALL The Toronto Rap- 
tors activated Marcus Camby, a 
rookie, Thursday in time for then- 
game against the New Jersey Nets 
who are coached by Camby’s col- 
lege coach, John Calipari. 

Camby had a back Spain which 
be suffered Nov. 26, and aggravated 
it when he returned Dec. 5. (AP) 


West Indies’ Bowler 
Dominates Aussies 

Ambrose Motivated by Criticism 


QmpBotlpOvSiffFnmDiparha 

The West Indies' fast bowler Curtly 
Ambrose made a stunning return to 
form on Thursday, claiming five Aus- 
tralian wickets on the fust day of the 
third test 

The veteran pace bowler tore through 
the top of Australia's batting order as 
West Indies dismissed Australia for 2 1 9 
at the Melbourne Cricket Ground. West 
Indies, which trails 2-0 in dp five-test 
series, was 29 runs for one wicket at die 
dose of play. 

The Australian all-rounders Steve 
Waugh and Greg Blewett both scored 

Crickit Boon dbf 

defiant half-centuries after the home 
team slid to 27 for four before lunch. 

Only the loss of opener Sfaerwin 
Campbell to fast bowler Glenn McGrath 
for seven just before the close marred 
West Indies* best day of test series. 

Ambrose, who took just three test 
wickets in Brisbane and Sydney at an 
average of 93, inflicted the early dam- 
age by removing Mark Taylor. Matthew 
Hayden and Marie Waugh. 

He returned late in die innings to 
remove wicketkeeper Ian Healy and 
McGrath to finish with five for 55 from 
24.5 overs, the I5fh tune he has cap- 
tured five wickets in a test innings. 

“I promised the team I would take 10 
wickets in the match so I'm halfway 
these," Ambrose said. 

He said he was motivated by wide- 
spread criticism of his play so far on 
tour. 

EBghnJw.anlnAw ■ England's tour 
of Zimbabwe plunged to new depths 
Thursday in Harare as the visitors lost 
nine wickets for just 1 37 runs on die first 
day of the second test match. 

Heath Streak, Zimbabwe's top last 
bowler, finished the day with three 


wickets for 34 runs. Guy Whfttall took 
four for 12 from 13 overs of medium 
pace as England’s batsmen payed some 
wretched strokes. 

Only John Crawley, not out on 37, 
provided hope that England might pass 
the 147 scored by Pakioan last year in 
Lahore, the lowest total against 23m- 
babwe since it became a test-playing 
team in 1992. 

On a mu ggy day ideal for swing 
bowling, England’s problems 
when opening batsman Nick Kni| 
flicked loosely at Henry Otonga's 
ball and was caught out for 15. 

Mike Atherton, England’s captain, 
became Whi trail's first victim, caught 
for 13. 

After being dropped once, Alec 
Stewart drilled a catch straight to a 
fielder in Streak's next over and Eng- 
land limp ed to lunch at 63 for three. 

In the afternoon, Graham Thorpe 
spooned up a catch to a close fielder and 
Nasser Hussain edged a wide ball from 
Streak to die wicketkeeper when he had 
made 1 1. 

Craig White, who had arrived from 
Australia less than 48 hours earlier to 
replace the injured all-rounder Ramie 
Irani, came in with the score at 73 for 
five. At nine, he was caught off Whitxall 
to leave the visitors at 108 for six at 
tea. 

Robert Croft and Crawley added 34, 
the highest stand of the innings before 
Croft lost patience and drove wildly at a 
wide ball from Whittall and was caught 
for 14. 

Darren Gough played an ambitious 

was bowtedfbrtwo and oneranJ^ater, 
Alan Mullaily bowled to become Whit- 
rall’s fourth victim. 

* ‘I think En gland's batsmen basically 
got themselves out because they weren't 
patient enough," said David Houghton, 



A Bad Year 
At the Track 
For the Pros 


$ 


By Andrew Beyer 

WahhWofiPouStrdrc . 


When I started pl aying the homes 
seriously a quarter-ceramy ego, my 
mentor, Oem Florio, often uttered these 
cautionary words: “This gone wfll 
toe p you bumble." I learned ataddy 
that the game is so complex ana filled 
with so many cruel twists of foie that it 
will often frustrate the most confident 

imH disciplined bettors. 

"But rarely in my gambling life have I 
fat so humbled as I do now, rcafizmg 


Australia’s Glean McGrath amid not avoid a fierce ba8 and was caught ont 


Zimbabwe's player-coach. 

South Africa vm. tafia Andrew Hud- 
son and B rian McMillan 

rampant Indian attack on 
South Africa fought back cm the 'first 
day erf the first test at Kingsmead Crick- 
et Ground in Durban. 

Watched by a record open in g-day 
crowd of almost 24,000. Hudson scored 
80 and McMillan 34 as the home team, 
which was 113 for five, recovered to 
reach 235. 

Then, with foe fans baying, India 


survived anover each by South Africa's 
two fist bowlers, Allan Donald . and 
Sham PoDock. India will resume at two 
runs without Joss oc Friday momiag- 

Soufo Africa lost Gary Kirsten to 
bowler Venkatesh Prasad in the fbaxth 
over of tbe morning. 

Adam Bacherbatted through to lunch 
to help Hudson put od 62 fortbe second 
wicket. But after Bacher was out for 25 
by Javagai Srinafo just seven baHs after, 
foe break. South Africa slid from 70 for 
one to 113 for 5. (Reuters. AFP) 



United Shuts Out Forest, 4 - 0 , 
To Gimb Into Third in League 




. r ** ■ y 


The Rovers’ Colin Hendry, left, tackling Newcastle’s Alan Shearer. 


Ratters 

LONDON r-» -Manchester United 
routed Nottingham Forest, tbe bottom- 
ranked club m die. English Premier 
League, 4-0, oc Thursday and took ad- 
vantage of upsets elsewhere to climb to 
third place. 

In its previous match on Saturday, 
United, the reigning champion, 
thrashed Sunderland, 5-0, to end a spell 
of pom- results. United has scored nine 
goals in its last two outings. 

David Beckham gave foe visitors foe 
lead after 21 minutes, lobbmgakft-wmg 
cross from Ryan Giggs past Forest's 
goalkeeper, Mark Qossley. Nicky Butt 
increased foe lead before halftime and 
United dominated foe second half. Ote 
Solskjaer made foe score 3-0 with Ins 
10th goal of the season, and Andy Goie, 
in Us first appearance since cracking a 
bone in his leg earlier this season, came 
off the bench to score United’s fourth. 

It was not a happy return to Forest's 
lineup for Nigel Gough, back after a 
three and a half year absence a the dub 
managed for so long by his father, Bri- 
an. 

Liverpool, the league' leader, could 
only tie, 1-1, at home against Leicester 
City. Liverpool fell behind after a 
second-half goal by Sieve Oaridgft. Stan 


GoSymore evened foe score three 
mantes too t*— his- seventh goal offoe 


Blackburn Rovers won foe Premier 
League tide in the 1994-95 season thanks 
largely to foe goateof Alan Shearer: The 
dub has sunk netu foe bottom of foe 


to Newcastle last summer. But Rovers 
ruined tbe English striker's re t u rn to 
Blackburn by beatingNevvcastie, 1-0. 

Toadd to foe glee of most of foeczowd 
of 30.000, Shearer received a yellow 
card for a chansy tackle on Jeff Kama.' 

Kerin GaHacber scored tbe only goaL 
winch cane in foe dyiqg minutes. - 

Two second-half goals from Gian- 
francoZolagave Cheraeaa2- 0 vktmy at 
Aston Villa, which had beaten Wimble- 
don, 5-0, on the same field Saturday. . 

Everton lost, 4-2, at Afiddfeshrougfo 
with Junmho scoring twice for foe win- 
ner. 

Coventry gained its foini consecutive 
victory, beating Leeds, 3-1, at Efland 
Road. Gay McAllister, the former cap- 
tain of Leals, scored Coventry’s third 
goal on a penally. 

Tottenham bear Southampton, 3-1. 
Wimbledon's match against West Ham 
was postponed because of a frozen 
field. 


me. After going to foe track 180 tunes 

nf ItOlllk IQ han- 

djqmpiM and betting, all of tny efforts 
have proved utterly fruitless- 1 would 
have been better off doing honest woric^ 

ft is possible, of course, that I am, 

53, a broken-down horseplayer who 
ought to be put out to pasture. But I don’t 
tbmk thtt tins is tbe case»becanse I know 
too many other serious bantficappexs in 
tbe same situation. 

ft seems hard to escape foe conclu- 
sion that playing tbe horses in foe mod- 
em era is offering less and less chance 
for success. But why? 

Every (an I know is troubled and 
frustrated by the decline in foe quality of 
day-to-day American ra cin g- Races 
have to be competi ti ve in order to offer 
potential; ahandicapper has to be able to 
unestthhorses with hidden virtues who 
are going off at good odds. But good 

obvious 4- 

to-5 favorite — and foafs foe typical 
fare at too many tracks. 

Aztotberesqilaaationfbrfoefofficulty 
of the game lies ia foe very nature of foe 
jMQ-mntnel system. Hone racing Is a 
competition among bettors, and in ordert 
to succeed, a handican per must I# 
smart e r than die crowd. Tears ago. 
wh en racetracks- were filled with un- 
sophisticated Inrneh li e H n m , thifc wasn’t 
difficult But foe snekeg have deserted 
tracks m order togaanMeoolottrioqsand 
one-turned fcandBSt.and'lhe renutinmg 
players are mcrbastnjdy syroomted 
and weft-informed. They ran obt ain 
co m pu te rized data ab ort foe tnefood- 

are^est suited to gnmfa^o^' abom 
every re l e vant factor in foe -gwur It’s 


IF a hanfocapper s going to haw an 
edge over (be crouri. it's gorag to be a 

dim ty> R yy ^imylininBi^.k^nlirip 

when, racetracks loew tariig, foetr 
takeout from foe betting dollar/ New 
York boosted fts take ou ocactas from 17 
fo20peroeattbis]ie^Hbfoi(lekfoaiRs(k 
takes aa unconscionable 30 p e rc e n t. 

A horaepbyer notices tire effect of 
takeout — as I (fid — wticahe iaffirslris 
bottom line at foe end of tbe yeac.,1 lost 
sfi^riymaretbm4pacetzt<rfxnygross 
handle. Since racetrack takeout averages 
about 20 percent overall. I could say feat 
I beat foe game by.» sig nifican t uang m, 
hut I couldn’t beat foe rate of taxation, ff 
so many p rofes sional full-time players 
have trouble ov e rcomin g foe mathem- 
atics of betting, foe average fan has litdel 
chance to wm mthe long nm. As some 


petition among the rcmahxiugplaycrs be- f 
comes tougher and wiuniiq * becomes' 
even more difficult This is sorely what’ 
has happened to many of us in 1996. . 

I have suffered through manydemor- 
Eiring streaks in ary gambling fife and I 
have always bounced back. When Gulf- 
stream Ptek opens Jan. 3. 1 win be bet- 
ting with my usual zeal But Twill go 
there with an tmeastomary dose of bn- 
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0*lppen, KukecB]. 



Air Ytt 


15 

TD 

DavteOen. 

345 1538 

45 

71 

13 

Betts. PR. 

391431 

45 

SO 

11 

George, Hau. 

335 1368 

O 

76 

B 

Atone*, MYO 

XI 

1249 

4.1 

78 

6 

Marta SLE. 

316 1152 

35 

57 

14 

AJabtaMA. 307 1116 

35 

29 

11 

TtaDCMBbBal 

281 

1033 

17 

36 

8 

KauftaawOafc. 150 874 

55 

77 

1 

wamaSaa. 

203 855 

45 

51 

5 

Heart, Oa 

225 847 

38 

24 

0 


naavuB 




No 

Yds 


Ifi 

TD 

PlekereuCK 

100 1180 

115 

61 

12 

GfcnaRE. 

90 

1132 

125 

37 

6 

T.BfMttOaK. 90 

1104 

125 

e 

9 

Mart a 5^. 

85 

1171 

135 

55 

14 

McCarddk Jac.85 

1129 

133 

52 

3 

ChrebeL NY-J 

84 

909 

105 

44 

3 

Smflfc Jot 

83 

1244 

155 

62 

7 

StasrpaPea. 

n 

1062 

135 

51 

10 

JoctaM 

76 

120) 

158 

86 

U 

McttaffibMkL 74 

918 

134 

X 

8 

scowg Toocwnmw 



TD 

■MSI 

RK 

tans 

Marta R£ 17 14 

3 

0 

104 


Dort*, Den. 

15 

13 

2 

0 

90 

JoctoaaBaL 

14 

0 

14 

0 

88 

Atottk&O. 

14 

0 

14 

0 

84 

NtaOi 

12 

0 

12 

0 

74 

AJrttoJWa.11 

11 

a 

0 

66 

BrtKAPK 

11 

11 

0 

0 

66 

StarpaDea. 

10 

0 

10 

0 

60 

StawwtJac. 

10 

8 

3 

a 

60 

AtaB8toBd.9 

0 

9 

0 

56 

CtaataafLE. 

9 

0 

9 

0 

56 


D. Canton. SJ>. 36 

537 

14.9 

81 

1 

R-SmOaDen. 

23 

283 

12J 

36 

a 

KJndKaDan. 

26 

300 

115 

40 

0 

MesseaMLE. 

52 

588 

115 

60 

1 

Hudson, Joe 

32 

348 

10.9 

60 

0 

Bunts, But 

27 

286 

106 

45 

0 

McDuffie. Mia. 22 

212 

95 

19 

0 

J. Lewis, BaL 

36 

339 

9 A 

46 

0 

Gray. How. 

22 

205 

95 

40 

0 

T.BnmaOak. 22 

272 

as 

36 

0 

KICKOFF 

'nerofueo 




No 

Ytt 

8*9 

LG TD 

Vonoret. ICC 

33 

654 

25.9 

97 

I 

Gray, Hau. 

50 

1224 

245 

88 

0 

HeOiaaDm. 

45 

1099 

24^ 

59 

0 

S«*e& Mia. 

28 

681 

243 

S> 

0 

Baaey.tod. 

43 

1041 

242 

*5 

1 

Woods. KX. 

25 

581 

202 

66 

0 

MoatdS-BuL 

52 

1205 

202 

97 

1 

MementLE. 

34 

781 

2X0 

54 

0 

Braussara 500.43 

379 

225 

86 

0 

OvavOa 

35 

782 

225 

90 

1 


anm cc— 
OUARTCK8ACX8 

An com Yds 

5.Ybtm*SJ. 316 214 2410 

Farm CM. S43 325 3899 

BJobnsonJHin.311 195 22SB 
DaknaPM. 401 238 2911 

AaoraaDeL 465 296 3126 
CoOn&Car. 364 2D4 Z4S4 
FrarttoWca. 470 270 3453 
Krteg.CW- 377 226 2278 

(CGratan Ail 274 146 1624 

MIICiHiL Del 437 253 2917 


Alt Yds A<9 
Sonderc. Dec 307 1553 5.1 
W0UWS.PWL K3 1411 40 
Aden, WC5- 347 1353 3L9 
E. Smith, Dd. 327 1204 17 
JoMeonCa. 300 1120 3J 
AndeneaAB. 232 l(S5 45 
Bamell&B. 222 899 40 

HanWcaNY-G 254 827 13 

R. Hards 08. 194 7 48 19 
ILSniffisMia. 1C 692 43 



NO 

Ytt 

LG 

Art 

fQdd Mia. 

7B 

3611 

63 

4A3 

Gantad&M. 

68 

3105 

61 

45J 

BnartLLa 

87 

3967 

66 

455 

LJetanoaOLSO 

3630 

67 

455 

Hattoairtj 

74 

3311 

69 

447 

Rrt*Hou. 

67 

3973 

68 

444 

Tweasaa 

85 

3746 

66 

441 

Mato*. M. 68 

2980 

67 

428 

Baton Jot 

69 

3016 

62 

437 

TUpalLE- 

63 

2739 

62 

435 


RfcaSJ=. 

Moor, Del 

Carters. Aib 

CartwWn 

PentawsDrt 

Fryv.niL 

Braa.SU. 

Conway. CM. 

EmaraeCAtt. 

ReeaMta. 


Ka Yds A»s 
108 1254 11A 
106 1296 112 
99 766 7J 
96 UC3 111 
94 1021 109 
tt 1195 116 
04 1338 15.9 
in 1049 110 
76 931 12J 

72 1320 113 


TD hi 
U 6 
39 13 
17 W 
15 13 
12 13 
14 9 
12 II 

14 12 
12 7 
17 17 

Ifi TD 
54J 11 
561 13 

49 21 
42 13 
29 6 
32 5 
tt 2 
25 1 
23 4 
57 3 

15 TD 
39 8 

50 9 


39 7 

43 10 

44 5 
42 11 


70 


Ma Yds Aig LG TD 


TD Aa 

ABnWta. 21 21 
E.5H0RbD0L 15 13 
WdmPfi 13 13 
FutftPM. 11 0 
KBRdscnSU. II 0 
SamnDd. 11 11 
Cottar. Mitt. IB 0 


RftM 
0 126 


0 60 



DooMAiK 

34 

297 

87 

35 0 

RY.Gkas 

3*« 

1609 

2339 

IOC 

SOW 

HO 

'toern 

Ytt 

fc| 

IB TD 


Ytatt 

Harts 

Puss 

Bafcs.cn; 

33 

998 

302 

93 1 

GmoBor 

4156 

143* 

2740 

OUtocDeL 

27 

779 

28 9 

89 0 

Data 

4382 

1576 

2806 

HeftoHja 

» 

1791 

255 

51 0 

MMrtpNa 

4544 

1565 

2979 

MhraDK 

64 

1527 

25 A 

65 0 

SanPrandsis 

4661 

1497 

3164 

WOMBPwPtt. 53 

1271 

210 

97 2 

Canto 

‘ 4776 

1562 

3214 

Emm, Ot 

25 

580 

232 

45 « 

Itopatar . 

4814 

1889 

2925 

JaJodaa.CM.27 

619 

229 

60 0 

Otago 

4884 

107 

3267 

JttSdmattm. 

56 

USB 

225 

50 0 

NeurOttoam 

4910 

20» 

2834 

K-WBams, DaLZT 

471 

224 

39 0 

M.Y.Gtarts . 

5047 

1748 

an 

SRnkTA, 

28 

06 

224 

54 0 

Mlnaesata 

5087 

1966 

3121 






Cairo* 

5351 

2007 

3344 

Ha TKAM 8TKTBIIU 

Artzaoa 

5361 

1862 

3499 


— — 




ss. uxita 

5529 

1854 

3675 

If 

nu 

HUB) 

M 



5723 

2275 

3448 

JUNfcMCAttl 

*00 

IMUiCew 

vana 

AStonta 

0*6. 

2047 

376 



Eaglantf W Mage ON 
Bod Bgtrtandod play. 


80OlHA n 0CAY8.WBU 


BAM 440«S)r 34 


•fiW*SOA*.DIMOHOLOUI 

Navr<&Qtttamta3B 


CRICKET 


IttBUnillMir 

AUOTAAUAv&ateerMJKs 
HMWUOBM 
AttOtta XsttattvcaWoifler 


Soti Asm in I mAbbk 235 alaar 
IwSotoalngsao 


■ MUHHttttlUHl ■ 

ArtMlORoaCbBlMaZ 

BtadUwail.Newnaeo 

.LBedU,OPHttrf3 

UMrpooTbLaicBslvl 

6«r«Mlin»gtt4Ewstai2 

SarMandZOmbrO 
TWttOMBaSfliaB iuiMtt BHl 
SMMd WHtatsdqrO. AnaWI 0 

f ” lwa * | L lwrpool 39 ppfcte Arsenal 
Wrttartejw WM 34 WkttMao 34 
ADon Vtt> 33: HMRSttt JL Qittsea 31; 





1 

m 

* 

m 

Mi 

m 




,, 

.E- 


■..tm 


• -i *** 

*• 

Ml 

' '« 

-* -A 



hr-.. »- £..* tom t y M 





V .‘‘“‘♦'MW 


271 StmdesoKl Zt DMqra* Ldaster 
^ ^ Haw 14 


4f 

Vf 


JWtooaGA. 

10 

0 10 

0 60 

UttDfc&B. 

10 

5 5 


0 60 

W0AS.CW. 

10 

0 10 

0 60 


nisnns 




Ho 

Ytt 

IS 

Art 

TMtaMU 

73 

33K 

62 

411 

LnndMc. 5tL 

78 

3491 

70 

44J 

Saansmun 

3491 

72 

448 

TtagnSF.n 

3217 

65 

44.1 

Feogfcs.AJfc 

76 

3328 

68 

438 

RoroiLOaL 

69 

3020 

<0 

438 

BomlloittTJ. 70 

3015 

62 

42.1 

JartOeL 

74 

3150 

60 

42* 


HawttSJ. tt 
KnttGn.SU. 29 
OBvnCor. S3 
MBCMWB9. 23 
MatattAfl. 27 
PotaaMla. a 
MorttaDdL 41 
BooraabCliL 91 
CathbSF. 36 


1*9 LB TO 

ITS 153 92 3 

421 146 78 2 

598 11.5 84 1 

258 1U 71 0 

296 110 39 0 

216 90 0 1 

373 9J a 0 

2B2 9.1 34 0 

3T7 6S 52 0 


1415 2M7 
1331 3139 
1385 3225 
1676 SOB 
U» 3068 
1781 3314 
1536 3455 

1666 3S38 
U02 3803 
1760 3643 

W55 3666 
2096 3341 

1643 3126 
2200 3364 
1920 3969 


1882 3>*S 
1838 3697 
1847 3659 
W0 3Siy 
1546 3658 
1502 3688 
1461 3865 
UI0 3203 
1720 3185 
1729 3083 
1641 3122 
MOT 2765 
1589 2727 
1308 2098 


TRANSITIONS 


WKnewq.Fwmu.UAaR 
nmAOBffliA-SlBRtt LB TttrrOnata 
Vnr ttRal fcfcwttfflMliadBt 
mrsMisn-PM RB 6 mc ngmm on ln> 
MW^nRAaMMaararynunttoB 
MnpndlBS|udi 

SM AMWINO-raMa KB Owe* Lor- 
ftAPEMkttrttamlBnoBfciBBj M Bw. 




***** ttiimtttt tniiii iiiii c 
DaM 1B HB4M to tomgGaguMttBiHtt. 


HXnomLHDCXSVUMXic 
MTMn— Noned Mta KrastMtoyM «. 

sMatt caodi. - 

FWWM -RKtttt 0 AMI NomUm 
«H8CnttaAHLrtadtttt8ia(3ilogBo. 


J!^^*^**"* w Tier Do* 

***“ , “ : L*elL 
W* Htabtatfatt 

, Jock Stdcckf 

m u uL * 


'iL *7^ 

1- ** *4, 

■ 

V A 


TO OUR READER S IN Bfigiti^ 

itetalb^gjgtilnme 

WRUWIHPIBlIMq 





- r:r 

1 








>>'Ny»fV4 •» ■ 

•'s' ■- "■>• • ' • ’ ' 


V^T.-rM4rJKiM<WM 


cJry\c*« vAa 




ear 

M 

%$ 


4^^ 

»: * 

■? ."f*£ 

•-cr*; . *; 

• -3^ 

v.§ 


***** 

■■■• “n — * ^ 


: ^££ 

* 

•^T" ’Tr 

2 **• c; 4! 


- •Twi** 

•** -^~: 
^r.z 
■ 

»**=*^, 
; ■*--■ JiN 
1 "'.>'■ ir'x ■" 
'■* '- if -Trr^ 


INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27, 1996 

\ SPORTS 


PAGE 19 


Stars in New York’s Soccer Melting Pot 

, Gentleman Jewels 9 Bring dory to a Manhattan High School 


Ey Robert Lmsyte 

New YorkTimes Service 


••■ Rev2JjnoJonc& was agood early 


mesServke does not claim to be savin* youne catch. He started on a team that won 14 

N bW YORK ■ ““ntroninw streets with net dreams; and lost 2, an improvement over the 

Jones did not want^?l£ S? 8 * Come striver families. Be- previous year’s 0-12^3. last season, 
soccer in America beemto t+^r? u n0 P 01 " 0 ^ 0 ^ sport in thie team was 13-2, losing m the semi- 

it made the United States. finals to Wingate of Brooklyn, a per- 


^ it made his heart States. finals to ’Wingate of Brooklyn, a per- Jacobson fuels ibis sense of superi- 

Trinidad. Bin his sweet island ** °P ea 10 oral power with a largeinmrigraai only. He tells them not to lose their 

gave him away. On Jones’ fire v 111 Iwondis, and Jacob- popu5;tion- This year, King not only culture, whether that means working 

high, school in Manhattan three vZOt son is deeply e nm eshed in the met- won all ISofits games, but rise sewed hard and staying “sweet” or avoiding 
ago, the new coach grabbed him WiTkI ro P ollta ^ area’s soccer web, his 89 goals, whale allowing only five. ■ do-rags and hoops. The racial ironies 
.haUway and ordered him tnrrvn^f SUC£ 5J S ^ become a recraitm* mag- Much of that scoring came from here are simply not discussed, 
the team. Within a miimte IS , s? 0 ? 1 dso has agbodram- Barnr Swift, who two years ago led Nor does Jacobson tell much of his 

’the 76-year-old mow wit*, fivTuT^ ™<Mfarbosmewconraesandisma Mahdc Secondary Comprehensive own story. Ban in Brooklyn, raised 
^ the coar* faiew lie had .across Amster- School of Barataria, outside Pott of on Long Island, he says he “became a 

those "gentleman dam Avenue from Lincoln Center. Spain, to the Trinidadian ride. Last punk” ar 10, shoplifting, throwing 

* lands who could _,^ e ^hesnreonlyofthis:Onthe year, he joined his father, afoodservice rocks atpassingcars. His father wasin 

loser into a APerenmal West Sideotf Ma nhat ta n, in a school man a ge r at a medical center in Brook- the hospital, dymg of diabetes, and his 


ous year’s 0-12-3. Last season,- decent an 
am was 13-2, loans in the semi- to here.” 


The “Trims," as they call them- 
selves, seem particularly contemptu- 
ous of Americans who “don’t talk 
decent and gottheir baggy pants down 


Jacobson fuels ibis sense of superi- 


• F ‘°T Revfllino Jones 

avouted the coach. At first, his mother 

agreed I with his decision; they bad “Eighteen players, 10 
come for opportunities through edn- . . J, J ■ „ 

_ canon not sport But as Jones^bome- perantnes* Bui we all 

sjdcness deepened, it was his mother sneak Sfwwr TV«p Iricie 
who finally told him to go play, that T*®* SOCOCft liiese JadS 

. any ms love for the game would lift ®HS ilOt Stereotypical 

. New To*; W kids a« 

/ st R ^ wnnfadM,; respectful 

...Rcvilhno Jones plimged into Coach in 

•Martm Jacobson’s “boiling melting from fatnibes that 

pot” of native Africans, South Ama^ vnrv ahmvt 4w>m ” 

-icans and West Indians who last ^ aDout mem. 


West. Side of Manhattan, in a school irwinwgftr at a TTwtira] ip 
of3,2f(0 predominately Hispanic and lyn.lt was part of his master plan. 


I came here with worlds to con- 
r, to take my soccer to a new 


the hospital, dying of diabetes, and his 
mother, a beautician, was working 
seven days a week. A local cop named 
Bob Carroll caught him stealing pista- 


” said Swift, a 19-year-old se- chio nuts from a Daitcb Shopwell and 


nior with the easy poisc of the win- dragged him to a recreation center run 
rang superstar. He plans to earn a by Herman Drockman, a coocemxa- 
scbolarsrmt to play soccer at uni- don camp survivor with a sometimes 
venriiy. “Then I will be the best in impenetrable accenL But Drockman 
Major League Soccer.” taught the boy the language of soc- 

“ Actually, most guys on this cer. 
team," Swift mule a ®and gesture at “Thatwas it,” Jacobsxm said. “This 

the grinning crowd around him, stumpy old guy gave me direction and 
“could play pro ball.” gave me passion and saved my life. I 


care about them." 


month brought New York’s Public 
.Schools Athletic League trophy to a 
cluttered, noisy guidance office at 
J Martin Luther King Jr. High School 


ere m the ILS. outside erf New York 

.• J who you haven’t seen yet, and a lot of 

America n-bom black students, soccer tilings ran happeninyour life. The first 


“That is not realistic,” Jacobson knew then I wanted to coach soccer.” 
snapped. “There are many good play- 


has become a raft oh which a small 
gtoop of newcomers has entered die 


*' ‘J. I o v ® fl,e seJrids i ”said^ Jacoteon, mainstream yd kept their culture dry. well here and 

miirlrcilVM' HA-iiMr - .V^ Ihna t i _ _ - i • pm - _ _ 


goal, 91 his deep-set; glittering eyes 
swept the room rata silence, 1 ‘is to do 
well here and get in to college.” 

This was a tew days after the cham- 


, a q uicksi lver 50-year-old with his "In 1994, Jacobson, agoidance coun- This was a few days after the cham- 

own immigrant baggage. “I love their selorfor Emriish as asecood language tnonsirip banquet, just before the hol- 
ralmn^.th^ambitiotL It's hard for students at King the pastlO years, todk iday break, and members of the team 
.them. Their ramihes do not, shall we over a failing soccer progra m .' In the drifted in and out of Jacobson’s fam- 
. say, always possess all the cards one same spirit in which white basketball fly room of a guidance office, fin- 
needs tn this bigoted, inhumane im- coaches once mined black school- htong term praers, stashing coats and 


migration system. 

“Call me aliberaL I help than get 
‘green cards. I buy them shoes.No kid 


iday break, add members of the team 
drifted in mid out of Jacobson’s fam- 
ily room of a guidance office, fin- 
ishing term papers, stashing coats and 


yards, he prowled ESL and bflirigual book bags, gossiping with each other. 


classes for boys who had grown 
dribbling with their feet. High seb 


wn up 
school 
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1 dress funny dr hang. When they do, fields and only; about 100 students 
when they start becoming too Amer- from soccer-playing ponntries. ' 

lf-fln T rtmnv ttinni nff lul. ka.Uaitu.T1 ' tka 


v icari, I threw them off tite team. ” . King has good basketbafl the 
S. Yes, there are elements of ok! boys' team won achy title two sea- 
^ fireside stories here, hard-working sons ^go— and enourfistndentsfixjm 


meeting a visitor. 

They were oily momentarily 
chastened when Jacobson added: 
"That is so American, Bany. You go 
out and talk to every kid in the play- 
grounds of New York, be thinks he 
ran play in the National Basketball 


? erf New York T ACOBSON’S personal life has 
yet, and a lot of I been lively. He describes it this 
nr life. The first way: “I have numerous children 

glittering eyes by many relationships and I manag e 
ience, “is to do to keep up with tbe interest on my 
college.” credit cards.” 
after the cham- Kevon Isa laughed at that. “We are 

before the hoi- so good because coach has no life.” 
ers of the team Isa is a junior, a 6-foot-3-inch self- 
icobson’s fam- described “hefty lad boro to be a 
ce office, fin- sweeper back” who loves to de claim 
tiring coats and cm the team’s “Trim tone.” 
rith each other. Yet the Trims had to meld their 
flashy Brazilian “saco samba” style 
momentarily with the stolid defense of Gustavo 
obson added: Aniola, a little bull from Guatemala, 
Bany. You go who initially thought Isa talked too 
dd in riie play- much, and with Monsour Ndjaye, an 
, he thinks he intellectual striker from Senegal, who 
mil Basketball prefers to read even on the subway to 



Kinghas good, basketball -—the Association.” The idea of being games. Monsour must send his hotne- 


“ American” is not as alluring to 
these young men as it might nave 


weak to Dakar every week so his 
ents, optometrists who sent him to 


Tbe Bulls' Scottie Pippen, right crowding Grant Hill of Detroit in a game in Chicago. 

Chicago Keeps Upper Hand 
Against Uncertain Detroit 


immigrant youths, sports as agateway the Dominica Republic to satisfy the been, say, to Jacobson’s father, the with an uncle in Harlem, can be sure 


to success, tough-love coaches with a baseball coach. 


Son of Russian Jewish immigrants. 


" : 

: 




he is coitinuing to better himself. 

“So far, they are satisfied,” said 
Ndjaye, a 16-year-old junior whose 
precise speech and button-down blue 
shirt made him seem older, and from 
another decade. “IgetaD A’s.” 

“It’s my job to keep this melting 


The Associated Press 
No matter how impressive 
their record seems, the De- 


cord but we don’t put too 
much emphasis on beating 
Detroit," said Michael 


pot at a boil.’ ' Jacobson said “Eight- get this done. But by the look 
een players, 10 countries. Did I men- m bur eyes, I didn’t think we 


trait Pistons simply aren't Jordan, who had 23 points 
mod enough to challenge the and 10 rebounds. “We 
Chicago Bulls. haven’t faced New York yet 

“You try to instill in your We haven’t faced Cleveland 
team the feeling that you can yet And Miami beat us here. 


een players, 10 countries. Did I men- 
tion Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Haiti, 
Brazil, Ecuador, Argentina, Mexico. 
The manager’s from Ghana. But we 
all speak soccer, the language Mr. 
Drockman taught me. These kids are 
not stereotypical- New York; these 
kids are wonderful, respectful kids 
from families that care about them.” 


believed that," said Doug 
Collins, the Detroit coach, 
after his team lost, 95-83. 
Wednesday night to the de- 
fending National Basketball 
Association champions. 

It was Chicago's 18th con- 
secutive victory over De- 
troit 

“I always compare it to a 


Like most New York teams, equip- trait 
ment and money is in short supply. The “I always compare it to a 

King team practices in the gym when it championship fight,” Collins 
is available, in vacant lots, in nearby said. “The first punch a guy 
parks, on a few secret patches of land gets in the nose, it’s like, ‘Do 
where a gatekeeper can be greased. 1 want any part of this?' I felt 
The team rarely practices on a field like both times when we 


with goal posts, so H rehearses corner played the Bulls, we were 


kicks during halftime of games. tentative. The Bulls were in 
“These are beautiful kids, irami- control. This game was never 
grant kids giving this country new in doubt.” 
vitality,” said Jacobson, once the of- Neither was the identity of 
fice was clear. “How can America the NBA's top team. Chicago 
not look at them and want to be more is 25-3. Detroit (20-6) entered 
humane, to treat people like individu- tbe game with the league’s 
als? How can the richest country on second-best record, but left it 
sob Hno/ftowiiwfcTima earth not want to give back to the tied with Utah fa third-best 
aach Jacobson, world?’’ “This team has a good re- 


Revfflino Jones, left, Kevon Isa, Barry Swift Gustavo Arriola and Monsour Ndjaye fisten to Coach Jacobson. 


yet Ana Miami Deal us nere. 
So we don’t know where De- 
troit stacks up.” 

Scottie Pippen, who had 27 
points, eight rebounds and 

NBA RooNDur 

eight-assists, said: “They feel 
like one day they're going to 
get over the hill, but it's great 
for us to keep them down." 

In the late- 1980s and early 
’90s, the Pistons stood be- 
tween the Bulls and greatness. 
With Isiah Thomas, Bill Laim- 
beer. Rick Mahom and Dennis 
Rodman, the Pistons used to 
regularly frustrate the Bulls. 

‘Detroit was a nemesis to 


Grant Hill scored 27 points 
in an entertaining battle with 
Pippen. 

After Detroit pulled to 83- 
74 with 8:25 to go. Pippen hit a 
3-pointer and Jordan conver- 
ted a 3-point play to make it a 
1 5-point game. The Bulls held 
double-digit leads the rest of 
the way. 

Lakars 108, Suns 87 Sha- 

quille O’Neal had 26 points 
and 16 rebounds to lead the 
visiting Lakers to their sixth 
straight victoty over Phoenix 
and their third this season. 

Eddie Jones took up the 
slack when O'Neal wasn’t 
working the baseline for turn- 
around jumpers or driving for 
dunks. Jones scored 12 of his 
24 points in an eight-minute 
stretch of the third quarter. He 
also had five steals to increase 
his NBA lead. 

Sam Cassell scored 17 
points for the Suns, but his 3- 


control. This game was never myself and Scottie early in our of-8 shooting typified the 

J L» " mhum ond iiia h«i» nn Qurtc* rnlH ninhr Phrw»ntY 


in doubt.” careers, and we have no 

Neither was the identity of trouble getting focused to play 
: NBA’s top team. Chicago against them, ’ said Jordan. 
25-3. Detroit (20-6) entered Rodman, now with die 
; game with the league’s Bulls, had 22 rebounds, 11 
amd-best record, but left it points and seven assists as his 
d with Utah fa third-best current club outrebounded his 
“This team has a good re- old team, 51-37. 


tbe game with the league’s 
second-best record, but left it 
tied with Utah fa third-best 
“This team has a good re- 


Suns' cold night Phoenix 
was 26-of-74 (35 percent). 

Rex Chapman and Daruiy 
Manning scored 15 each for 
the Suns, while Elden Camp- 
bell had 13 points and 12 re- 
bounds, helping the Lakers to 
a 53-39 edge. 
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American Cityscapes 


By Nora Kerr 

New KwA Tima Service 

EW YORK — The tour- 
ist tide now coursing 
through Tunes Square, Amer- 
ica's newest theme park, is 
but one sign of a spirit of 
urban renewal and architec- 
tural possibility thai animates 
even the traditionally difficult 
New York cityscape. 

A 47-story office and retail 
tower, designed by Fox & 
Fowle, wiirbecome the new 
home of Conde Nast Publi- 
cations, on Broadway be- 
tween 42d and 43d Streets. 
The building is expected to 
anchor and extend the area 
without undermining its char- 
acter as an entertainment 
strip. 

An earlier plan for four 
huge office towers straddling 
Times Square, designed by 
Philip Johnson and John Bur- 
gee. was abandoned by tbe 
end of the '80s in the wake of 
nearly universal scorn and a 
collapsing real estate market. 

□ 

Farther north, at Columbus 
Circle — another dramatic 
and contentious comer of 
Manhattan — a similar sense 
of possibility is in the air. 
Earlier this year, city and state 
officials set new guidelines 
for development of the Coli- 
seum site and expanded the 
area ro include the Moorish- 
looking 1 0-stoiy building at 2 
Columbus Circle, by Edward 
DureU Stone. 

By November, nine de- 
velopers had submitted pro- 
posals for the spot, ranging 
from a high-tech amusement 
park and rooftop arena to an 
eight-store retail mall an- 
chored by Sears. 

Officials culling finalists for 
the Coliseum project are ex- 
pected to make a choice in the 
spring. Meanwhile Donald 
Trump’s Midas touch-up of 


the formerly drab Gulf & 
Western office tower and the 
renovation of the southwest 
entrance to Genual Park are 
adding luster to the area. 

Nearby, on 57th Street a 
slim 23-story tower went un- 
der construction only weeks 
after plans were completed, 
though in this case it was 
private, not public, money at 
stake. 

The building, the first 
American commission for the 
French architect Christian de 
Portzamparc, a Pritzker Prize 
winner, is being built for Louis 
Vuitton. the manufacturer of 
luxury leather goods. It will be 
sheathed in specially designed 
glass that turns from clear to 
opalescent white. At night, 
hidden neon tubes will wash 
die exterior in soft colors. 

□ 

Elsewhere, Rem Koolhaas, 
the Dutch architect who has 
made a specialty of thinking 
big, also won his first Amer- 
ican commission this year. In 
March, a week after publi- 
cation of his "S, M, L, XL.” 

1 344 pages of writings and 
designs, MCA named him 
master planner for Universal 
City, the media giant's Los 
Angeles headquarters. 

And in San Francisco, the 
new Main Public Library, by 
James Ingo Freed of Pei Cobb 
Freed & Partners, drew praise 
for providing room for ima- 
gination within the decept- 
ively classical walls of a 
temple of reason. 

Designed to fit into the 
Beaux-Arts context of its 
Civic Center neighbors, the 
building presents a modem 
interior a cylindrical six-sto- 
ry atrium with a spiral sky- 
light and a cantilevered, 
glass-enclosed space four sto- 
ries above the floor. 


Russell Baker is on vaca- 
tion. 



Poof! Questions About Magic Go Up in Smoke 


By Douglas Martin 

New York runes Service 

N EW YORK — Two or three 
times a day. people fill each of 
the 1382 seats of the Martin Beck 
Theatre. By Sunday, when 
"Dreams anti Nightmares” ends 
its run, they will have paid more 
than $6 million to see David Cop- 
perfleld perform, making his five 
weeks there the most lucrative in 
the history of Broadway. 

My assignment is to find the truth 
behind die swirling smoke, a path 1 
fear could lead to the essence of 
magic itself. How does the man who 
seemed to make the Statue of 
Liberty disappear do it? Merlin’s 
values, deception and secretiveness, 
will be rested against a journalist’s 
commitment to literal truth. 

At least this odd job got me in to 
the hottest show on Broadway, 
three times as it turned out I joined 
an expectant crowd. “Anybody 
figured anything out yet?” a man 
said 20 minutes before the start. A 
little girl asked her mother if Cop- 
perfieid would turn her into a rab- 
bit. Maybe. 

Poof! Tbe star materialized in a 
suspended elevator. Almost before 
you could say hocus pocus. a beau- 
tiful woman in a red dress was 
made to evaporate, only to reappear 
instantly exactly where we thought 
Copperfield was. 

Close-up prestidigitations were 
projected on a screen. People gasped 
when the magician folded tissue pa- 
per into the form of a rose and made 
it dance a jig. Then he set it afire. 
Presto! A real crimson rose. 

All of this coalesced in my mind 
as a splendiferous blur, the precise 
intention. It happened the next day. 
too. But as for the question that 
percolated through the entranced 
crowd like a mantra — “How did 
he do that?” — I was clueless. 

Experts might te!L I made my 
way to Flosso-Hommann Magic 
Co., near Herald Square, founded 
in 1856 and once owned by Harry 
Houdini. The current owner. Jackie 
Flosso. a magician himself, de- 
livered the dismissive message I 


would hear repeatedly: Those who 
know do not speak, and those who 
speak do not know. 

At another emporium. Magic 
Max m Times Square, the reply was 
the same. "I could tell you how he 
does it," said John Feliciano, the 
counter man. "But it’s not right” 

Things were no less frustrating 
when I visited Joseph Gabriel, a 
nimble magician performing off 
Broadway at the Lamb’s Theatre. 
His finale involves making a New 
York cab instantly materialize, the 
ultimate New York miracle. 

So just bow does he think Cop- 
peifield does levitations? “Very 
welL” replied Gabriel, smirking. 

Next was David Roth, called 
"the best coin man in the world.” 
He likened the exposure of magical 
technique to a documentary on the 
making of "Star Wars” that 
showed the starship Galactica as a 
small model. Seeing this, he said, 
made it impossible to be awed by 
the vehicle. “You can never again 
see the magic,” he said. 

This profession of tricksters was 
beginning to seem the tightest of 
fraternities. Its clubhouse is the 
coffee shop of the Edison Hotel on 
West 47th Street in Manhattan, 
where magicians have hung out for 
more than half a century. 

Mike Bronstein, introduced as 
“host of the magicians' table.” 
said it was better not to know how 
wonders happened for tbe same 
reason that undressing an attractive 
woman can diminish her allure. But 
Jim McGrath, a confederate, vo- 
lunteered to tell all. 

“The secret is Abracadabra, the 
magic word,” be said solemnly. 
“Some magicians might use an- 
other word, of course.” 

Thanks. And the competition. 
The New York Post, had just 
scooped me with a splashy article 
saying Copperfield’ s illusions 
were facilitated by salting the 
crowd with paid “stooges' ’ to pose 
as volunteers. This was something I 
had begun to suspect. But I ur- 
gently needed help and begged a 
magically inclined friend to attend 
the show with me. 



As the show began, she said, 
“The fact the background is black 
and tbe Lights are pointing out at 
you means he can get away with 
murder. Whatever he was going to 
do. he's already done it” 

Her theories flowed like a wel- 
come river. Is it possible those are 
someone else's toes on tbe lower 
half of the magician? Could Cop- 
perfield have a double? Is it pos- 
sible the woman in the red dress has 
an onstage twin? The light silhou- 
etting Copperfield’s form almost 
surely alters the perception of 
where be really is. sne whispered. 

When Copperfield reappeared 
for the second act in a bulky sweat- 
er. she immediately suspected be 


onymous caller said be worked as 
an audience plant in die show, spe- 
cifically one of the seeming vol- 
unteers who rise high above the 
stage on a levit a ting conch. He was 
angry about repeatedly being paid 
his S40 a performance laie. 

I said 1 could not trust him unless 
he gave me his name. He said be 
would think about iL He called 
back and gave it to me: Seth Green- 
span. To prove bis validity, he pro- 
duced 1 1 used complimentary tick- 
ets he had picked up at the box 
office so be would appear to be just 
another paying customer. 

Greenspan told a tale of im- 
mensely sophisticated legerde- 
main. But was it reasonable to be- 
lieve that the 20 or so audience 
plants assembled an hour before 
shows in Room 1055 oftheRamada 
Inn. as he said? His tale of watching 
Copperfield coach identical twins 
seemed like science fiction. 

If true, what should be made of 
this? The person to ask was Charles 
Reynolds, one of the great invent- 
ors of magi rail tricks. He orches- 
trated Doug Henning’s and Harry 
Blacks tone Jr.’s Broadway shows, 
devising different ways for each to 
make an elephant disappear. 

“Look, you can’t write this sto- 
ry,” he said. “You’ll hint David, 
ami, more important, you’ll hurt 


David Copperfield performing in “Dreams and NigMmares.” 


was concealing harnesses for his 
flight But wait a minute. Weren’t 
hoops passed over Copperfield's 
airborne body? Her response: Ma- 
gicians’ hoops are always rigged. 

All this amounts only to very 
informed suspicion. I next clicked 
on one of the many magicians’ chat 
rooms on tbe World Wide Web. 
One message says that Copperfield 
uses audience plants in “a host of 
his effects.” Another calls his dy- 
ing “beautiful, if boring” and 
gives tbe name of die rigging com- 
pany the message writer is con- 
vinced made his harness. 

At this point li ghtning struck, an 
investigative reporter's dream: a 
disgruntled employee. An an- 


>lds explained that all of 
;ic consisted of perhaps a dozen 
pearing to cut a person 
in half, walking through walls and 
so an — with myriad variations. 
What is important, be said, is die 
overall theatrical effect Nobody 
questions whether Hamlet’s sword 
really drips blood. 

What magicians do, Reynolds 
said, is by definition harmless, 
completely different from die de- 
ception of a three-card monte artist 
though die sleight of hand is sim- 
ilar. Magicians don’t deceive, they 
control the perception of willing 
people. 

“Everybody wants to believe in 
magic.” he said. “If you tell how 
illusions work, it’s like telling chil- 
dren there is no Santa Claus.” 


c* 



DEJ A VU ALL OVER AGAIN — James Gallagher as George Washington, left, 
and some friends crossing the Delaware River in the 44th annual re-enactment 


T HE fire-breathing, blood-spitting rockers Kiss 
pulled in a whopping $43 .6 mi I lion during their 
reunion tour this year, making the band die top 
earner in die concert industry. Kiss beat acts like 
Garth Brooks, Neil Diamond and Rod Stewart, 
the concert industry trade publication Polls tar re- 
ports. Concert fans spent an estimated $ 1 .05 billion 
in 1996. up slightly from $950 million in 1995 but 
not approaching the record $1.4 billion set in 1 994. 
The increased dollar volume was largely due to 
higher ticket prices and masked a particularly weak 
showing for many veteran artists out on the road, 
said Gary Bongiovanni, Poll star’s editor. Kiss was 
the spectacular exception, as legions of fans — 
called the Kiss Army during the band’s 1970s 
heyday — trekked to their shows. The band re- 
united its original members, donned cumbersome 
costumes and used truckloads of special effects for 
92 dates. The summer’s other high-profile rock 
reunion — of the Sex Pistols — didn’t even register 
in Pollstar’s top 50 concert draws. 

□ 

Robert Red ford thinks movies at his Sundance 
Film Festival are becoming too violent. After view- 
ing a few films in tbe ’95 festival, including ‘ ’Shal- 
low Grave” and “The Basketball Diaries,” Red- 
ford confides in January's Interview magazine, “I 
could barely eat for 24 hours because they were so 


PEOPLE 


loaded with violence.” Redford, who founded die 
Sundance festival in 1981 to showcase films that 
aren’t made with studio money, says he hopes next 
month's festival won’t use violence and sex to sell 
tickets. “There are too many f ilms here that have 
token violence that’s appealing to the commer- 
ciality of the marketplace. That’s when I said, 
‘Let’s be aggressive about finding edgier, more 
experimental, riskier films that don't depend on 
anything formulaic whatever.* ’* 

□ 

The British actor John Cleese had his doubts 
about working on “Fierce Creatures," a sort of 
sequel to tbe immensely successful “A Fish Called 
Wanda.” “The tough thing is that they ooly make 
follow-ups of successful films." says Cleese. 
“And once a film has been accepted as really 
successful, people go and watch the follow-up and 
say it's very good, but not as good as the original.” 
Cleese, who rejoins “Wanda” co-stars Michael 
Palin, Jamie Lee Curtis and Kevin Kline in the 
upcoming sequel, added: “This problem could be 
circumvented if they only made sequels to films 
that were complete disasters." 

a 

“Friends,” the salary saga, has ended. After 
months of negotiations, Warner Bros. Television 


signed a new contract with the entire cast of the hit 
comedy through the 1999-2000 season, a studio 
spokesman said. Sources told Daily Variety that die 
six cast members would get roughly $75,000 per 
episode for this season, an increase from the 
$30,000 to $35,000 they received for the first two 
seasons. The cast meoobeis will earn $120,000 per 
episode in three years. Jennifer Anlston, 
Courteney Cox, Lisa Kadrov, Matt LeBIanc, 
Matthew Perry and David Schwimmer said last 
July that they wanted mote money after Warner’s 
syndication arm sold reruns of the hit to TV stations 
for about $4 million per episode'. 

□ . 

If it’s Christmas, Bob Hope must be entertaining 
U.S. military personnel somewhere. This year, it 
happened to be under water. The 93-year-old en- 
tertainer sent a videotape of his November NBO 
TV special “Laughing With the Presidents" to die 
crew of the U.S. submarine Topeka at tise request of 
Harry (Batch) Felker, mayor of Topeka, Kansas. 
The crew of the dry’s namesake boat is away for six 
months, the mayor told Hope. In a letter accomr 
panying the video, Hope wished the sailors a Merry 
Chnstmas and referred to his earlier overseas trips; 
“Some of my fondest memories are of entertaining 
the traopsana I’m not going to let a little bit of water 
stand in my way this year,” he said. 



in the springtime. 


AT&T Access Numbers 


Steps to follow when 
casing internationally from overseas: 

1 Just dial die AT&T toes Number for the country you 
an? calling Front 

2. Via} die phww number you recalling. 

5 Dial the ailing card number listed aboo? your name. 
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EUROPE 

A««a*o 022-983411 

Belgium* 0-800-100-10 

Ran. MOMWtni 

Gwmany - 81304010 

Grew** 80-008-1311 

Ireland 1-880-550-888 

natj* in-ini 

Nsfterfamfs* 06422-9111 

Russia •a|Mosco»)» 755-5042 

Spain* 980-99-00-11 


Sweden 

.920-785411 

Switzerland* 

8806-894811. 

United HnadomA 

...B8604M011 

MIDDLE EAST 

EB7Jrt»rcaJre)t 


Israel 

....177-108-2727 

Saadi Arabia c> 

- 1480-10 

AFRICA 


aaB » 0191 

kenya* .0-800-10 

Soidti Africa 0-898-90-0123 


Can't End ibe Access Number for the canary you're calling front? Just ask any operator for 
AT&T tHrecfSemcE, or veil our Wefa sites: htrp^/wrmartcoiatosveler 



Every country has its own AT&T Access Number which 
makes calling from France and other countries 
really easy. Just dial the AT&T Access Number for the 
country you’re calling from and you’ll get the fastest, 
clearest connections. And be sure to charge your 
calk on your AT&T Calling Card. It’ll help you avoid 
outrageous phone charges on your hotel bill, and 
save you up to 60%? So please check the list below 
for AT&T Access Numbers. 
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